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INTRODUCTION. 


AVIGATION, like other arts, 
has been perfected by degrees. 


N It is not eaſy to conceive that 
any age. or nation was without 
ſome veſſel, in which rivers 
might be paſſed by travellers, or lakes fre- 
quented by fiſhermen; but we have no 
knowledge of any ſhip that could endure the 
violence of the ocean before the ark of Noah. 

As the tradition of the deluge has been 
tranſmitted to almoſt all the nations of the 
earth; it muſt be ſuppoſed that the memo 
of the means by which Noah and his family 
were preſerved would be continued long a- 
mong their deſcendants, and that the poſhbi- 
lity of paſſing the ſeas could never be doubted. 

W hat men know to be practicable, a thou- 
ſand motives will incite them to try ; and 
there 1s reaſon to believe, that from the time 
that the generations of the poſtdiluvian race 
ſpread to the ſea ſhores, there were always na- 
vigators that ventured upon the ſea, though, 
perhaps, not willingly beyond the ſight of 
land. 

Of the ancient voyages little certain is 
known, and it is not neceſſary to lay before 
the reader ſuch conjectures as learned men 
A 2 have 
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have offered to the world. I he Romans, by 
conquering Carthage, put a ſtop to great part 
of the trade of diſtant nations with one an- 
other, and becauſe they thought only on war 
and - conqueſt, as their empire-. increaſed, 
commerce was diſcouraged ; *till under the 
later Emperors, ſhips ſeem to have been of 
little other ufe than to tranſport ſoldiers. 

Navigation could not be carried to any 
great Mcgree of certainty without the com- 
paſs, which was unknown to the ancients. 
The wonderful quality by which a nee le, 
or {mall bar of ſteel, touched with a load- 
ſtone or magnet, and turning freely by equi- 
libration on a point, always- preſerves the 
meridian, and directs its two ends north and 
ſouth, was diſcovered according to. the 


ph1, a town in Hah. 
From this time it is Wass to 8 
that Navigation made continual, though 
ſlow improvements, which the confuſion and 
barbarity of the times, and the want of com- 
munication betwecn orders of men ſo diſtant 
as ſailors and monks, hindered from being 
diſtinctly and ſucceſſively recorded. | 

It ſeems, however, that the ſailors {till 
wanted cither kn::wledge or courage, for they 
continued for two centuries to creep along 
the coaſt, and conſidered every headland as 
unpaſſable, which ran far into the ſea, and 
againſt which the waves broke with uncom- 
mon agitation, 


The 


mon opinion in 1299, by Joon Gels, Ht Amals 


violent current and high waves, into which 
they durſt not venture, and which they had 
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The firſt who is known tos haye ſormed 
the deſign of new diſcoveries, or the firſt who, 
had power to execute his purpoſes, was Don 


Henry, the fifth ſon of John the firſt King-of 7 


Portugal, and Philippina, ſiſter of Henry the 
Fourth of E gland. Don Henry having at- 
tended his father to the conqueſt of Ceuta, 
obtained, by converſation with the inhabi- 
tants of the continent, ſome accounts'of the 
interior kingdoms and ſouthern coaſt of Afri- 
ca; which, though rude and indiſtinct, were 
ſufficient to raiſe his curioſity, and convince 
him, that there were countries yet. unknown 
and worthy of diſcovery. | 

He therefore equipped ſome ſmall veſſels, 
and commanded that they ſhould paſs as far 
as they could along that coaſt of Africa which 
looked upon the great Atlantic Ocean, the 
immenſity of which ſtruck the groſs and un- 
{kilful navigators of theſe times with terror 
and amazement. He was not able to com- 
municate his own ardour to his ſeamen, who 
proceeded very flowly in the new attempt ; 
each was, afraid to venture much farther than 
he that went before him, and ten years were 
ſpent before they , had advanced beyond cape 
Bajador, fo called from its progreſſion into 
the ocean. and the circuit by which it muſt 
be doubled. The oppoſition of this promon- 
tory to the courſe of the ſea, produced a 
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not yet knowledge enough to avoid by ſtand- 
ing off from the land into the open ſea. 

"The Prince was deſirous to know ſome- 
thing of the countries that lay beyond this 
formidable cape, and ſent two commanders, 
named John Gonzales Zarco, and Triftan Vax, 
in 1418, to paſs beyond Bajador, and ſurvey 
the coaſt behind it. They were caught by | 
a tempeſt, which drove them out into the 
unknown ocean, where they expected to pe- 
riſh by the violence of the wind, or perhaps 
to wander for ever in the boundleſs deep. 
At laſt, in the midſt of their deſpair, they 
found a ſmall iſland, where they ſheltered 
themſelves, and which the ſenſe of their de- 
liverance diſpoſed them to call Puerto Santo, 
or the Holy Haven. © 

When Yay returned with an account of 
this new iſland, Henry performed a public 
act of thankſgiving, and ſent them again 
with ſeeds and cattle ; ; and we are told by the 
Spaniſh Hiſtorian, that they ſet two rabbits 
on ſhore, which increaſed ſo much in a few 
years, that they drove away the inhabitants, 
by deſtroving their corn and plants, and 
were ſuffered to enjoy the iſland without op- 
poſition. 

In the ſecond or third voyage to Puerto 
Santo, (for authors do not agree which, ) 
a third captain, called Perello, was joined to 
the two former. As they looked round the 
iſland upon the ocean, they faw at a diſtance 

ſomething 
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fomething which they took for a cloud, *till 
they perceived that it did not change its 
place. They directed their courſe towards it, 
and, in 1419, diſcovered another iſland co- 
vered with trees, which they therefore called 
Madera, or the iſle of Wood. 

Madera was given to Yaz or Zarco, who 
ſet fire to the woods, which are reported by 
Souza to have burnt for ſeven years together, 


and to have been waſted, *till want of wood 


was the greateſt inconveniency of the place. 
But green wood is not very apt to burn, and 
the heavy rains which fall in theſe countries 
muſt ſurely have extinguiſhed the conflagra- 
tion, were it ever ſo violent. 

There was yet little progreſs made upon 


the ſouthern coaft, and Henry's project was 


treated as chimerical by many of his country- 
men. Atlaſt Gilianes, in 1433, paſſed the dread- 
ful cape, to which he gave the name of Bajador, 
and came back to the wonder of the nation. 
In two voyages more made in the two fol- 
lowing years, they paſſed forty-two leagues 
farther, and in the latter, two men with horſes 
being ſet on ſhore, wandered over the coun- 
try, and found nineteen men, whom, accord- 
ing to the ſavage manners of that age, they 
attacked ; the natives having javelins, wound- 
ed one of the Portugueſe, and received ſome 
wounds from them. At the mouth of a ri- 
ver they found ſea-wolves in great numbers, 


and brought home many of their ſkins, which | 
Antonio | 


were much eſtecmed, 


"Y | 
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not yet knowledge enough to avoid by ſtand- 
ing off from the land into the open ſea. 

"The Prince was deſirous to know ſome- 
thing of the countries that lay beyond this 
formidable cape, and ſent two commanders, 
named John Gonzales Zarco, and Triſtan Vax, 
in 1418, to paſs beyond Bajador, and ſurvey 
the coaſt behind it. They were caught by 


a tempeſt, which drove them out into the 


unknown ocean, wheres they expected to pe- 


riſh by the violence of the wind, or perhaps | 


to wander for ever in the boundleſs deep. 
At laſt, in the midſt of their deſpair, they 
found a ſmall iſland, where they ſheltered 
themſelves, and which the ſenſe of their de- 
Iiverance diſpoſed them to call Puerto Santo, 
or the Holy Haden. 

When they returned with an account of 
this new iſland, Henry performed a public 
act of thankſgiving, and ſent them again 
with ſeeds and cattle; and we are told by the 


Spaniſh Hiſtorian, that they ſet two rabbits | 


on ſhore, which increaſed ſo much in a few 
years, that they drove away the inhabitants, 
by deſtroying their corn and plants, and 
were ſuffered to enjoy the iſland without op- 
poſition. 

In the ſecond or third voyage to Puerto 
Santo, (for authors do not agree which,) 
a third captain, called Perello, was joined to 
the two former, As they looked round the 
iſland upon the ocean, they faw at a diſtance 
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fomething which they took for a cloud, till 
they perceived that it did not change its 
place. They directed their courſe towards it, 
and, in 1419, diſcovered another iſland co- 
vered with trees, which they therefore called 
Madera, or the iſle of Wood. 

Madera was given to Yaz or Zarco, who 
ſet fire to the woods, which are reported by 
Souza to have burnt for ſeven years together, 
and to have been waſted, *till want of wood 
was the greateſt inconveniency of the place. 
But green wood is not very apt to burn, and 
the heavy rains which fall in theſe countries 
muſt ſurely have extinguiſhed the conflagra- 
tion, were it ever ſo violent. 

There was yet little progreſs made upon 


the ſouthern coaft, and Henry's project was 


treated as chimerical by many of his country- 
men. At laſt Gilianes, in 14.33, paſſed the dread- 
ful cape, to which he gave the name of Bajador, 
and came back to the wonder of the nation. 
In two voyages more made in the two fol- 
lowing years, they paſſed forty-two leagues 
farther, and in the latter, two men with horſes 
being ſet on ſhore, wandered over the coun- 
try, and found nineteen men, whom, accord- 
ing to the ſavage manners of that age, they 
attacked; : the natives having javelins, wound- 
ed one of the Portugueſe, and received ſome 
wounds from them. At the mouth of a ri- 
ver they found ſea-wolves in great numbers, 


and brought home many of their ſkins, which | 
Antonis 


were much eftecmed. 
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Antonio Genzales, who had been one of the 
aſſociates of Gz.:anes, was ſent again, in 1440, 
to bring back a cargo of the ſkins of ſea 
wolves. He was followed in another ſhip by 
Nunno Triſtlam. They were now of ſtrength 
ſufficient to venture upon violerce, they 
therefore landed, and without either right 
or provocation, made all whom they ſeized 
their priſoners, and brought them to Portugal, 
with great commendations both from the 
Prince and the nation. 

Henry now began to pleaſe himſelf with 
the ſucceſs of his projects, and as one of his 
purpoſes was the converſion of infidels, he 
thought it neceſſary to impart his under- 
taking to the Pope, and to obtain the ſanc- 
tion of eccleſiaſtical authority. To this end 
Fernando Lopez d Azevedo was diſpatched to 
Rome, who lelated to the Pope and Cardinals 
the great deſigns of Henn, and magnified 
his zeal for the | propagation of religion, The 
Pope was pleaſed with the narrative, and by 
a form al Bull conferred upon the crown of 
Portugal all the countries which ſhould be 
diſcovered as far as India, together with In— 
dia i1tifelr, and granted ſeveral privileges and 
indulgencies to the churches which Henry 
had built in his new regions, and to the men 
engaged in the navigation for diſcovery. B 
this Bull all other Princes were forbidden to 


encroach upon the conqueſts of the Portu- 


gueſe, on pain of the cenſures incurred by the 
crime of utupation, 'The 
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The approbation of the Pope, the ſight of 
men whoſe manners and appearance were ſo 
different from thoſe of Europeans, and the 
hope of gain from golden regions, Which has 
been always the great incentive to hazard 
and diſcovery, now began to operate with 
full force. The defire of riches, and of do- 
minion, which is yet more pleaſing to the 
fancy, filled the courts of the. Portugueſe 
prince with innumerable adventurers from 
very diſtant parts of Europe. Some wanted 
to be employed in the ſearch after new coun- 
tries, and ſome to be ſettled in thoſe which 
had been already found. 

Communiti”s now began to be animated 
by the ſpirit of enterpriſe, and many aſſocia- 
tions were formed for the equipment of ſhips, 
and the acquiſition of the riches of diſtant 
regions, which perhaps were always ſuppoſed 
to be more wealthy, as more remote. Theſe 
undertakers agreed to pay the Prince a fifth 
part of-the profit, ſometimes a greater ſhare, 
and ſent out the armament at their own ex- 
pence. 

The city of Lages was the firſt that carried 
on this deſign by contribution. The inhabi- 
tants fitted out fix veſſels, under the com- 
mand of Lucarot, one the Prince's houſhold, 
and ſoon after fourteen more were furniſhed 
tor the ſame purpoſe, under the ſame com- 
mander; to thoſe were added many belong- 
ing to private men, ſo that in a ſhort time 

| twenty=- 
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twenty-ſix ſhips put to ſea in queſt of what- 
ever fortune ſhould preſent. | 

The ſhips, of Lagos were ſoon ſeparated by 
foul weather, and the reft, taking each its 
own courſe, ſtopped at different parts of the 
African coaſt, from Cape Blanco to Cape Verd. 
Some of them, in 1444, anchored at Gomera, 
one of the Canaries, where they were kindly 
treated by the inhabitants, who took them 
into their ſervice againſt the people of the 
iſle of Palma, with whom they were at war; 
but the Portugueſe at their return to Gomera, 
not being made ſo rich as they expected, fell 
upon their friends, in contempt of all the 
laws of hoſpitality and ſtipulations of alli- 
ance, and, making ſeveral of them priſoners 
and ſlaves, ſet fail for L:ſton. 

The Canaries are ſuppoſed to have been 
known, however imperfectly, to the anci- 
ents; but in the confuſton of the ſubſequent 
agcs they were loſt and forgotten, *till about 
the year 1340, the Biſcayners found Lucaret, 
and invading it, (for to find a new country 
and invade it has always been the ſame,) 
brought away ſeventy captives and ſome 
commodities of the place. Louis de la Cerda, 
Count of Clermont, of the blood royal both 
of France and Spain, nephew of Fohn de la 
Cerda, who called himſelf the Prince of For- 
tune, had once a mind to ſettle in thoſe 
; 4ſlands, and applying himſelf firſt to the King 
of Arrogon, and then to Clement VI. was by 

the 
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the Pope crowned at Avignon, King of the 
Canaries, on condition that he ſhould reduce 
them to the true religion; but the Prince al- 
tered his mind, and went into France to ſerve 
againſt the Engliſh. The Kings both of Ca/tile 
and Portugal, though they did not oppoſe the 


papal grant, yet complained of it, as made 


without their knowledge, and in contraven- 
tion of their rights. 

The firſt ſettlement in the Canaries was 
made by John de Betancour, a French gentle- 
man, for whom his kinſman Robin de 1 
ment, admiral of France, begged them, with | 
the title of king, from Henry the Magnificent 
of Caſtile, to whom he had done eminent ſer- 
vices. John made himſelf maſter of ſome of 
the iſles, but could never conquer the Grand 
Canary; and having ſpent all that he had, 
went back to Europe, leaving his nephew, | 
Maſſiot de Betancour, to take care of his new | 
dominion. Maſſiot had a quarrel with the 
vicar-general, and was likewiſe diſguſted by 
the long abſence of his uncle, whom the 
French king detained in his fervice, and be- 
ing able to keep his ground no longer, he 
transferred his rights to Don Henry, in ex- 
change for ſome diſtricts in the Maderas, 
where he ſettled his family. | 

Don Henry, when he had purchaſed thoſe 


iſlands, ſent thither in 1424 two thouſand five 


hundred foot and an hundred and twenty 
horſe ; but the army was too numerous to be 
maintained 
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maintained by the country. The king of Caſ- 
tile afterwards claimed them, as conquered 
þy his ſubjects under Betancour, and held 
under the crown of Caftile by fealty and ho- 
age; his claim was allowed, and the Ca- 
25 were reſigned. 
1s the conſtant practice of Henry na- 
vigators, when they ſtopped at a deſart iſ- 
land, to land cattle upon it, and leave them to 
breed, where neither wanting room nor food, 
they multiplied very faſt, and furniſhed a 
very commodious ſupply to thoſe who came 
afterwards to the ſame place. This was 
imitated in ſome degree by Anſon, at the iſle 
of Juan Fernandes. 

he iſlands of Madera, he not only filled 
with inhabitants, aſſiſted by artificers of every 
kind, but procured ſuch plants as ſeemed 
likely to flouriſh in that climate, and intro- 
duced ſugar canes and vines, which after- 
wards produced a very Jarge revenue. 

The trade of Africa now began to be profit- 
able, but a great part of the gain aroſe from 
the ſale of ſlaves, who were annually brought 
into Portugal, by hundreds, as Lafitau re- 
lates, and without any appearance of indig- 
nation or compaſſion ; they likewiſe import- 
ed gold du it in ſuch quantities, that ApHn]Mu¹ 
V. coincd it into a new ſpecies of money called 
Cruſades, which is ſtill continued in Portugal, 

In time they made their way along the 
ſouth coaſt of Africa, eaſtward to the. coun- 
try of the Negroes, whom they found living 

in 
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in tents, without any political inſtitutions, 
ſupporting -life with very little labour by the 
milk of their kine, and millet, to which thoſe 
who inhabited the coaſt added fiſh dried in 
the fun. Having never ſeen the natives or 
heard of the arts of Europe, they gazed with 
aſtoniſhment on the ſhips when they ap- 
proached their coaſts, ſometimes thinking 
them birds, and fometimes fiſhes, accordin 
as their ſails were ſpread or lowered ; — 
ſometimes conceiving them to be only phan- 
toms, which playcd to and fro in the ocean, 
Such is the account given by the hiſtorian, 
perhaps with too much prejudice againſt a 
Negroe's underſtanding; who, though he 
might well wonder at the bulk and ſwiftneſs 
of the firſt ſhip, would ſcarcely conceive it 
to be either a bird or a fiſh; but having ſeen 
many bodies floating in the water, would 
think it, what it really is, a large boat ; and 
if he had no knowledge of any means by 
which ſeparate pieces of tii. ber may be joined 
together, would form very wild notions con- 
cerning its conſtruction, or perhaps ſuppoſe 
it to be hollow trunk of a tree, from ſome 
country where trees grow to a much greater 
height and thickneſs than in his own. 

When the Portugueſe came to land, they 
encreaſed the aſtoniſhment of the poor in- 
habitants, who ſaw men clad in iron, with 
thunder and lightning in their hands. They 
did not underſtand each ether, and figns are 
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a very imperfect mode of communication even 


to men of more knowledge than the Negroes, f 
fo that they could not eaſily negotiate or 
trafficæx; at laſt the Portugueſe laid hands, 
on ſome of them to carry them home for a . 


fample ; and their dread and amazement were 
raiſed, ſays Lafitau, to the higheſt pitch, when 1 
the Europeans fired their cannon and muſkets M* 
among them, and they ſaw their companions | 6 
fall dead at their feet without any enemy at 


hand, or any viſible cauſe of their deſtruction. : 
On what occaſion, or for what purpoſe, WJ .: 


cannon and mu{kets were diſcharged among 
a people harmleſs and ſecure, by ſtrangers p 
who without any right viſited their coaſt, it . 
is not thought neceſſary to inform us. The 
Portugueſe could fear nothing from them, and 
had therefore no adequate provocation; nor 
is there any reaſon to believe but that they 
murdered the Negroes in wanton merriment, 
perhaps only to try how many a volley would 
deſtroy, or what, would be the conſternation 
of thoſe that ſhould eſcape, We are openly 
told that they had the leſs ſcruple concern- 
ing the treatment of the favage people, be- 
cauſe they ſcarcely conſidered them as diftin& 
from beaſts; and indeed the practice of all the 
European nations, and among others, of the, 
Engliſh barbarians that cultivate the ſouthern * | 
iſlands of America, proves that this opinion, 


however abſurd and fooliſh, however wicked hy 
and injurious, {ti}! continues to prevail. In- 
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tereſt and pride harden the heart, and, it is 
in vain to difpute againſt avarice and power. 

By theſe practices the firſt diſcoverers ali- 
enated the natives from them, and whenever 
a ſhip appeared, every one that could fly be- 
took himſelf to the mountains and the woods, 


ſo that nothing was to be got more than they 


could ſteal; they ſometimes ſurpriſed a few 
fiſhers, and made them ſlaves, and did what 
they could to offend the Negroes and enrich 
themſelves. This practice of robbery con- 
tinued *till ſome of the Negroes who had been 
enſlaved learned the language of Portugal, 
ſo as to be able to interpret for their coun- 
trymen, and one John Fernandez applied him- 
ſelf to the Negroe tongue. 

From this time began ſomething like a 
regular traffick, ſuch as can ſubſiſt between 
nations where all the power is on one fide 
and a factory was ſettled in the iſle of Arguin, 
under the protection of a fort. The pro- 
fit of this new trade was affigned for a 
certain term to Ferdinands Gomez, which 
ſeems to be the common method of eſta- 
bliſhing a trade that is yet too ſmall to en- 
Safe the care of a nation, and can only be 
enlarged by that attention which is beſtowed 
by private men upon private advantage. Go- 
mex continued the diſcoveries to cape Cathe- 
rine, two degrees and a half beyond the line. 

In the latter part of the reign of Alt honſe 
V. the ardour of diſcovery was ſomewhat 
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intermitted, and all .commercial enterpriſes 
were interrupted by the wars, in which he 
was engaged with various ſucceſs. But Fohn 
II. who ſucceeded, being fully convinced both, 
of the honour and advantage of extending 
his dominions in countries hitherto unknown, 
proſecuted the deſigns of Prince Henry with 
the utmoſt vigour, and in a ſhort time added 
to his other titles, that of king of Guinea and 
of the coaſt of Africa. 

In 1462, in the third year of the reign of 
John II. died Prince Henry, the firit encoura- 
ger of remote navigation, by whoſe incite- 
ment, patronage, and example, diſtant nati- 
ons have been made acquainted with each 
other, unknown countries have been brought 
into. general view, and the power of Europe 
has been extended to the remoteſt parts of 
the world. What mankind has loſt and gained 
by the genius and deſigns of this Prince, it 
would be long to compare, and very difficult 
to eſtimate. Much knowledge has been ac- 
quired, and much cruelty been committed, 
the belief of religion has been very little pro- 
pagated, and its laws have been outrageouſly 
and enormoutly violated, The Europeans 
have ſcarcely viſited any coaſt, but to grati- 
fy avarice, and extend corruption; to arrogate 
dominion without right, and practiſe cruelty 
without incentive, Happ py had it then been 
for the oppreſſed, if the deſigns of Henry had 
ſlept in his boſom, and ſurely more happy for 
the oppreſſors. But there is reaſon to hope 
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that out of- ſo much evil, good may ſome- 
times be produced, and that the light of the 
goſpel will:at laſt illuminate the ſands of Afri- 
ca, and the deſarts of America, though its 
progreſs cannot but be ſlow, when it is ſo 
much obſtructed by the lives of Chriſtians, 

The death of Henry did not interrupt the 
progreſs of King John, who was very ſtrict 
in his injunctions, not only to make, dif- 
coveries, but to ſecure poſſeſſion of the coun. 
tries that were found. The practice of the 
firſt navigators was only to raiſe a croſs 
upon the coaſt, and to carve upon trees the 
device of Don Hen: ; the name which they 
thought it proper to give to the new coaſt, 
and any other information for thoſe that 
might happen to follow them ; but now they 
beg an to erect piles of ſtone, with a croſs on 
the top, and engraved on the ſtone, the arms 
of Portugal, the name of the King, and:of 
the commander of the ſhip, with the day 
and year of the diſcovery. This was.account- 
ed ſufficient to prove their claim to the new 
lands, which might be pleaded, with juſtice 
enough againſt any other Europeans, and ihe 
rights of the original inhabitants were never 
taken into notice, Of theſe ſtone records 
nine more were erected in the reign of King | 
John, along the coaſt of Africa as far as the. 1 
Cape of Good Hape. _ 

The fortreſs in the iſle of Arguin was fi- 
niſhed, and it was found neceliary to build 
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another at S. Georgio de la Mina, a few de- 
grees north of the line, to ſecure the trade of 
gold duſt, which was chiefly carried on at 
that place. For this purpoſe a fleet was fitted 
out of ten large and three ſmaller veſſels, 
freighted with materials for building the 
fort, and with proviſions and ammunition 
for ſix hundred men, of whom one hundred 
were workmen and labourers. Father Lafitau 
relates in very particular terms, that theſe 
ſhips carried hewn ſtones, bricks, and timber 
for the fort, ſo that nothing remained but 
barely to erect it. He does not ſeem to con- 
ſider how ſmall a fort could be made out of 
the lading of ten ſhips. 

The command of this fleet was given to 
Don Diego d' Azambue, who ſet ſail Dec. 11, 
1481, and reaching La Mina, Fan. 19, 1482, 
gave immediate notice of his arrival to Ca- 
ramanſa, a petty Prince of that part of the 
country, whom he very earneſtly invited t 
an immediate conference, | 

Having received a meſſage of civility from 
the Negroe Chief, he landed and choſe a riſing 
ground proper for his intended fortreſs, on 
which he planted a banner with the arms of 
Portugal, and took poſſeſſion in the name of 
his maſter, He then raiſed an altar at the 
foot of a great tree, on which maſs was cele- 
brated, the whole aſſembly, ſays Lafitan, 
breaking out into tears of devotion at the 
proſpect of inviting theſe barbarous nations 
to the profeſſion of the true faith. Being ſe- 
Cure 
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cure of the goodneſs of the end, they had 


no ſcruple about the means, nor ever conſi- 
dered how differently from the primitive 
martyrs and apoſtles, they were attempting 
to make Proſelytes. The firſt propagaters of 
Chriſtianity recommended their doctrines by 
their ſufferings and virtues; they entered 
no defenceleſs territories with ſwords in their 
hands; they built no forts upon ground to 
which they had no right, nor polluted the 
purity of religion with the avarice of trade or 
inſolence of power. 

What may ſtill raiſe higher the indignation 
of a chriſtian mind, this purpoſe of pro- 
pagating truth appears never to have been 
{eriouſly purſued by any European nation; 
no means, whether lawful or unlawful, have 
been practiſed with diligence and perſeve- 
rance for the converſion of ſavages. When a 
fort is built and a factory eſtabliſhed, there 
remains no other care than to grow rich. It 
is ſoon found that ignorance is moſt eaſily 
kept in ſubjection, and that by enlightening 
the mind by truth, fraud and uſurpation would 
be made leſs practicable and leſs ſecure. 

In a few days an interview was appointed 
between Caramanſa and Azambuc. The Por- 
tygueſe uttered by his interpreter a pompous 
ſpeech, in which he made the Negroe Prince 
large offers of his maſter's friendſhip, exhort- 
ed him to embrace the religion of his new 
ally, and told him that as they came to form 
a league of friend{hip with him, it was ne- 

ceſiary 
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be always at hand to lend him aſſiſtance. 
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ceſſary that they ſhould build a fort whick {he 


might ſerve as a retreat from their common 
enemies, and in which the Portugueſe might 


The Negroe, who ſeemed very well to un- Wpec 
derſtand what the Admiral intended, after a yre 
ſhort pauſe returned an anſwer full of reſpect Wbe 
to the King of Portugal, but appeared a little va. 
doubtful what to determine with relation to Ne. 
the fort. The commander ſaw his diffidence, Wth« 
and uſed all his art of perſuaſion to overcome Wha 
it. Caramanſa, either induced by hope or Wo! 
conſtrained by fear, either deſirous to make Im: 
them friends or not daring to make them ¶th 
enemies, conſented with a ſhew of joy to Wbe 
that which it was not in his power to reiuſe, {Wlel 
and the new comers began the next day to break 
the ground for a foundation of a fort. an 

Within the limit of their intended forti- Wit: 
fication, were ſome ſpots appropriated to Wth 
ſuperſtitious practices, which the Negroes no ¶ ſu 
ſooner perceived in danger of violation by Whc 
the ſpade and pick-ax, than they ran to arms I oc 
and began to interrupt the work. The Por- Ib. 
tugueſe perſiſted in their purpoſe, and there WW ra 
had ſoon been tumult and bloodſhed, - had I be 
not the Admiral, who was at a diffance to pe 
ſuperintend the unlading the materials for Il tt 
the edifice, being informed of the danger. 

He was told at the ſame time that the ſup- I 11 
port of their ſuperſtition was only a pretence, I i! 


and that all their rage might be appeaſed by d 


the n 
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he preſents which the Prince expected, the 
delay of which had greatly offended him. 


o his men, prohibited all violence, and ſtop- 
ped the commotion ; he then brought out the 


ter a MWpreſents, and ſpread them with great pomp _ 
{pet before the Prince; if they wete of no gtet 
little Mvalue they were rare, for the Negroes had-ne-" 
Mn to Nver ſeen | ſuch. + wonders before, they were 


therefore received with extaſy, and per- 
haps the . Portugueſe derided them for their 
fondneſs of trifles, without conſidering how 
make many things derive their value only from 
their ſcarcity, and that gold and rubies would 
be trifles, if nature had ſcattered them with 
els frugality. | 
The work was now peaceably continued, 
and ſuch was the diligence with which the 
orti- WW ſtrangers haſtened to ſecure the poſſeſſion of 
tothe country, that in twenty days they had. 
es no ſufficiently Fortified . themſelves againſt the 


n by hoſtility of the Negroes. They then pro- 


arms ¶ oeeded to complete their defi ign. A church was 


Por- built in the place where the firſt altar had been 


there WW raiſed, on which a maſs was eſtabliſhed to 
had I be celebrated for ever once a day for the re- 
e to ¶ poſe of the ſoul of Henry, the firſt mover of 
for theſe diſcoveries. 
ger. In this fort the Admiral remained with 
ſup- Þ ſixty ſoldiers, and ſent back the reſt in the 
ence, || ſhips, with gold, -flaves, and other commo- 
d by I dities.. It may be obſerved that ſlaves were 
the ¶ never forgotten, and that wherever they went 
| they 


The Portugueſe Admiral immediately ran, 
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they gratified their pride if not their avarice, 
and brought ſome of the natives, when it hap- 
pened that they brought nothing elle. 

The Portugueſe endeavoured to extend their 
dominions {till farther, They had gained 
ſome knowledge of the Faloffs, a nation inha- 
biting the coaſt of Guinea, between the Gam- 
bia and Senegal. The King of the aloffs be- 
ing vicious and luxurious, committed the 
gare of the government to Bemein his brother 
by the mother's fide, in preference to two 
other brothers by his father. Bemoin, who 
wanted neither bravery nor prudence, knew 
that his ſtation was invidious and dangerous, 
and therefore made an alliance with the Por- 
tugueſe, and retained them in his defence by 
liberality and kindneſs. At laſt the King 
was killed by the contrivance af his brothers, 
and Bemoin was to loſe his power or main- 
tain it by war. 

He had recourſe in this exigence to his 
great ally the King of Portugal, who pro- 
miſed to ſupport him on condition that he 
ſhould become a Chriſtian, and ſent an am- 
baſſador accompanied with miſſionaries. Be- 
moin promiſed all that was required, object- 
ing only that the time of à civil war Was 
not a proper ſeaſon for a change of religion 
which would alienate his adherents, but ſaid, 
that when he was once peaceably eſtavliſh- 
ed, he would not only embrace the true re- 
ligion himſelf, but would endeavour the con- 
verſion of the kingdom. 
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This excuſe was admitted, and Bemoin 
Jelayed his converſion for a year, renewing 
his promiſe from time to time. But the war 
was unfucceſsful, trade was at a ſtand, and 
Bemoin was not able to pay the money which 
he had borrowed of the Portugueſe merchants, 
who ſent intelligence to Liſbon of his delays, 
and received an ofcer from the King, com- 
manding them under ſevere penalties to re- 
turn home, 

Bemoin here ſaw his ruin approaching, and 
hoping that money would pacity all reſent- 
ment, borrowed of his friends a ſum ſuffict- 
ent to diſcharge his debts, and finding that 
even this enticement would not delay the 
departure of the Portugueſe, he embarked his 
nephew in their ſhips with a hundred ſlaves, 
whom he preſented to the King of Portugal, 
to ſolicit his aſſiſtance. The effect of this 
embaſſy he could not ſtay to know, for be- 
ing ſoon after depoſed, he ſought ſhelter in 
the fortreſs of Arguin, whence he took ſhip- 
ping for Portugal with twenty-five of his prin- 
cipal followers. 

The King of Portugal pleaſed his own va- 
nity and that of his ſubjects, by receiving him 
with great ſtate and magnificence, as a migh- 
ty monarch who had fled to an ally for ſuc- 
cour in misfortune. All the lords and ladies 
of the court were aſſembled, and Bemoin was 
conducted with a ſplendid attendance into 
the hall of audience, where the King roſe 
from his throne to welcome him, Bemoin 

then 
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then made a ſpeech with great eaſe and diy 
-nity, repreſenting his unhappy ſtate, an 
imploring the favour of his powerful ally 


fired by the King, and it was therefore im. 


The King was touched with his aMiQti 
and {truck by his wiſdom, _ 
The.converſion of Bemoin was much de 


mediately propoſed to him that he ſhould be 
come a Chriſtian, Eccleſiaſtics were ſent to 
inſtruct him, and having now no more ob- 
ſtacles from intereſt, he was eaſily perſuaded 
to declare himſelf whatever would pleaſe 
thoſe on whom he now depended. He wa 
baptized Decenber 3, 1489, in the palace ov. 
the Queen with great magnificence, and: 

named John after the King. p 

Some time was ſpent in feaſts and ſports 
on this great occaſion, and the N groes fſignz-Wli 
lized themſelves by many feats of agility, farc 
ſurpaſſing the power of Europeans, who hav-¶ſc 
ing more helps of art, are leſs diligent top 
cultivate the qualities of nature. In the mean 
time twenty large ſhips were fitted out, well 
manned, ſtored with amunition, and laden 
with materials neceſſary for the erection 
of a fort. Wich this powerful armament 
were ſent a great number o miſſionaries un- 
der the direction of Alvarez the King's con- 
feſſor. The command of this force, which 
filled the coaſt of Africa with terror, was 
given to Pedro Vaz d' Acugna ſurnamed Biſa- 
gu; who ſoon after they had lanied, not 
being well pleaſed with his expedition, put 
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d dig an end to its inconveniences by ſtabbing Be- 
„ an moin ſuddenly to the heart. The King heard 
al of this outrage with great ſorrow, but did not 
11ction attempt to puniſh the murderer. | 

The King's concern for the reſtoration of 


ch de Bemoin was not the mere effect of kindneſs, 
* 3 he hoped by his help to facilitate greater de- 
11d be 


ſigns. He now began to form hopes of find- 
ing a way to the Eaſt-Indies, and of 'enrich- 
ing his country by that gainful commerce: 
This he was encouraged to believe practica- 
ble, by a map which the Moors had given to 
Prince Henry, and which ſubſequent diſco- 
veries have ſhewn to. be ſufficiently near to 
exactneſs, where a paſſage round the ſouth-eaſt 
part of Africa was evidently deſcribed. | 
ſportl The King had another ſcheme yet more 
ſignr likely to engage : curioſity, and not irrecon- 
ty, farMcileable with his intereſt. The world had for 
10 hav-MWſome time been filled with the report of a 
zent tog powerful chriſtian Prince called Pre/ter John, 
e meanElwhoſe country was unknown, and whom 
t, wellfſome, after Paulus Venetus, ſuppoſed to reign 
1 ladenſſſlin the midſt of Aa, and others in the depth 
rectionWof Ethiopia, between the Ocean and Red-fea. 
namentF'The account of the African Chriſtians was 
ies un- confirmed by ſome Abiſſinians who had tra- 
's con-Wvelled into Spain, and by ſome Friars that had 
whichFviſited the Holy Land; and the King was 
or, wasextremely deſirous of their correſpondence 
2d Bija-Wpnd alliance. : 
d, nol Some obſcure intelligence had been ob- 
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the King of Bemin, to deſire that preacher; 


ſent ambaſſadors to him with rich preſents 


dominions, and the marks of ſovereignty 
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tained, which made it ſeem probable that: 
way might be found from the countries late- 
ly diſcovered to thoſe of this far-famed mo- 


narch. In 1486, an ambaſſador came from 


] 


{ 


might be ſent to inſtruct him and his ſubjed 
in the true religion. He related that in th 
inland country, 350 leagues eaſtward from 
Bemin, was a mighty monarch called Ogan: 
who had juriſdiction both ſpiritual and tem 
poral over other Kings; that the King « 
Bemin and his neighbours, at their acceſſion 


and received from him the inveſtiture of thei 


which were a kind of ſceptre, a helmet, an 
a latten croſs, without which they coul 
not be conſidered as lawful Kings ; that thi 
great Prince was never ſeen, but on the da 
of audience, and then held out one of hi 
feet to the ambaſſador, who kiſſed it wit 
great reverence, and who at his departur 
had a croſs of latten hung on his nec 
which enobled him thence forward, and ex 
empted him from all ſervile offices. n 

Bemoin had likewiſe told the King that 
the eaſt of the kingdom of Tombut, there 
among other Princes, one that was neith: 
Mahometan nor Idolater, but who ſeem to 
to profeſs a religion nearly reſembling tl 
Chriſtian, Theſe informations compa e, 
with each other, and with the current Mi. 


counts of Preſter John, induced the King 
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of Ormus : They brought orders to Covillan, 
that he ſhould ſend one of them home with 
the journal of his travels, and go to Ormus 
with the other. 

Covillan obeyed the orders, ſending an ex- 
act account of his adventures to Liſbon, and 
proceeding with the other meſſenger to Or- 
mus; where having made ſufficient enquiry, 
he ſent his companion homewards with the 
caravans that were going to Aleppo, and em- 
barking once more on the Red-ſca, arrived in 
time at Abiſſinia, and found the Prince whom 
he had ſought ſo long and with ſuch danger. 


T wo-a\hips were ſent- out upon the ſame. 


ſearch, of which Bartholomew D1az. had the 
chief command ; they were attended by a 
ſmaller veſſel laden with proviſions, that they 
might not return upon pretence of want ei- 
ther felt or feared. 


Navigation was now brought - nearer to 


perfection. The Portugueſe claim the honour 
of many inventions by which the ſailor is 
aſſiſted, and which enable him to leave ſight 
of land. and commit himſelf to the bound- 
leſs ocean. Diaz had orders to proceed be- 
yond the river- Zaire, where Diego Can had 
{topped, to build monuments of his diſcoveries, 
and to leave upon the coaſts Negroe men and 
women well inſtructed, who might enquire 
after Preſter John, and fill the natives with 
reverence for the Portugueſe. on OR. 
Diax, with much oppoſition from his crew, 
whole mutinies he repreſſed partly by ſoft- 
nels 
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eſs and partly by ſteadineſs, ſailed on till 
ie reached the utmoſt point of Africa, which 
rom the bad weather that he met there, he 
alled Cabo Tormentoſs, or the Cape'of Storms. 


1 He would have gone forward, but his crew 
orced him to return. In his way back he 
„ et the Vituiller, from which he had been 
he parted nine months before; of the nine men 
n. hich were in it at the ſeparation, ſix had 
in Wocen killed by the negroes, and of the three 


F & bs = 


he Mo the King, 
a to be called thenceforward Cabo de Buena 
Eſperanza, or the Cape of Good Hope. 
= # Some time before the expedition of Dzaz, 
 Wthe river Zaire and the kingdom of Congo 
Foy had been diſcovered by Diego Can, who found 
ur Da nation of Negroes who ſpoke a language 
is which thoſe that were in his ſhips could not 
he (underſtand, He landed, and the natives, 
d- whom he expected to fly like the other in- 
\e. Fhabitants of che coaſt, met them with con- 
ad fidence, and treated them yyith kindneſs; 
es, but Diege, finding that they #.14 not under- 
nd ſtand each other, ſeized ſome of their chiefs, 
ire and carried them to.: Portugal, leaving ſome 
ich Not his own people in their room, to learn the 
I language of Congo. 
w, Ihe Negroes were ſoon pacified, and the 
fe. Portugueſe left to their mErcy were well 
eſs treated; and as they by degrees grew able 
C 3 to 
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to make themſelves underſtood, recommend- Hand 
ed themſelves, their nation, and their religi- not 
on. The King of Portugal ſent Diego back Hanit 
in a very ſhort time with the negroes whom K 
he had forced away; and when they were enem 
ſet ſafe on ſhore, the King of Congo conceivedi to h 
ſo much eſteem for Diego, that he ſent one Que 
of thoſe who had returned back again in hig after 
ſhip to Liſbon, with two young men diſpatchedi then 
as ambaſſadors, to deſire inſtructors to be ſent inno- 
for the converſion of his kingdom. death 
The ambaſſadors were honourably received Tt. 
and baptized with great pomp, and a fleet was was 
immediately fitted out for Congo, under the chrif 
command of Gonſalvo Sorza, who dying ini by th 
his paſſage was ſucceeded in authority by his ?:mo 


nephew Roderigo. | anity 
When they came to land, tne King's un) the n 
cle, who commanded the province, imme Su 


diately requeſted to be ſolemnly initiated in gatio 
to the chriſtian religion, which was granted darin 
to him and his young ſon, on Eaſter day 1491, new 
The father was named Manuel, and the ſon An pran 
tonio. Soon afterwards the King, Queen, and and 
eldeſt Prince received at the font the names of F 
of Jahn, Eleanor, and Alphonſo; and a watſ ciful 
breaking out, the whole army was admitted he h 
to the rites of chriſtianity, and then ſent a Calun 
gainſt the enemy. They returned victorious been 
but ſoon for got their faith, and formed a con- 
ſpiracy to reſtore paganiſm; a powerful o 
poſition was raiſed by infidels and apoſtates 
headed by one of the King's younger ſons ; 
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and the miſſionaries had been deſtroyed had 
not Alphonſo pleaded for them and for chriſti- 


anity. 

1: he enemies of religion now became the 
enemies of Alphonſo, whom they accuſed 
to his father of difloyalty. His mother, 
Queen Eleanor, gained time by one artifice 
after another, till the King was calmed ; he 
then heard the cauſe again, declared his ſon 
innocent, and puniſhed his accuſers with 
death. 
| The King died ſoon after, and the throne 
was diſputed by Alphonſo, ſupported by the 
chriſtians, and Aquitimo his brother followed 
by the infidels. A battle was fought, Agui- 
timo was taken and put to death, and chriſti- 
anity was for a time eſtabliſhed in Congo, but 


the nation has relapſed into its former follies. 


Such was the ſtate of the Portugueſe navi- 


J gation, when, in 1492, Columbus made the 


daring and proſperous voyage, which gave a 


| new world to European curioſity and Euro- 


bean cruelty. He had offered his propoſal, 
and declared his expectations to King John, 
of Portugal. who had ſlighted him as a fan- 
ciful and raſh projector, that promiſed what 
he had not reaſonable hopes to perform. 
Columbus had ſolicited other Princes, and had 
been repulſed with the ſame indignity ; at 
aſt Iſabella of Arragon furniſhed him with 
ſhips, and having found America, he entered 
the mouth of the Tagus in his return, and 


| /hewed the natives of the new country. 


V hen 


xxxii INTRODUCTION. 
When he was admitted to the King's pre- 
ſence, he acted and talked with ſo much 
haughtineſs, and reflected on the negleq 
which he had undergone with ſo much a- 
crimony, that the courtiers who ſaw their 
Prince inſulted, offered to deſtroy him ; but 
the King, who knew that he deferved the 
reproaches that had been uſed, and who now 
ſincerely regretted his incredulity, would ſuffer 
no violence to be offered him; but diſmiſſed 
him with preſents and with honours.” 

The Portugueſe and Spaniards became now 
jealous of each others claim to countries, 
which neither had yet ſeen; and the Pope, 
to whom they appealed, divided the new 
world between them by a line drawn from 
north to ſouth, a hundred leagues weſtward 
from Cape Verd and the Azores, giving all 
that lies weſt from that line to the Spanzards, 
and all that lies eaſt to the Portugueſe. This 
was no ſatisfactory diviſion, for the eaſt and 
weft muſt meet at laſt, but that time was 
then at a great diſtance. 

According to this grant, the Portugueſe con- 
tinued their diſcoveries eaſtward, and became 
maſters of much of the coaſt both of Africa and 
the Indies; but they ſeized much more tha 
they could occupy, and while they were unde 
the dominion of Spain, loſt the greater part 0 
their Indian territories, 
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nr. I. Columbus's firs Voyage. The Difi- 
fer cu/ties wvith which it awwas attended. His Di/- 
{led cowery of the Lucayan or Bahama ande, when 
e Men deſpairing of finding Land, were about 
10007 throw him overboard. 3 diſcovering Cuba 
ies, and Hiſpaniola, Mis Return to Spain, with 
the Reception he met with from their Catholic 


pe 

Hot Majefties. | | Page 1. 
bl . 

rom r. II. Columbus's ſecond Voyage. He ails 

NE” avith a more numerous Fleet, arrives at the Ca- 


ribbee-Iſlands, and diſcovers Dominica, Mari- 
N al galante and Guadalupe, in which laſt Place he 
— as, lands, and endeavours in vain to trade with the 
hi Natives. He thence proceeds to ſeveral other 
and Hands, the moſt remarkable of which are Mont- 
was ſerrat, and St. John's, and arriving at Hiſpa- 

niola, jinds the Colony ruined, and the Spaniards 
on- d:ftrazed by their own Folly ; upon which he re- 
amel /fores Things to a good Situation; quells a Mutiny, 
and having taken the moſt prudent Meaſures, ſets ö 
han V upon other Diſcoveries, lands at Jamaica; 
meets with a Multitude of Iſlands, to which be 1 
gives the Name of the Queen's Garden; fleers 4 
alang the Coaſt off Cuba, and after ſuffering many | 
Difficulties, returns to Hifpaniola, where he finds. | 

every thing in great Confuſion ; but having made 

new Regulations for the Security of the Settlement, 
Ne. fails for Spain. P. 38. | 
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Cray, III. Columbus's third Voyage. He ſteeri Settl, 


new Courſe, paſſes by the Cape de Verd andi Veve— 
and anchors at one 1 them, where the Portugueſt Coa/ 
ſend their lepers to be cured by living upon Narr nos 


He thence jails to the Weſt, and diſcovers the Il the 
of Trinidad, and afterwards the Continent Aam 
ewhich he at firſt ſuppoſed to be an Iſland, Bu Stay 
finding his Miſftake, called it Paria. He trad: 7 H 
ewith the Inhabitants, and returns to Hiſpaniola Col! 
A ſaccindt Hiſtory of the Troubles of that Iſland, Cha 
and of the Admiral"s endeavours to pacify them 

But the Court of Spain being alarmed at the manMrheD 


Complaints ſent from the Indies, depute a Perſon ! 
o thither to hear and determine them; upon whic 
the Admiral is ſent Home in Irons with his ta 


Brothers. P._— 
CHAT. IV. A Digreſſion, containing the Diſcoverit 2 
made by other Spaniards, while Columbus wa 8 2 
engaged in his third Voyage. P. 93 » 
Cray. V. Columbus's fourth Voyage. He arrive 8 


at Hiſpaniola, and meets with the Baſeſt Ujag! 
rom Obando, the new Gowernor, upon oh 
he leaves that Iſland, and proſecutes his Diſcoverie 
along the Coaſt of the Continent : Proceeds i : 
the Iſthmus of Darien, where he expedted 11 —_ 
find a Peſſage to the Indies: Sails to the Ha Ps 


wen of Porto Bello: Sends a Detachment up th Ni 
River Veragua zo the Indian Mines; and, afte 0 


other Excurſions into the Country, forms a Setth pd 
meut at ihe Mouth of the Ri ver Belem, ah 2 


being infermed that a Cacique named Quibio ph 
intended to ſet Fire to the Houſes, he cauſes hin Di 
and his Family to be ſeized, but they making q l 
their Eſcape, attack the Settlement, and kill + 2 


veral of the Spaniards, upon which the new 
Settleri 
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en Settler: rejoin the Admiral, who after fuffering 


and; 
zue Coa/? of Jamaica 3 whence they ſend two Ca- 
rt ves 10 Hiſpaniola. The Hardſhips ſußered by 
. People in the Voyage, and the Troubles the 
nem Admiral met wwith in Jamaica during his len 

Say in that land. The Spaniards Jail thence 
radu to Hiſpaniola, and afterwards to Spain, where 
iola Columbus dies, Some Account of his Perſon and 
and Character. P. 100 


hem. 


heDiscoverres of the Spaniards from the Death 
of Columbus, to Corte's Expedition. 


uA. I. The State of Hiſpaniola ander the Go- 
vernment of Nicholas de Obando. Porto Rico 
ſettled by Jaan Pounce de Leon. Don Diego 
Columbus, being made Gowernor of Hiſpaniola, 
forms a Pearl Fiery near the /mall Iſland of 
„ Cubagua. P. 144. 
„nr. II. Alonzo de Hojeda and Diego de Ni- 
cueſſa, obtaining Patents for making new Diſco- 
wveries, ſail for the Weſt-Indies. Hojeda, land- 
ing at Carthagena, and marching into the Coun- 
try, has many of his Men cut off, and he himel, 
narrowly eſcapes; but is aſſifled and revenged 4 
Nicueſſa, Hojeda afterwards forms the Sertle- 
ment of St. Sebaſtian, which being unable to ſup- 
port, he retires to Hiſpaniola, where be ates of 
Want, while the Colony is ſaved by the prudent 
Advice of Nunez de Balboa. Mean wile 
Diego de Nicueſſa plants the Colony of Nombre 
de Dios; but mers with many Misfortunes and 
ies miſerably. P. 148. 
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ſeveral Hardſhips, run the Ships on Shore on the - 


—— 


- * 9 .-. 
= -. „ Om CS i i. — — — —— IE. r. 
= o a . - - . > * — — ” 


— = — - 
„% waa oo To oa 


= a AS +4 
9 i. 


Te GC ON F. ENS. 5 
Cray. III. Diego Columbus /ends Diego vel 
quez t plant a Colony in Cuba, A Deſcripti 
of that Hand. | A 160 
Char. IV. The Di/coveries made on the Contin 
under the Command of Diego de Velaſquez, | 
Francis Hernandes de Cordova his Lizutenan 
The Misfortunes Cordova meets with, and t| 
Hardſhips he ſuffers till his Return to Cub 
where he dies. 3 16 
CA V. The Diſcoveries made on the Continn 
by the Command of James Velaſquez, under Joh 
Grijalva. They laud in the Iſland of Cozumd 
proceed to New-Spain, and defeat the Indians 
Potonchan. They then land on ihe Banks 
Rio de Grijalva, where they receive Preſe 
from the Indians. Steering from thence they « 
invited on Shore by che Mexicans, with ah 
they trade for Gold. They afterwards vi [ 
weral Iſlands; diſcover Femples with Idols a 
human Sacr:fices ; purchaſe many bright 'Coppu 
Axes which they miſtake for Gold, and return Das 
the Iſland'sf Cuba, where Grijalva is dir 7." 
by Velaſquez, for diſobeying the orders he bmi IIig 
bad given him. * 17¹ . 
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elombus's firſt Vigaze. The Difficulties with 
uh auhbich it vas attended, His Dijcovery of the 
- Opp Lucayan or Bahama IJands, 2when the Men, de- 
ſpairing of finding Land, were about to threaw 
iin overboara, His diſcovering Cuba and 
Hiſpaniola. His Return to Spain, avith the 
Reception he met with from their Catholic Ma- 


Jeſries; 
FIR the territory of Genoa, and being 
N. vs early taught navigation, lived by 
9 drawing charts for the ſea- ſervice. 
* The ſkill of the Portugueſe in mari- 
ime affairs at length engaged him to ſettle at 
Liſbon, where by his ſobriety, temperance, and 
he regularity of his conduct, he acquired a 
onſiderable number of friends, married a wo- 
D maa 


Hriflopher Columbus was born, in 


| 
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man of fortune, and for ſome time after, traded a 
the coaſt of Guinea. 

Columbus, reaſoning upon the ſpherical figur 
of the earth, thought it highly probable tha 
the continent. on one fide was balanced by an 
equal quantity of land on the other, in which hi 
was fully confirmed, by obſerving, when at the 
Cape de Verd iſlands, that the winds at a certay 
ſeaſon conſtantly blew from the weſt, which h 
thonght muſt be owing to a large tract of land 
on that ſide. And as the Portugue/e had already 
diſcovered great part of the coatt of Africa, and 
were filled with hopes of finding a paſſage to the 
Indies, he had no doubt that by failing to the 
weſt he ſhould diſcover a ſhorter way thither, 
and by thut means obtain the ſpices and other 
rich commodities of thoſe countries, much cheaper 
than they were ſold to the Fenerzans in Egypt, after 
being brought by land thro? Per/ia. 

Having ſtrengthened his opinion by many 
obſervations drawn from reaſon, he laid them 
before the ſtate of Genoa, with a propoſal for 
making new diſcoveries; but that republic re- 
jected his ſcheme from the fear of drawing up- 
on it the reſentment of ſeveral Princes; on Which 
he addreſſed himſclf to Jo II. King of Por. 
tugul, who liſtened to his project, and amuſed 
him with the hopes of putting it in practice, 
'till having drawn from him the eſſential part 
of bis ſcheme, he, under the pretence of ſend- 


ing ſupplies to the Cape de Verd flands, fitted 


out a veſſel, in order to make theſe diſcoveries, 
without allowing Columbus either the profit or 
honour he might juſtly have hoped to re- 
seive from them, His ungenerous enterpriſe, 

how- 
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onduct in the perſons employed. 


gu This unfair and clandeſtine conduct was ſo 
thalWeceply reſented by Columbus, that he reſolved 
/ ano leave Portugal, and that very year, 1485, ſent 

is brother Bartholomew with the ſame propoſals 


o Henry VII. King of Exglaud, while he him- 
elf prepared to go to Spain on the ſame ac- 
ount ; but Bari holomeau being taken and plun- 
lan(Wered by pirates in his paſſage, was, on his ar- 
-ac)Bival at London, reduced to ſuch extreme po- 
andfWerty, as rendered him unable to gain an au- 
\ thefWicnce of his Majeſty, *till by drawing and ſelling 
thefWharts he acquired ſome reputation, and put 
her, imſelf into Jach an equipage as was neceſſary 
ther or his obtaining acceſs to the King. This 
onour he obtained in the year 1488, when he 
et with all the ſucceſs that could be deſired, 


ind actually entered into an agreement with 
entry VII. on behalf of his brother, ſeveral 


ic Majeſties. 

Mean while Chrifopher Columbus met with 
nany difficulties at the court of Ferdinand and 
Vabella, where his ſcheme being treated as an 
dle chimerical project, and himſelf expoſed to 
iſedicicule, he was with difficulty prevented, by 
ice, Wome who eſpouſed his cauſe, from coming to 
part WW r0/2nd, to ſee what ſucceſs his brother Bartho- 
nd. Nome ro had met with. However, Queen 1/abella 
ted Wet length approving his ſcheme, the articles of 


ies, agreement were ſigned in 1492, by which Co- 

Ol bus was made Viceroy of the countries and 
ly \dmiral of the ſeas he ſhould giſcover ; that he 
iſe, 


mould have the tenth of all that was bought, 
D 2 bartered, 


er, miſcarried through a want of courage and 


ears before Chrifopher cloſed with their Catho- 
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bartered, found or acquired, within thoſe limit 
after the charge of the conqueſt ſhould be de 
fray. d, together with an eighth part of all he ſhoult 
bring home with his fleet, in confideration e 
which he was to be at one eighth part of the ex 
pence in fitting it out. 

The neceſſary preliminaries being thus ad 
juſted, he was allowed three ſmall veſſels, th 
Santa Maria, commanded by himielf; the Pin 
under the command of Martin Alonzo Pinzon 
and the Niza, with ſquare ſails, commanded h 
Vincent Tanez Pinzon, brother to the former 
the letter furniſning one half of Columbus's ſh: 
of tii expence. 

This {mill fleet, which carried only about 1: 
men*, ſet {ail from Palos on the 3d of Augu/t 149: 
but the next morning the rudder of the Pin 
broke looſe, which obliged the Admiral to | 
by. This camage, which was ſuppoſed to hai 
been contrived by the matter, who was aver 
to the voyage, was however ſoon repaired. TI 
accident iome of the ſuperſtitious ſeamen wou 
have interpreted as an ill omen; but Colum 
wiſely told them, that no omen could be evi 
where people were engaged in a good deſign 
He eaucavoured to divert their attention frot 
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ſuch trifles by teaching them the principles « «Sh 
navigation, and to keep up their ſpirits by gui. + 
ing them right ſentiments of the undertaking nazer 
which they were embarked. 3 

The fleet reached the Canaries on the 11. 11. 
and itaid at the iilands of Grand Canaria an "= 


% 
On 
ere ſu 


* Herera ſeys that this fleet was manned by only « 
but many other authors of good authority : repreſent 1 
number as above. 
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Jſabella *till the 6th of September, in order in 
urchaſe another ſhip ; but being difappointed, 
hey ſailed to the weſtward with very little wind. 
Three days after lofing fight of land, many peo- 
le on board wept bitterly from the apprenen- 
ion that they ſhould never ſee it more. Lo re- 
zove this childiſh deſpondency, which it was 
eared would infeQ the whole company, Colum- 


zs gave them the moſt confident aſſurances of 
q1 proſperity and wealth, and at the ſame time 
) 


hought proper to deceive them in his reckon- 
nz ; for though they ſailed eighteen leagues that 
2y, he pretended that they had made no more 
han fifteen, reſolving thus to diſguiſe his reckon- 
po during the whole voyage, that theſe ſpiritleſs 
Ales might not think themſelves fo far from 
pain as they really were. 


to on the 12th of September he was 150 leagues 

hai tl F 1 1 f | d 
eſt of Ferro, and at this diſtance from lan 

"Th iſcovered the body of a 7 2 tree, which ap- 
Meared to have been long floating in the wa- 


er. He here found a ſtrong current ſetting 
d the north-eaſt, and having run fifty leagues 
ther weſtward, he on the 13th perceived the 
eedle varying half a point towards the north- 
alt, and at day-break half a point more. This 
ariation, which had never been obſerved be- 
dre, filled him with great ſurpriſe ; but his 
Wnazement was much increaſed, when failing 
bout 100 leagues farther he found that the 
eedle varied at night about a point to the north- 
it, and in the morning pointed upon the north 
IT, 5 

On the 14th, the people on board the Mua 
ere ſurpriſed at the ſight of a heron, and ſome 
D 3 tropic 
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tropic birds; but the next day their aſtoniſhment 
the ſea covere 
with green and yellow weeds that ſeemed to hau 
been lately waſhed away from ſome rock or iſland; 
Hence they concluded that they were near land, 
eſpecially as they found a live lobſter floating 
amongſt the weeds, and afterwards perceivet 
the ſea-water grow leſs ſalt as they advanced 
they were alſo attended by great ſhoals of tunn 


was greatly increaſed at ſeeing 


fiſh. 


On the 18th, Martin Alonzo Pinzon, Captai 
of the Pinta, who was a-head, lay to for th 


Admiral, and informed him that he had ſeen 


great number of birds flying weſtward, ar 
thought he diſcovered land to the northward 
15 leagues diſtance ; but the Admiral, being coi 
vinced that he was miſtaken, would not alter h 


courſe, though ſolicited by the people, who re 
dily gave credit to ſuch an agreeable illuſion ; bi 
the next day the Admiral ſeeing a number ( 
ſea-gulls, which he ſuppoſed could not fly f 
began himſelf to conceive hopes of ſoon reac 
ing land; yet ſounding with a line of 200 
thom he could find no bottom. Three da 
after they took a bird like a heron, of a bla 
colour, with a white tuft on the head, and wel 
footed ; they alſo ſaw abundance of weeds, a 
in the evening were viſited by three {mall bin 
ſinging, which flew away at day-break, and co 
firmed Columbus in the opinion, that they cou 
3 be far from land. The next day they : 

aw a tropic bird, but met with ſuch a quantity 
weeds as filled them with apprehenſions that th 
courſe would be impeded, 
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As the wind had hitherto been always right 
aſtern, the people were under the moſt dreadful 


Wapprehenfions that they ſhould never have a fair 
andMocale to carry them back; but about this time it 
land ſhifted to the ſouth-weſt, which gave great ſa- 
atine tisfaction to the Admiral, as it afforded him 


room to convince the ſailors of the vanity of 


monſtrances, they began loudly to murmur from 
che apprehenſion of periſhing at ſea in queſt of 
ptaiſa country that had no exiſtence, and their diſ- 
r thcontent made them fo outrageous, that a mutiny 
een would probably have enſued had not a brikk wind 
all ſprung up at weſt-north-weſt, and demonſtrated 
rd Mthat they theuld always have a chance for re- 
> conf turning. Their hope of obtaining land was allo 
er Mrerired by ſeeing a pigeon fly over the ſhip, and 
o rei by the fight of ſeveral ſmall birds flying from the 
5 br welt, 
der In proportion as the people were elated by 
ly fa theſe ſigns, the greater was their mortification 
reac] on their diſappointment, They not only loudly 
oo il complained againit the Admiral, who, they 
diff faid, had from a fooliſh and ill-grounded fancy 
. bla formed the deſign of railing his own fortune 
1 well and family at their expence, but caballed againſt 


s, a him, maintaining that they had already pro- 


| bir ceeded far enough to ſhew their courage and 
d co perſeverance, and that it was therefore high 
coij time to return to their friends and country, tho” 
ey they ſhould be even obliged to compel Columbus 
itity to conſent to it. They conſidered that the Ad- 
at ih miral was a foreigner, and therefore would ſcarce- 
ly have intereſt enough at court to bring them to 
puniſhment for their diſobedience, eipccially as 

he 


their fears; yet in ſpite of all his reaſons and re- 
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he had powerful enemies, who, they knew, 
would embrace every opportunity of oppoſing his 
achions. In ſhort, their terror and deſpair were 
r21.ed to ſuch a height, that ſome propoſed 
throwing him overboard, and alledged that when 
that was done they ſhould be ſecured from all 
farther danger, by their affirming, on their re- 
torn to Spain, that he had fallen into the ſez 
while he was making his obſervations. Colum- 
bus, who was not ignorant of this mutinous ſpi- 
rit, exerted all his abilities in order to remove 
it: he ſometimes repretented the duty they owed 
him, as being inveſted with a legal authority, 
which he was refolved to maintain at the hazard 
of his lift; and at others reproached them 
with their pufillanimity and 1mpatience, which 
even the mo! evident ſigns of their being near 
land could not remove. In ſhort, he ſhewed the 
folly of their fears, and fo far encouraged their 
hopes as to prevent their taking any reſolution 
thic could prejudice the important enterpriſe in 
which they were engaged. 

On the 25th of epember, about ſun ſetting, 
Pixon, whate ſhip was along ſide of the Ad- 
miral, ſuddenly cried out Land! land! und 
printed towards the ſouth-weſt, where there ap- 
pd ſomething like an iſtand at 25 eagues dif- 
tance, This at once filled the men with ſuch joy 
that they gave thanks to God with great fervour 


and devotion, and thourh Columbus was ot a dif- 


ferent opinion, he readily complied with their cla- 
morons demand of filing to it, and ſtood towards 
the ſuppoſed iſland tur ng the greateſt part of 
the night: but in the „ crning they ſaw all their 
hopes vaniſned, when their diſſatisfaction re- 
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turning, they renewed their complaints. The 
Admiral, however, with a ſteadineſs and intre- 
pidity peculiar to himſelf, perſiſted in the execu- 
tion of his purpoſe. 

On the 2gth they ſaw ſeveral wagtails and 
gulls, many flying fiſhes alfo appeared, and 
ſometimes fell into the ſnhip, and in the after- 
noon they met with a large quantity of weeds, 
which the men fancied afforded a proof that 
there was ground near them under water, 
and that they ſhould ſoon run upon it and 
per:ſh. 

On the iſt of Oꝙober the pilot of the Admi- 
ras ſhip was, by his ewn account, 578 leagues 
weſt of the iſland of Ferre, and thuugi the diſtance 
according to Columbus's reckoning was 707, he 
winked at the miſtake, leſt the ſailors ſhobld be 
more dejected on knowing their great d iſtance 
from home. Two days after perceiving no 
birds, - they imagined they had paſſed between 
ſome iſlands, and the ſallors earneſtly intreated 
the Admiral to ſteer either to the one fide or to 
the other in queſt of the land they imagined they 
had left. He however refuſed to comply with 
their intreaties, being unwilling to lute the fa- 
vourable wind that carried him to the weſtward, 
and reſolved not to take any ſtep to leſſen the 
reputation of his undertaking, which muſt have 
ſuiterec in the opinion of his people, had he 
changed his courte from that which he had all 
along aſſured them would terminate in the ac- 
compliſhment of their wiſhes. This fortitude 
they termed obſtinacy and madneſs, and were 
actually on the point of taking ſome deſperate 
reſolution to his prejudice, when their hopes 
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were again revived by the arrival of upward 
of forty ſparrows, and other birds flying from 
the welt. i 

On the 7th of Ober there appeared ſome 
imperfeR ſigns of land; but nobody would ven. 
ture to mention it; for tho? their Catholic Ma. 
jeſties had promiſed a penſion of 30 crowns 
per annum for life, to him who ſhould be ſo 
happy as firſt to diſcover land, yet in order to 

revent their r.oify exclamations at every trifling 
imagination of this ſort, it was alſo decreed, 
that whoever ſhould cry land three days before 
it was actually made, ſhould forfeit the reward, 
even though it ſhould be afterwards proved that 
he was the diſcoverer. In ſpite of this pre- 
caution the Ma, which being the beſt ſailor 
kept always a-head, fired a gun, and hoiſted her 
colours in token in land; but the appearance of 
that miſled them totally vaniſhed at their nearer 
approach. The people were, however, theerrie 
next day in ſome meaſure comforted under their Th. 
diſappointment by obſerving many flights oa of 
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large and ſmall birds, which proceeded from the fter x 


welt to the ſouth-weſt, when the Admiral being gn gra 
fully perſuaded that they could not go far to ſea, Hag 
in imitation of the Portrgueſe, who had diſcover-W!g2t, 


ed ſeveral iſlands by following the flight of ſuch et or 
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birds, altered his courſe and ſtood to the ſouth- 
weſt; for he had now run 750 leagucs to the 
weſtward of the Canaries, within which ſpace he 
himſelf expected to make land. 

On the 8th of Odbeber they were viſited by 
twelve finging bids of different colours, and ſaw 
many others, as jays, ducks, and gulls, flying to 
the ſouth-weſt. The air alſo appeared freſh and 
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xdoriferons, but the puſillanimous ſeamen had 
been ſo often deceived, that theſe certain ſigns 
pf their being near land could not ſuppreſs their 
urmers, which, during the two following days, 
ecreaſed to ſuch a degree, that the brave Colum- 
1, in ſpite of all his endeavours, would not 
ave been able much longer to have withſtood 
he ſtorm, which was ready to burſt into open re- 
dellion, when it was providentially diſſipated by 
uch manifeſt proofs of their approach to land as 
ould not be diſputed, 

On the 11th of Oaober, thoſe on board the 
dmiral's ſhip ſaw a green ruſh together with 
large rock-fiſh ſwim by the ſhip; the ſailors 
f the Pinta diſcovered a cane floating, and, 
what was much more extraordinary, took up a 
taff curiouſly wrought, together with a ſmall 
board, and at the fame time the crew of the 
Va perceived a branch of thorn full of red 
derries. 

Theſe objects having now aſſured the Admi- 
al of their near approach to land, he at night, 
fter prayers, reminded them of the mercy of God 
n granting them fair weather during ſuch a long 
oyage, and exhorted them to be vigilant tha: 
ight, as he expected to ſee land the next day, and 
ot only mentioned the penſion of zo crowns, 
ut promiſed to give a velvet doublet to him 
ho ſhould be the firſt diſcoverer. After this 
eech he retired to the great cabin, from whence 
erceiving what appeared to be a light on 
tore, he called to one of the ſailors, who being 
eſired to obſerve, acknowledged that he plainly 
ait, and ſuppoſed it to be a candle or we 
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belonging to ſome fiſherman or traveller, as it 
ſeemed to move, and to vaniſh and appear by 
turns. This increaſed their vigilance and cau- 
tion, though they ſtill purſued the courſe 
till about two in the morning, when tne Pinta, 
being far a-head, gave the ſignal of land, which 
was firſt diſcovered by a ſailor at the diſtance of 
two leagues; the penſion, however, was given 
to the Admiral, who had before perceived the 
light. As they were now {© near the ſhore, all 
the ſhips lay to, and the people waited for 
morning with the greateſt impatience, in order to 
ſealt their eyes with what they had ſo long and ſo 
earneſtly wiſhed to behold. 

Their hopes, however, were not now diſap- 
pointed, for day no ſooner dawned than they per- 
ceived an ifland about forty-five Z:g/i/þ miles in 
length, and almoſt one continued plain, covered 
with green trees; it was ſupplied with delights 
ful rivers, and had a great lake in the middle, 
It was inhabited by «a number of people, who 
being aſtoniſhed at the fight of the thips, which 
they at firſt miſtook for living creatures, ran down 
to the thore. The Spaniards were inflamed by 
the moſt eager curioſity to know the particulars 
of this intereſting diſcovery, and the veſſels were 
ro ſooner brought to an anchor, than the Ads 
miral landed in his boat well armed, with the 


royal ſtandard diſplayed, attended by the other 
two Captains in their reſpective boats, with the 
particular enſigns of this enterpriſe, 

Immediately on their landing they kneeled 
and ſhedding 
Columbus then 

ſtanding 


on the ihore, gave thanks to God, 
tears of joy, kiſſed the ground, 
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anding up gave the ifland, which was called by 
* natives Granthani, the name of St. Salwa- 
ur *, and iwok poſt. tion of it for their Catho- 
lajcities. Tins ceremony being performed, 
e Was ackn now ledged as Admir ral and Vice roy 
y the & ahr, who now implored his pardon 
r the an. "ts and inſults they had offered him, 
nd j ytully wore to obey him as their Majeſ- 
es repreſentative. 

A multitude of the Indians were preſent at 
cle tranſa&10ns, and they appearing to be a 
ry fimple and quiet people, Columbus diflribu- 
d amongit them ſtrin ngs of « olaſs beads, re ca ps, 
nd other things of ſmall value, which they re- 
ived with tranſport, and on his returning to 
is hip, ſome of them ſwam after him, while 
thers followed in canoes, with javelins armed 
ith fiſn- bones, ſpun cotton, parrots, and other 
ings, to barter for ſuch trifles as he had d' ſtri- 
uted among the reſt, Few of theſe pec ple 
emed to be above thirty years of age, the, 
ere of a middle ſtature, well-ſhaped, and of 
n olive colour, with thick lank black hair, 
hich was generally cut ſhort above their ears, 
jough others had ſuffered it to grow, and tied it 
þ like the treſſes of women. They had open 
buntenances, very regular features, and high 
rcheads, The bodies of ſome and the faces 
others were painted black, white, and red, 
ough a few of them had only their noſes and 
ye-Iids coloured. But all of both ſexes were 
tirely naked; and ſo little were they acquaint- 
d with European arms, that they handled a naked 


It is now called Catt-iſand. 
E ſword 
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fword by the edge, without any ſuſpicion th; 
it was capable of hurting them. Some of they 
people being aſked by figns how they had go 
the wounds, the marks of which were {till u 
fible on their bodies, they anſwered in the ſamg 
manner, that they received them in their own 
defence, when fighting againſt the inhabitants d 
other iſlands who came with a view to enflay 
them. 

The next morning, being the 13th of Ole 
many of the Indians came to the ſhips in thei 
canoes, which were made by hollowing the 
trunk of a tree. Some of theſe were ſo ſmal 
as to hold only one perſon, and others largt 
enough to contain forty. They were rowel 
with paddles, and were ſo light that if the 
happened to be overſet, the rowers could eaſih 
ſet them right again, and empty the water wit 
calabaſhes, or dried gourds, which they carriel 
with them for that purpoſe. 

Theſe Indians had no jewels nor any kind o 
metal except ſmall plates of gold that hung a 
their noſtrils, which, by their ſigns, they informed 
the Spaniards came from the ſouth and ſouth 
weſt, where there were many countries and 
xlands. They were ſo fond of poſſeſſing an 
thing belonging to the Spanzards, that ſome 
them picked up bits of broken earthen war 
that lay upon the deck, leaped into the fea and 
ſwam aſhore with them. They were ready tt 
exchange any thing in their poſſeſſion for . 
moſt inſignificant trifles, and ſome of then 
youu twenty-five pounds of well ſpun cotton fo 
three ſmall pieces of Portugue/e braſs coin ne 
worth a farthing. Not that they believed thelith w 

| | than? 
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kings had much intrinſic value; but they ſeem- 
d to prize them only becauſe they belonged to 
yhite men, whom they conſidered as people de- 
cended from heaven, and of whom they deſired 
o keep ſome memorial. | 
o. On the 14th of October the Admiral coaſted 
its Ohe iſland in his boat towards the north-weſt, 
till he diſcovered a large bay or harbour ſuffici- 
nt to contain all the ſhips of Europe, being all 
Tober he while followed both by ſea and land by 
theiWrowds of the inhabitants, who expreſſed their 
onder and regard by a variety of geſticulations. 
\tlength arriving at a peninſula, he ſaw ſeveral 
f their houſes and plantations, which appeared 
owe s pleaſant as thoſe of Caffile in the month of 
ſay. However, finding that this was not the 
and he was in ſearch of, he took ſeven of the 
wii an, to ſerve as interpreters, and returning to 
arrieWis ſhips, failed to other iflands that were viſible 
rom the peninſula. 
nd o On the 15th of October, having failed ſeven 
ng aW:gues, he arrived at the weſt end of another 
rmeMland which he found to be about ten leagues 
ſouth length, and gave it the name of St. Mary of 
ange Conception; but perceiving that the inhabi- 
> anjWants differed but little from thoſe of S7. Sal a- 
or, and that it produced nothing worth notice, 


me 
warde continued his courſe weſtwa:l, and anchored 


a anWpon the coaſt of another larger iſland, which 
dy tixtended north-weſt and ſouth-eaſt above 28 
or thiFagues, Before he reached this agreeable ſpot, 
thenWhich he named Fernanda, he took up an Indian 


on fa hom he found at ſea in a ſmall canoe, furniſh- 
in no with a piece of their bread, a calabaſh filled 
| theſſhith water, and a little earth reſembling ver- 
thing E 2 milion, 


ich he; gave the name of Jabella, in hone 
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milion, which was uſed by thoſe people in pain 


ing their bodies. This Indian had alſo a ſme ou 


baſket, in which was contained a ſtring of gla ok 
beads and two ſmall pieces of Portugueſe mono: 11. 
from which it appeared that he was bound fro ehe 
St. Salvador to Fernanda, with the ſtrange ney * 
of the Admiral's arrival; but the voyage bein ch 
long he was weary with padling, and deſired Mie 1. 
be taken on board. Columbus treated him cou ot ! 
teouſly, gave him bread and honey to eat, mat ey 
him drink wine, and on ſetting him on tho. e 
gave him ſome toys, in order that by his f no 
vour«ble report he might prepoſſeſs the nating (1 
of Fernanda in favour of the Spaniards, I bodo 
ſucc: is an wered the Admiral's expectation; flM.;.;-. 
the iſlanders, on hearing the favourable accou 1.;, 

iven by the Indian, came in their canoes t y the 
64 wth the ſame ſort of commodities whidW,c4 
were found at St. Salvador; but they appear plea 
to have more ſagacity, and made more advantlains 
geous barg..ins. The women wore a kind W;:c1 
cotton cloth round their middle. Their hou nſeg 
were built like tents, but had ſcarcely any fu To 
niture: and the beds in which they lay walſhe a 
formed of a kind of nets that hung from two poliMani:s 
Here were ſome frees that ſeemed as if ingraſii fees 
by their bearing leaves or branches of four or f oſtor 


ſever! kinds, There were plenty of hih of don : 
ferent ſhapes and colours, with ſome lizard 
ſnakes, and dogs that could not bark. 

Columbus, . finding nothing valuable in tipo: 
Ilan, ſailed ca the 19th of O ober to anothd 


of her Catholic Majeſty, This iſland far ouch 
; ceed 
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ainceded the others in beauty and extent. It a- 
ima ounded with rivers, pleaſant meadows and 
roves, and the proſpect was diverſified with 
on: ils, which the reſt wanted: the ear was de- 
ighted with the ſongs of birds, which not only 
"Wopped from bough to bow, but even flew in 
bench flocks as darkened the air. Near one of 
f he lakes the Spaniards killed an alligator ſeven 
cout long with their ſpears, which, though at firit 
mn hey beheld with horror, they afterwards ſkinned 
l nd eat, this animal being eſteemed by the Indians 
115 M moſt delicious food. 
au Columbus was no ſooner acquainted with the 
@roduce of //abe/l:, and the manners of its in- 
1; adbitants, than he ſet ſail with a fair wind, for 
coun large country to the fouth, which was extolled 
des the Indians under the name of Cuba, and ar- 
whidW cd there on the 28th of October. It exhibited 
pear pleafing variety of hills and dales, woods and 
Lvant plains, and from the extent of its coaſt and the 
ind Wrccneſs of its rivers, appeared io be of great 
hou niequence. 

To obtain ſome intelligence of the natives, 
y wellhe Admiral caſt anchor in a broad river, the 
O Poanks of which were ſhaded by thick and tall 
grailees that were at the ſame time adorned with 
loſſoms and fruit entirely unknown. in Europe, 
oon after their landing they entered two houſes 
hich were deſerted by the natives, who, bein 

; ified at the appearance of ſhips, had fled; 
in pon which the Spaniards re- imbarked without 
mothe uching any of their eit ds, and continued 
cir courſe WIſtward 'til they arrived at the 
outh of another river : But this being larger 
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than the other, Columbus ſailed a conſider 
ble way up it. The banks were all along wm 
habited ; but here alſo the natives fled wit 
the effects they could carry to the mountain 
which aroſe to a conſiderable height, and wen 
covered with lofty trees. 

Columbus being ſenſible that if the inhabitam 
ſhould thus continue to avoid him, he ſhoul 
never be able to learn the nature of the ifland 
and being afraid of increaſing their terror 
landing a number of men, ordered two Spaniard 
attended by an Indian of St. Salvader and ant 
ther of Cuba, who had boldly ventured to com 
aboard with his canoe, to travel up into the 
country, and to endeavour by their obliging be 
haviour to remove the terror of the people. | 
the mean time he directed his ſhip to be careened 
on which occaſion he obſerved that the only fue 
of the country was maſtic wood, which grew then 
in great plenty. 

On the 5th of Nowember the two Spaniards re 
turned, accompanied by the Indian King and h 
ſon, and informed the Admiral that they h. 
travelled twelve leagues into the country, when 
they found a town conſiſting of fifty wood 
houſes covered with ſtraw, which contain 


carr! 
whic] 
PTINC 
he ty 
great 

In 


amon 


| about 1000 people; that they were met by but n 
| 228 perſons of the place, who took thenicould 
1 y the arms and led them to the town, whenſWcultiz 
W they were allowed a ſpacious lodging, in whidand | 
N they were ſeated upon wooden . in ti made 
form of ſome ſtrange animals with their tailWnufac 


lifted up for them to lean upon, and had eytrees 
and ears of gold. The Spaniards being ſeateſſture, 
6 on theſe benches, the Indians ſat around the well 
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zn the ground, and came one by one to kiſs the 
hands and feet of theſe ſtrangers, 1magining 
hey had come from heaven ; they at the ſame 
ime treated them with boiled roots, which in 
their taſte reſembled cheſnuts. After the men 
had thus fulfilled the rites of hoſpitality, they re- 
aired, to make room for the women, who allo 
iſſed their hands and feet, and entertained them 
with their homely fare. This favourable recep- 
jon they owed to their two Indian attendants, 
who repreſented the Spaniards as a humane and 
generous people. 

On their ſetting out to return to the ſhip, a 
preat number of the natives propoſed to accom- 
pany them ; this offer they declined, and would 
accept of none but the Cacique or King and his 
ſon, under whoſe protection they were enter- 
tained with great reſpect at ſeveral petty towns; 
meeting many of the inhabitants, who always 
carried lighted brands to kindle the fires with 
which they roaſted the roots that conſtituted their 
principal food. In return for theſe civilities, 
the two Princes were treated by the Admiral with 
great kindneſs and reſpect. 

In this excurſion they ſaw variety of birds, 
among which were partridges and nightingales ; 
but no quadrupedes, except a kind of dogs which 

k. A great part of the land was 


en cultivated and produced, beſides the bread- root, 


and maize or Indian corn, of which the natives 


nade a very well taſted flour. Their principal ma- 


nufacture was cotwn, which they gathered from 
trees that grew without the leaſt care or cul- 


ore, and of this they made vaſt quantities of 


well ſpun yarn, but had no other uſe for it than 
forming 
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forming hammocks and ſhort aprons for th 
women. The Tata, afterwards carried great 
quantities of this cotton on board the ſhipsf 
viiiere they willingly exchanged a baſket full off 
it for a thong of leather. They had no gold, 
pearl or ſpices, but pointed towards the eaſt} 
where they intimated that there was a country 
plentifully ſtored. with them. | 

In conſequence of the above information, Cu. 
lumbus reſolved to ſail to ,a place which the J 
dan, called Bohio; but before he left Cuba hel 
ſeized twelve Indians whom he intended to carry} 
into Spain, which ſeizure was made with ſuch} 
little diſturbance, that the huſband of one of the 
women he had taken came to the ſhip in his 
canve, and begged that he might be allowed to 
accompany his wife and children. This inſtance 
of affection gave great pleaſure to the Admiral, 
who inſtantly granted his requeſt, and gave or- 
ders for their being kindly treated, 

On the 19th of Nowember, Columbus, who had 
before endeavourcd to leave the iſland, but was 
driven back, ſteered eaſtward for the iſland of 
Bohio, but the wind being {till contrary, he was 


| obliged to ply two or three days between the 


iflands of Cuba and Jabella. In this interval 
Martin Alonzo Pingon, who had been informed 
by ſome Indians whom he had concealed in his 
ſhip, that Behio abounded in gold, took advan- 
tage of the ſwiftneſs of his veſſel, and left Co- 
lumbus in the night, in order to anticipate his 
ſucceſs, and ingroſs the treaſyre of that wealthy 


iſland to himſelf. 


Columbus being thus abandoned by one of his 
conſorts, and the weather growing ſo rough 2 
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country was very extenſive, and in many reſpech 
reſembled Spain both in the trees, plants, and 
fiſhes, he gave it the name of E/paniola or Hil. 
paniola. He here ſaw a number of the natives, 
who, upon the landing of the ſailors, fled from 
them with great precipitation; but they having 
at length taken a young woman who had a plate 
of gold hanging at her noſe, ſhe was conducted 
to the Admiral, who preſented her with ſeveral 
trifles, ſuch as ſmall bells and glaſs toys, cvilly 
diſmiſſed her to the town where ſhe dwelt, ſend 
ing with her three Sparzards, and the ſame num- 
ber of Indians. | 

The next day eleven men well armed went on 
ſhore and travelled four leagues up the country, 
where they found a town which conſiſted of 100c 
houſes, and though the inhabitants, as uſual, 
fled at their approach, they ſoon returned, at 
the perſuaſion of a Sr. Salvador Indian, who 
followed them, and removed their fears by the 
favourable account he gave of the Spantards, on 
whom they gazed with equal aſtoniſhment and 
awe ; they even brought them food, and preſſed 
them to ſtay in the town all night; the Span- 
ards, however, declined accepting this invita 
tion, and returning to their ſhips, told the Ad- 
miral, that the country was fertile and pleaſant, 
and the people whiter and handſomer than thok 
they had hitherto ſeen ; that they were courteous 
and tractable, and had let them know that gol 
was to be found farther to the eaſtward, 

At this news Columbus immediately ſet fail, 


and between Hi/paniola and a ſmall iſland on the 
north coaſt, called afterwards Tortuga, he too! 
| up 
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ech up, in a very rough ſea, an Indian who was 
andi gruggling with the waves in a little canoe, and 
wh giving him ſome preſents of a {mall value, ſet him 
VE, afe athore on the coaſt of Hiſpaniola. This man 
romE::forming his countrymen of the manner in 
which he had been treated, induced them to come 
on board, but they brought nothing with them of 
conſequence, except ſome ſmall grains of gold 
which hung at their ears and noſtrils, of which 
they ſhewed by ſigns that there was a great quan- 
tity higher up in the country. 

While the Spariards were on ſhore the next 
day bartering with the Cacique or Sovereign of 
that diſtrict for a plate of gold, forty men in a 
canoe approacked from the iſland of Tortuga, 
when the Cacique perceiving them, fat down 
with his people on the ſtrand, as a ſignal that 
Witey ſhould not commit hoſtilities, but notwith- 
ſanding this they landed; upon which he aroſe, 
and by his threats obliged them to re-imbark, 
and then giving a ſtone to one of the pariſh 
oficers, made a fign for him to throw it at 
Ahe 7ortugans, to ſhew that he would eſpouſe the 
PamFcauſe of theſe ſtrangers againſt the Indians of 
the canoe, who on their ſceing this returned to 
Ad. Ie iſland. 
ant, On the 18th of December the ſame Cacique 
ame to pay the Admiral a viſit, carried in ſtate 
mM a palanquin and attended by 200 men, tho? 
doth he and they were entirely naked. He made 
no difficulty of going on board Columbus ſhip, 
and the Admiral being at dinner, entered the ca- 
Pu without ceremony, attended by two old men 
ho ſeemed to be his counſellors, who ſat down 
ut his feet. Columbus received him with great 
civility 
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civility and reſpect, and had proviſions and wine 
ſet before him, which on his taſting he ſent to 
ſome of his men who remained upon deck. Af. 
ter dinner, during which both he and the tw 
old men ſpoke bur little, he preſented the Ad. 
miral with two thin pieces of gold and a wrought 
girdle; in return for theſe he received a ſtrin 
of am er beads, which the Admiral took from 
his own neck, a pair of red thoes, a counter. 
pane, and a bottle of orange flower water, where. 
with this Prince and his two attendants were ſo 
delighted, that they ſignified to Columbus, that 
the whole iſland wis at his diſpotal. Tune Ad. 
miral then ſhewed him the eflt ies of Ferdinand 
and //abella impreſt in a gold medal, which he 
viewed with admiration, and indeed ſhgwed 
ſigns of aſtoniſhment at every thing he ſaw, 
In the evening he was, at his oben defire, ſent 
aſhore in the ſhip's boat, and fainted with a 
diſcharge of ſeveral guns, the noiſe , whereof 
filled him with amaze:v-nt and terror; he was, 
however, ſo ſatisfed with his recep*ton, that he 
ordered his people to entertwin the Spanard 
who conducted hum ty land, and returned home 
with the Admiral's preſents carried with great 
pomp and oftentation v-tore hin, 

On the 24th of December, Columbus weighed, 
and ſviled to a promonto y, aftzrwards called 
Punta Santa, where, the weather being calm, 
he nchored about à agus from ſhore and re- 
tired to reſt, which he hal not enjoyed for two 
nights before; his example was followed by the 
crew, who, contrary to his repeat 1 ord 
had the folly to leave only a boy l cke 
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elm. This inſtance of negle& proved fatal; 
or about midnight the veſſel was carried u p- 
ar. Wn 2 ridge of rocks, before any on board were 
ware of the danger. The Admiral being the 
i; Wt who was awakened by the cries of the 
oy at the helm, ran upon deck, and perceiving 
he rocks, ordered the maſter and three ſailors to 
o leap into the boat and carry out an anchor 
tern; but inſtead of obeying his directions, they 
owed to the other* ſhip in order to preſerve 
heir own lives. Upon this Columbus immedi— 
hit ey cauſed the veſſel to be lightened, and the 
Ad. Walls to be cut away; but all his endeavours 
ere ineffectual, and the water ebbing, the 
be Dans of the ſhip opened. But while they were 
this emergency the boat returned, the other 
up reſuſing to receive the men who had deſerted 
ſent Neir duty. The Admiral then ſeeing no hopes 
F faving his own veſſe], took the boat, and 
oing with his men on board the other, the 
ext morning diſpatched meſſengers to inform 
+ he De Cacique of this diſaſter, and to deſire the 
| ſtance of the natives in unlading the ſhip, 
DA he Cacique, Who condoled their misfortunes 
itn tears in his eyes, immediately ordered his 
ople to repair to the wreck in their canoes, 
hel, id to obey Columbus's directions, and by their 
dance all the valuable effects were carried on 
alm, Pere, and depoſited in houſes appointed for that 
urpoſe. 
tuo On the 26th of December this friendly Caci- 
the e, whoſe name was Guacanageri, paid ano— 
les, er viſit to the Admiral, whoſe loſs he lamented 
gel ich many expreſſions of ſorrow ; made him fe- 
lm. 5 veral 
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veral preſents, and 1 how fond 6 
Spaniards were of gold, promiſed to ſend fy 


great quantity of that metal from a place cally 
Mean while a canoe with Indians fry 


Cebao. 
another iſland brought plates of gold to er 
change them for bells, on which they ſet a ye 


great value, and the ſeamen on ſhore trady 
with the natives of Hi/paniela who came fra 


the inland part of the country, and barten 

old for points and other trifles, 
reſt, an Indian came to the ſhore with a pie 
of gold that weighed four ounces, and holdin 
it in one hand ftretched out the other, and: 
hawk's bell being put into it, he let go the gy 
and ran away, thinking he had cheated t 
Spamard. 

Columbus being greatly pleaſed both with t 
iſland and the manners of its inhabitants, « 
ſolved to ſettle a colony upon it, and was « 
couraged to take this ſtep by many of his n 
voluntarily offering to ſettle there. Whilet 
ga 34 Guacanagari inſtead of being diſpol 
to take umbrage at their neighbourhood, 
ſidered them as valuable allies, who would pi 
tet him from the invaſion of the Caribbee Indi 
and in order to ſhew the importance of his frien 
ſhip, Columbus gave orders, in the preſencet 
this Prince, for firing a great gun at the wrd 
through which the ball penetrated, and f 
into the water on the oppoſite ſide, to the g 
aitoniſhment of the Indians, who believed t 
their gueſts knew how to dart the thunder 
heaven, and therefore earneſtly implored th 
protection. In compliance with this req 
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ade to him by Guacanagari, Columbus ordered 
fort to be built of the timber of the wreck, 
find having furniſhed it with proviſions, ammu- 
o exfition, ſmall arms and cannon, manned it with 
2 vey garriſon of thirty-ſix men under the command 
f Rederick d' Eſcovedo, Peter Gutieres, and James 
f rana, whom he warmly recommended to the 
wour and good offices of the friendly Cacique 
nd his people. Having thus provided the fort 
pia ich all neceſſaries, he cauſed a few houſes to 
oldnfWe built, named the place the town of Na- 
nd , and reſolved to return immediately to 
e gi ile, leſt ſome misfortune happening to the 
xd thinly ſhip he had now under his command, he 
hould be for ever diſabled from letting their 
th Hatholic Majeſties know the important diſcove- 
ts, Mies he had already made, and the countries he 
as ad annexed to their dominions. + 
s nel When every thing was ready for his depar- 
ile are, he called thoſe together who choſe to be 
iſpocchheft upon the iſland, and addreſſing himſelf to 
, chem, deſired them to return thanks to God for 
| poaWaving carried them to ſuch a country to plant 
dias holy faith; and not to forſake him their al- 
frienchnighty friend, but by living like good Chriſtians 
o inſure his protection; he exhorted them to 
ove and obey their Captain; to reſpe&t Gua- 
anagari, and to give no offence to any of his 
eople; and that the opinion of their coming 
rom heaven might be confirmed, they ſhould 
fer no violence to any of the natives, obſerv- 
| thing that it would be for their intereſt to barter 
requhich them fairly without covetouſneſs.; to en- 


naWeavour to learn their language, which would 
| 1 be 
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be of great uſe, and to gain their triendthip, which 
would render them happy and ſecure. In retun 
for which he promiſed to intreat their Majeſtis 
to reward them for opening the way to that ney 
world. 

He ſet ſail from the port of Nativity on the 
4th of January, taking ſuch notice of the lau 
as would enable him to diſcover - the mouth d 
the harbour in any future expedition; and fail 
ing to a high mountain, he gave it the name d 
Monte Chriſto ; but the wind being contrary, hk 
made but little way, when two days after he fel 
in with the Pinta, under the command of Marti 
Alonzo Pinzon, who going on board, ſtrove u 
excuſe his deſertiun, by pretending he had ld 
fight of the Admiral in the night, and by a 
ledging other frivolous excuſes ; but tho? Calan: 
bus plainly ſaw the fallacy of all theſe pretencez 
he choſe to diſguiſe his ſentiments rather than mt 
any riſk of prejudicing the common cauſe, hy 
giving riſe to a dangerous diſſention. 

P.xzon had ſailed to a river fifteen leagues to 
the eaſt of the port of Nativity, where he hal 
ſpent ſixteen days in bartering with the nin 
for gold, of which he had procured a conſider: 
able quantity; one half whereof he diſtribute 
amongſt his crew in order to obtain popularity 
and to gain their conſent to keep the remainde 
for his own uſe, He afterwards anchored ne 
Monte Chriſto, the wind not permitting ham tt 
proceed farther, and then he ſailed in his bot 
up a river to the ſouth-weſt of the mount, whe 
diſcovering ſome gold duſt among the ſand, i 
called it the Golden River, 


On 
alled 
norte, 
he ſig 
heir c 
os a 
ſhew 
dt. & 
ind o. 
dn bo. 
xtrem 
hich 
aving 
jens, 
eter, 
1th pi 
reen « 
ym'Nn 
es. 
At t! 
ere 50 
f parr. 
nd arr 
otwit}; 
ymen 
orn, 
he 97 
eng 
zet the 
ot on 
Ith a! 
mbus 
irmiſh 
ch an 


OF AMERICA: 29 


lil On the 13th of Faruary, being near the cape 
tun{Walled Eramorado, Columbus ſent his boat on 
ftiefhor:, where there ſtood ſome [ndians, with all 
neue ſigns of conſternation and great fierceneſs in 
heir countenances, They were armed with 
 thefWows and arrows, and other weapons, and made 
land ſhew of oppoſition ; but by the mediation of 
th of 57. Salvador Indian, they were brought to a 
ſail. ind of conference. One of them then ventured 
ne An board the Admiral's ſhip, but appeared 
„ lefWtremely ſavage both in his ſpeech and aſpect, 
e e hich was ſmutted with charcoal. This man 
lan having anſwered ſeveral qucſtions, partly by 
ve Hens, and partly by means of the Indian inter- 
Je reter, he was feaſted, and then ſet aſhore 
ich preſents of glaſs beads and bits of red and 
olunWreen cloth, that he might perſuade his coun- 
nc nuen to bring gold in exchange for ſuch tri- 
nrg. 
e, At the place where he was ſet on ſhore there 
ere 50 men with long hair, adorned with plumes 
es Hf parrots feathers, and being armed with Lows 
> band arrows, refuſed to trade with the Spantards, 
+tiveſWotwitiſtanding the perſuaſions of their coun- 
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ſider men; but on the contrary treated them with 
bute{Worn, and even began to commit hoſtilities. 


aritnMW ne Spaniards, who were but ſeven in number, 
uindeW<ing them advance with fury in their looks, 
| neaWOet them half way, and boldly charging them, 
im et one with an arrow and wounded another 
; boulWQith a ſword, on which they inſtantly fled. Co- 
When was far from being diſpleaſed at this 
d, Wirth, which he imagined would give them 
ch an high opinion of the bravery of his m 
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as would prevent their making any attempts ( 
the prejudice of the ſettlement at the Nati vih. 
On the 16th of January the Admiral ſet al 
with his two ſhips for Spain, but after havin 
enjoyed a favourable gale 'till they were with 
263 leagues to the weſtward of Ferro, they wer 
overtaken by ſuch a tempeſt on the 14th of h. 
bruary, that the ſex runing mountains high 
they were unable to work their veſſels, ant 
were toſſed about at the mercy of the ware 
During this ſtorm, the two ſhips were ſeparate 
when the ſeamen in each, concluding that thok 
in the other had periſhed, betook themſelves t 
acts of devotion, and the Admiral vowed to g 
a pilgrimage te our Lady of Guadalupe; bi 
the ſtorm full increaſing, the whole crew of thi 
Admiral's ſhip joined in a vow to walk bar 
foot and in their ſhirts to ſome church dedicats 
to the bleſſed Virgin, in the firſt Chriſtian cout 
try on which they ſhould land. They had pre: 
ſcarcity of proviſions, and their ſhip wantingWnediat 
ballaſt, was in danger of being overſet. Ton the 
medy this laſt inconvenience, Columbus ordem compa 
his caſks to be filled with ſea-water, and M begun 
his diſcovery might have ſome chance of bengW4nd n 
known, in caſe he and his men periſhed, Min am! 
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wrote a brief account of it upon two ſkins Mpoſe. 
parchment which he wrapt in oil-cloths cover Cl 
with wax, and having incloſed them in twok break 
parate caſks, had them thrown into the gan tc 
This muſt be allowed to have been an extnſſcove 
ordinory inſtance both of his prudence and fofſſ by wt! 
titude. | | and pe 
On the 15th of February, at which time light 


ſtorm ftill continued, one of the ſailors diſcoven attack 
D | = 1 lan 
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ind, which the pilot judged to be the rock of 
Von, though the Admiral imagined it to be 
ne of the Azores ; and ſoon after they diſcovered 
ther land, which proved to be Sr. Mary, one of 
he Azore iſlands, where they with great difh- 
ulty caſt anchor four days after, 'The Admiral 
eing lame in both his legs in conſequence of 
the fatigue he had undergone, many of the in- 
habitants came on board with freſh proviſions 
and compliments from the Governor, expreſſing 
heir amazement at the ſucceſs of the expedition, 
and ſeeming to rejoice at Columbus's diſcovery. 
hey were alſo ſurprized to ſee that they had 
putlived the ſtorm, and letting the ſailors know 
that there was in that neighbourhood an her- 
mitage dedicated to the bleſſed Virgin, the Ad- 
miral and his crew reſolved to perform their 
vow, by walking thither barefoot. To fulfil 
courWMſthis penance he ſent his beat on ſhore with one 


Ms ( 
t (al 
aving 
vIthin 
wen 
f F. 
high 

and 
Vaves 
irate 
thols 
es ti 
to g 
; by 
f the 
bare 


oredWhalf of the company, with orders to return im- 
mti medilately, that the reſt might ſucceed them 
in the ſame kind of devotion; but the firſt 


company had no ſooner undreſt themſelves and 
begun their proceſſion, than they were attacked 
and made priſoners by the Governor, who lay 
in ambuſh with ſome of his people for that pur- 
poſe, 

Columbus, having in vain waited from day- 


vo break *till noon for the return of the boat, be- 
fe gan to ſuſpect foul play, and not being able to 
erm diſcover the hermitage, he ſailed round a point, 
d fol by which means he obtained a full view of it, 


and perceiving ſeveral Portugue/e on horſeback 
alight and enter his boat, as he imagined, to 
attack the veſſel, he ordered the ſailors to be 
| upon 
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nan ese particulars they returned and cauſed the 
nia ard to be releaſed ; for the King of Por- 
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ge had ſent orders to all his governors to ſe- 
youre the Admiral's perſon ; but as this ſcheme 
n ie not ſucceed, on account of Columbus's ſtay- 
mene on board, it was thought proper to diſmiſs ; 
Wc priſoners. Tbe Admiral, having recovered his f 
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en, departed from the iſland of St. Mary on 
s a0: 24th of February, with a very favourable 
s ind; but on the 3d of March he was expoſed 
as U another tempeſt, during which his ſails were 
it, and hg narrowly eſcaped being wrecked 
teh the rock of Liſbon, which they accidentally 
nu (covered at midnight; but having weathered 
be with great difficulty, he was the next day 
eopeiWliced to come to an anchor in the river Ta- 
an: on which he immediately ſent an expreſs by 
word to their Catholic Majeities with the news 
ba bis arrival, and another to the King of Por- 
e, to deſire leave to e {t anchor before the 
Ity, as he did not think himſelf ſafe in his pre- 

; buht Cation. | 
s an the 5th of March the Maſter of a guard 
a tip, with a boat filled with armed men, came 
| 00 to (.olumbus, and ordered him to give an ac- 
m WW unt of himfelf to the King's officers, as was 
e rWſto:n:ry with all the veſſels that entered the 
athecr. To this Columbus rephed, that he was 
e King of Spain's Admiral, and would wot de- 
ed aue himiclf fo far as to fend the moſt incon- 
t wagcrable perſon on boird his hip on ſuch an 
whoWrand, The Poringiueſe, finding him reſolute, de- 
hence. to ſee the Kings letter, whici being com- 
ed with, they returned to their ſhip, and made 
proper report to Alvaro d' Acunha, who ſoon 
| aftet 
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after came on board Columbas's ſhip, attend e Ad- 
with fifes, drums, and trumpets, and congnf a c 
tulated him on his return with many expreſſoſ lied, 
of friendſhip. The nature of Columbas's voyaf doub 
was no ſooner known at Liſbon than the peo Colur 
were filled with the ytmoſt curioſity to fe to-day 
Indians, and to learn the particulars of his amaWain at 
ing diſcovery ; the whole river was therefore ſeec-enga 
covered with boats filled with people, ſome Ms at! 
whom praiſed God for Columbus ſucceſs, whilWafing 
others lamented the hard fate of their nat er M. 
which had loſt ſuch a prize through the incre s viſi 
lity or avarice of their King. gent 
His Majeſty having received the Admirih im, t 
letter, gave orders for his being preſented vi Huld 
all kinds of refreſhments and neceſſaries pratiiſſccomr 
and at the ſame time wrote to him to congraliiÞi*rs 0: 
tulate him upon his happy return, and to leWutabl: 
him know that he deſired to ſee him before MVedne/ 
left his dominions. Columbus at firſt doubteſie Fr 
whether he ought to accept this invitation; Maclior 
conſidering that Spain and Portugal were Wuted 

peace, i, that he had been already treated Mpear. 
the King with uncommon reſpect, he reſolve 
to wait on his Portugueſe Majeſty, who then me 
ſided at Val Parai/o, a place nine leagues fro 
Liſbon ; he therefore ſet out on Saturday the 9 
of March, when the King ordered his wht 
court to go out and meet him, and Columbus bein 
conducted into the Royal preſence, his Majeſty i 
ſiſted on his putting on his cap, and being ſeat 
in his preſence, he heard with ſeeming pleaſo 
the particulars of the voyage, and offered 
ſupply him with every thing he deſired; 9. 
obſerved, that as Columbus was before in his ſe 
| vict 
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ice, the conqueſt of right belonged to him ; but 


ende de Admiral modeſtly gave his reaſons for being 
onen a contrary opinion; to which the 58 re- 
eſſan lied, that it was very well, and he did not 


doubt but that juſtice would be done.“ 


oyag 
people Columbus having ſtaid all Sunday and part of 
be thW/-nday, took his leave, after his Majeſty had in 


ain attempted, by very conſiderable offers, to 


amit 

re ſeee-engage him in his ſervice, On his return, he 
me Mas attended by many perſons of rank, and 
willing by a monaſtery in which was the Queen, 


ation 
crecu 


er Majeſty deſired to ſee him, and received 
is viſit in a reſpectful manner. The ſame night 
; pentleman arrived from the King to inform 
im, that if he choſe to go to Caſtile by land, he 
ould accompany him, and provide him with 
commodations on the road, as far as the fron- 


niral 
V7 


Yall 

od iers of Portugal. This offer he declined with 
to HMaitable acknowledgements, and ſetting ſail on 
ore WIW/edne/Aday the 13th of March, 1493, arrived on 
zubteMle Friday following at Saltes, and came to an 
; bafWaclior in the port of Palos, whence he had de- 
re parted on the zd of Auguſt in the preceeding 


year, 
Columbus was received on his landing by all 


en e people in proceſſion, giving thanks to God 
; fronWſor his ſucceſs, which it was hoped would greatly 
he giredound to the ſpreading of Chriſtianity, and the 
wholWedvantage of their Catholic Majeſties. Pinzon 


bad already arrived in Galicia, and had reſolved 
to carry in perſon the agreeable news of the diſ- 
covery to court, when he received orders which 
forbad his coming without the Admiral, under 
Whoſe command 15 had been ſent on the ex- 
edition; and this mortifying diſappointment 
is fe made 
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His birth, he in a few days after died of grief an 
ville on his way to Barceluna, where their M 


him and the Indians in his train. He arrived: 


' throne to be placed in public, on which thi 


dah 4 


troduced by ſeveral gentlemen, and on his 
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made ſuch an impreſſion upon him, that he ij — 
mediately fell ſick, and returning to the place 


vexation, R's 
In the mean time Columbus ſet out for $ 


zeſties then reſided, and the roads were croude 
with people of all r:nks, who flocxed to ſe 


Barcelona about, the middle of 4p-z!, and . 
received by the whole court and city in th 
n. ſolemn manner. The ftreets could 1 
contain the multitudes that preſſed to ſee him 
with the Indians and curiofities he brough 
which were carried uncovered. Their Mi 
jeſties, to do him honour, ordered the roy: 


ſeared the:r.ſclves with Prince John under a 
nopy of cloth of gdl.!. The Admiral was ut 


roaching the throne, the King roſe up and ga 
him his hand to kiſs, when Columbus kneeling 
his Majeſty defired him to riſe,” ordered a cha 
to be brought him, and made him fit by his hd 
Columbus then gave an account of his, voyag 
his diſcoveries, and his hopes of finding ſtil 
more extenſive and importarit countries; ſhews 
th.m the [:drans, as they appeared in their ni 
tive countries, and gave them a ſpecimen 0 
every. thing he had brought from the new world 
When he had done ſpeskins, their 'Majefti 
roſc, ud kneeling down with their hands liſte 
up, aut with tears in their eves, returned thank 


to God, which was immediately followed f 
t! 
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e choriſters of the chapel ſinging the Te 


Jeu. | 
In ſhort, Columbus was treated as a Grandee of 
e firſt rank who had performed the moſt impor- 
it ſervices for his country, and when the King 
de about Barcelona, he would have him con- 
ntly by his fide; an honour which had been 
nferred upon none but Princes of the Blood. 
e was always gratified with new patents, which 
firmed and enlarged the privileges he had be- 
re obtainec. The more his diſcoveries were 
myaſſetl by the council, the ore important 
y appeared, and therefore their Catholic Ma- 
ties not only agreed that he ſhould continue 
em, but diſpatched an Embaſſador to Pope 
kxander VI. to deſire him to exert his apoſtolic 
thority 1n their favour, and to grant them an 
clufive title to the countries that had been, or 
via be diicovered. The Pope complied with 
b requeſt, and drawing a line from pole to pole, 
the diſtance of 100 leagues weiiward from the 
wres, or from the Cape de Vera lands, be ſtowed 
their Catholic Majeſties the dominions of all 
aha and States in that extenſive part of 
globe. 
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ColLumBus's fecond Voyage, He fails with q horſe 
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SKA I. the 


more numerous Fleet, arrives at the Caribbee- 
Hands, ard diſcovers Dominica, Marigs. = 
lante, and Guadalupe, in which laft Place Ml”, 


lands, and endeavour, in vain to trade with th 


Natices, . He thence proceeds to ſeveral other 1 
TMlands, the moſt remarkable of which are Mont. * | 
ſerrat and St. John's, and arriving at Hiſpa- Co 
niola, finds the Colony ruined, and the Spaniards 105 K 
deſtroyed by their e;n Folly ; upon which he re 0 
ſores Things to a good Situation, quella a Matin; 2 
and having taten the moſt prudent Meaſures, jet 5 
fail upon other Diſcoveries, lands at Jamaica My 0 
meets vit a Multitude of Iſlands, to which il ooh 
ives the Name of the Queen's Garden; fer 3 
along the Coaſt of Cuba, and after ſuffering nu "v0 j 
Difficultiet, returns to Hiſpaniola, where be find On 
every y in great Confuſion ; but. having nal, * 
new Regulations for the Security of the Settlemait * 
he ſails for Spain. "an; 
N a little time ſuch meaſures were taken foWtainou 
Colnmbus's ſecond expedition, that ſeventeei its bei 
veſſels were fitted out for farther diſcoveries, 2 iſlands 
the ſettlement of colonies. The thirſt of go ume, 


and the ſucceſs of the firſt voyage drew togetht 
ſuch a multitude of volunteers, that a gr * T! 
number was rejected, the Admiral reſolving | ſailing 1 


ſ 
take no more than fifteen hundred perlol Red. Sea 
amongſt whom there were mary artificers a + », 


labourers. cultivate 


Colund 
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Columbus having provided all kinds of utenſils, 
with a large ſtock of the trifles moſt agreeable to 
the Indians, and having taken on board cows, 
korſes, aſſes, and other animals for breeding in 
the new plantations, with the ſeeds of plants, 
trees, and all kinds of grain, &c. he ſailed from 
the road of Cadiz on the 25th of September, 1493, 
and ſtood ſouth-weſt for the Canary Iflands. He 
arrived at the Grand Canaria on the 2d of Oao- 
kr, and on the 5th anchored at Gomera, where 
he took in water, wood and cattle, and in particu- 
ar eight ſows, from which were produced all the 
ſwine now in the. Veſt- Indies“. 

On the 7th he continued his voyage for the 
ladies, after his having delivered his orders ſealed 
up, which were not to be opened unleſs the fleet 
ſhould be ſeparated by ſtreſs of weather: They 
now ran 400 leagues weſt of the Canaries without 
meeting with any of thoſe weeds which they had 
ken in their firſt voyage. 

On the 2d of November, Columbus perceiving 
a great alteration in the winds, and there falling 
a violent ſhower of rain, concluded that he was 
ſeven leagues to the weſtward of a high moun- 
tainous iſland which he named Dominica +, from 
ts being diſcovered on a Sunday. Three other 
lands were diſcovered much about the ſame 
ume, when the people aſſembling on the poop, 


* They received the name of Neſt-Indies from Columbus's 
ſuling to them by the weſt, and expeCting tv find the 
ſpices at that time brought from the eaſt by the way of the 
Red. Sea. 

T Dominica is now ſubject to England, but is very little 


caltivated. 


G 2 


1e 
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returned thanks to God for their wonderful Haüves 
ceſs, in having ſailed near 800 leagues in HMport 
ſpace of twenty days. The Admiral finding vo yo! 
convenient place for anchoring on the eaſt at ch 
of Dominica, ſtood over to another iſland Wi ken 
he called Marigalante, after his own ſhip, Mere © 
having landed, he with the uſual ſoleinnity H he 
poſſeſſion of it for their Catholic Majeſties, 2 Mound 
hai before done with reſpe& to all the oclred 
iſlands fe had diicovered. one, 
On the 4th of November, he ſailed to anoth{"d th 
conſider.bl- il..nd, which he named St. May Wit) f 
Guadalupe t, in conſequence of a promiſe ere n 
had made to the friars belonging to a comeem 
of that name. He there, at two leagues d he Sp, 
tance, perceived a very high rock which ter nde 
nated in a point, whence guſhed a large toad | 
of water, which fell with a prodigious noirutec 
Here he lan ed ſome men, who went to a toi ho, 
which at their approach was abandoned by a {la 
the inhabitants except ſome of the children, W*!"g 
whoſe arms th. Sranards tied a few baubles Me 


a mark of friendihip. They here found gre 


like thoſe of Zurope, a great number of lag 
parrots, and other birds, pompions, ananas, 
pine-apples, of exquiſite taſte and flavour : the 
alſo found bows oy arrows, cotton, and ſever 
other things, which they left behind them 
order to give the owners a good opinion of the 
morals, 

The next day the Admiral ſent two boats 0 


ſhore with orders, if poſſible, to t ke a fewoft 2 
man 
+ This is one of the largeſt of the Caribbee- Iſſandi. Wihroy 


native 
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rful Haves, from whom he might obtain ſome 
s in Woportant information ; and theſe returned with 
dine young men, who by their ſigns let him know 


hat they were born in another iſtand, and were 
ken priſoners by thoſe of Guadalupe, who 
ere called Caribbees, The boats again going 


ip, 
a hn ſhore for ſome of the men they had left, 
es, 23 ound fix women who had fled to them, and 


fired to be carried on board, which being 
one, the Admiral gave them bells and beads, 
anothWnd then diſmiſſed them, though by their ſigns 
hey ſhewed an ardent defire to ſtay ; but they 
ere no ſooner landed than the Carib bees robbed 
hem of their ornaments in the very fight of 
he Spaniards, The next time the boat's crew 
anded, theſe poor creatures leapt into the boat, 
ind by the moſt expreſſive geſtures implored 
protection from the cruelty of the iflanders, 
mo, they ſignified, had kept their hufbands 


| by Wn ſlavery. This information occaſioned their 
ren, Weing brought to the Admiral, whom they 
ble; Wave to underſtand, that towards the ſouth, 


nere were many iſlands, and a large continent. 
olumbus would have immediately left Guadalupe, 
bad he not been informed, that the captain of 
ne of the ſhips had, without his permiſſion, 
landed with eight men before 1t was light, and 
ass not yet returned; he therefore ſent ſeveral 
of his people on ſhore with trumpets and muſ- 
lets, the noiſe of which might be heard through 
ne woods; and this ſearch proving fruitleſs, he 
of tent another detachment of forty men, com- 

nanded by a captain, with orders to proceed 
nds, Nürough the country, and make obſervations on 
ativeFJ's productions. They found abundance of cot- 
G 3 ton, 
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ton, ſome trees which in taſte and ſmell 
ſembled cinnamon, and alſo frankincenſe, ginge 
ſanders, alas, and maſtic. They likewiſe (; 
nightingales, daws, partridges, geeſe, heron 
kites, and falcons. While they were thus en 
ployed, the ſtragglers returned of their own x 
cord, when Columbus ordered their captain to | 
put in irons, and puniſhed the reſt by ſhorteniy 
their allowance of proviſions. The Admin 
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himſelf then landing, found great quantities, | 
cotton, ſpun and unſpun, with many hun Th 
ſkulls and bones hung up in baſkets ; and d courſe 
ſerved that the natives were better accommodau above 
with lodging, proviſions, and other neceſſans of, U 
than thoſe of the other iſlands he had beſaf 1777 
diſcovered. gave 
On the 1oth of Newmber, the Admin anche 
weighed anchor, and failing with his wh caugh 
fleet towards the north-welt in ſearch of Hiſpan pilch: 
vla, paſſed an iſland, to which, on account fi me 
height, he gave the name of Montſerat“; al the n 
having paſſed by St. Mary Redouda, and St. Meere 
ria la Antigua t, he diſcovered ſeveral odd nich 
iſlands, near one of which he caſt anchor, a ran ke 
called it St. Martin. His people here ſein © 
four men and three children, but as che bo deen 
was putting off with them from ſhore, s 
met with a canoe in which were four men al _ 
n 
* This iſland, which is one of the ſmelleſt of the Hef Sa 
ribbeet, is now ſubject to the Engliſh. mme 
L Now called Antigua. This 1f]land, which is 20 0 n:tty 
long and near as many bread, is alſo ſubject to Engin carrie 
Its chief produce is ſugar; but as it has the misfortune . 
have no brooks or rivers, the inhabitants ſave the ral lhe C 
water in cifterns and reſeryours, of all 
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e woman, who finding it impoſſible for them 
to eſcape, put themſelves in a poſture of de- 
fence, when the woman ſhot an arrow with ſuch 
arce and dexterity, that it paſſed through a 
ſrong target; but the Spaniards endeavouring 
to board them, overſet the canoe, on which the 
Indians betook themſelves to ſwimming, and one 
of them uſed his bow and arrow in the water, 
with the ſame dexterity as if he had been on dry 
land. 

The Admiral again ſetting ſail continued his 
courſe weſt north-weſt, leaving to the northward 
above fifty iſlands, the largeſt of which he called 
it, Ur/ula, and the others the Fllen Thouſand 
Virgins. He then came to an iſland to which he 
gare the name of Sr. John Baptiſt, and having 
anchored in a bay on the weſt ſide of it, his men 
caught ſeveral kinds of ſiſh, as ſcate, ſoles, 
pilchards and ſhads ; and alſo ſaw falcons, and 
ſome ſhrubs reſembling wild vines. Some of 
the men afterwards landed, when they perceived 
ievcral houſes with a ſquare in their front, from 
which was a ſpacious road down to the ſea, 
tanked on both ſides with tors made of cane, 
the tops of which were curiouſly interwoven with 
greens, and at the end of the road next the ſea, 
was raiſed a lofty gallery or balcony capable of 
containing ten or twelve perſons, 

On the 21ſt, the Admiral arrived in the bay 
of Samaxa, on the north ſide of Hiſpaniola, and 
immediately ſent on, ſhore one of the [rdians, a 
native of that part of the country, whom he had 
carried into Spain, and who, being converted to 
te Chriſtian raith, undertook for the ſubmillion 
df all his countrymen. 


The 
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The Admiral, continuing his voyage to 
town of the Nativity, was viſited at Cape 4% 
by ſome Indians, who came on board to bart 
their commotities for thoſe of the Chriſtian 
and coming to an anchor in the port of Max 
4 Chriſto, ſome of his people were ſent on ſhore in 
boat, when to their great ſurprize, they ſaw, 
a {mall diſtance, the bodies of two men with 
rope about their necks made of a kind of bro 
and their arms extended upon a piece of wood! 
the form of a croſs; but though they could n 
diſcern whether they were Europeans or Indi 
they conſidered this as an ill omen, 

The next day, which was the 26th, the Ad 
miral ſent ſeveral perſons on ſhore in differen 
places, when many of the Indians went to then 
with great confidence and appearance of friend 
ſhip, and pronounced ſeveral Spaniſh words th 
bot learnt from the ſettlers, which ealed th 
Admiral of the apprehenſions he had begunt 
conceive, jucging that they would not have be 
haved with ſuch freedom and unconcern, hz 
they been conſcious of their having injured ti 
men he had left Hchind him; but the next 0: 
put an end to his doubts; for on his anchorig 
near the town of the Nativity, ſome Indians in 
cance came to the fleet inquiring for the Adni 
ral, but refuſed to come on board *'till they la 
him, from them he learnt that ſome of ti 
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Chriſtians, left there, died of diſtempers, and WM! to 
reſt were ſeparated and gene to other countries tend, 
but though Cclunbus iuipected foul play, he he tor 
the preient concealed his ſuſpicions, and Und te 
ſame evening diluiiicd the meſſengers witi Wim tc 

prelenWlemfc 
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to reſent of baubles made of tin, and other trifles 
Ar the Cacique Guacanagari, and themſelves, 
bau The next morning Columbus landed, when, 
tans Who his great coneern, he ſaw nothing but ruin 
Mad deiolation ; the houſes and forts were burnt, 
re und nothing left belonging to the Chriſtians 
aw, Shut a few ragged cloaths, and things of no 
with ue. As he had ordered the Spaniards, at 
broonWi; leaving them, if any thing happened, to 
„oo bro the gold into a well he had made in the 
11d ort, he ordered that well to be cleanſed ; but 
ndia Wo gold was to be found there: he ſoon af- 
er found the bodies of eleven Spaniards, who 
he Amed to have been dead about a month.— 
iffereovever, while he was ruminating on this 
o theWrent with a mind filled with reſentment and 
frien0@rrow, he was viſited by the Cacique Guacana- 
us the, brother, who came attended by ſome In- 
el Wir; who had learned to talk a little Spaniſh, 
gun nd by them he was informed that he had ſcarce 
ve ble (il, when thoſe he had left behind began to 
n, harre! amongſt themſelves, every man endea- 
ed ouring to amaſs all the gold he could obtain, 
xt ed to take as many wives from the natives as 
:noriis unbounded appetite demanded. That E/co- 
7715 1 ied and Peter Gutieres, having killed one of the 
Adninen named James, had, with nine others, re- 
ey red with their women to Caunabo, a Cacique 
of ho was lord of the mines, and who put them 
and US! to death; after which, that Cacique came, 
nile iitended by a great number of men, to deſtroy 
he Me town, when there were only James de Arana 
nd Und ten. of his men, who had remained with 
wit Wim to guard the fort, the reſt having diſperſed 
preleWlemſelves about the iſland. Caunabo, who 
came 
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came upon him in the night, inſtantly ſet! 
to the houſes where theſe eleven Spaniard: li 
with their women; on which they fled into res, 
ſea, where eight of them ; eriſhed, and the vi" an 
three were ſlain on ſhore, while Guacanagi tructe 
endeavoured to revenge the Spaniards by małi igion 
war on Caunabo; but was put to flight, aſter e. 
having received a dangerous wound, which en Colun 
fined kim to his houſe, and prevented his ven tl 
ing on the Admiral. g tha 
This account perfectly agreed with the i aces 1 
telligence received from ſome Spaniards who He "tt 
been ſent up the country, and had viſited i ware 
wounded Cacique at his own houſe, who grun 
deſired to ſee Columbus. The next day therefa lis vie 
the Admiral paid him a vifit, and was recem ed, 
with the utmolt cordiality and concern for wh lain v. 
had happened. Gauacanggari repeated the e nar 
Jlancholy ſtory, with all he marks of unfeigae f © 
ſorrow, and at the ſame time ſhewed his ert m 
wound, and thoſe of his men, which they eus, 
received in defence of the Chriſtians, and elle. 
Piainly appeared to have been made w ally | 
wooden ſwords and arrows pointed with fl eyond 
bones, and not with any Eurgpean weapol br dian, 
The compliments of condolence being paſſe tant, 
the Cacique preſented the Admiral with eig Fror 
ftrings of ſmall beads, compoſed of red, gr 
and white ſtones, a ſtring of pold beads, s © 
crown of the ſame metal, and three ſmall cal 
bathes full of gold duſt, which weighed abo 
thirty two ounces, In return for theſe valuab 
preſents, the Admiral gave him a variety 
baubles, which might be worth about thr: 
xeals, or twenty-pence. Though the Cactq! 
v 
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* extremely ill, he inſiſted on attending his 
ſet eit to the fleet, where he was courteouſty en- 
n li rained, and much pleaſed at the ſight of the 
into res, of which the Spaniards had before given 
he On an account. This Cacique was afterwards 
ranagt trufted in the myſtertes of the Chriſtian 
makiMligion, wich he was at firſt unwilling to em- 
1/ter Merce. 
ch coll Columbus being diſguſted at a ſpot which had. 
s Wa en the ſcene of ſo many diſaſters, and know- 
g that there were better and more commodious 
he eees in the iſland, for a ſettlement, ſailed on 
ho He 7th of December with the whole fleet to the 
ted ward, and caſt anchor before an Indian 
greuf en where he reſolved to plant a colony. With 


lis view the people deſigned for ſettlers were 
nded, with proviſions and proper utenſils, in a 


tereto 


eceir 

r lein where he built a town, to which he gave 
ne e name of Jabella, in honour of the Queen. 
eigne s conveniently ſituated near a rock where a 
's on ert might be erected; the harbour was ſpa- 
ey K lous, and at the diſtance of a bow-ſhot ran an 
hig rcellent river, from whence canals might be 


lily cut through the midſt of the place, and: 
yond it lay an open plain, from which the 
_ ſaid, the mines of Cebao were not far 
tant. 

From the 11th of December to the 12th of 
arch in the following year, 1494, Columbus 
as employed in compleating this new ſettle- 
ment, and having at length regulated the affairs 


wi 
1 fill 
pot 
paſſe 
eig 
gree 
ds, 


cal 


abel the town, he diſpatched Alonzo de Hojeda, 
luabvith fifteen men, in ſearch of the gold mines, 
ty Ned on the zd of February, ſent twelve of his 
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ſhips back to Caſtile, with a letter to their C 
tholic Majeſties, in which he gave a very pati 
cular account of whatever had happened fing 
his arrival in the Weft- Indies. 


Katish 
nents, 
evoitin 


Hojeda ſoon after returned from this expe ' An 
tion, and informed the Admiral that on W as 
ſecond day after he ſet out from 1/abella, he ly nglea 
at the paſs of an almoſt inacceſſible mountain, * 


and afterwards at the diſtance of every league 
found Caciques, by whom he was hofpitaby 
entertained ; but continuing his journey, he x: 


Colun 
>1ter 


rived on the ſixth day at the place called ti reg 
Mines of Cebao, where he ſaw the Indians pick N 
ing up gold out of a ſmall river, as they dH 
from many others in the ſame province, Thi ky g 
information was highly agreeable to the Admi- * ; 
ral, who was juſt recovered from a fit of fick 2 ene 
neſs occaſioned by fatigue ; and on the 12th d i ; 
March, having cauled all the ammunition be- - BE) 
longing to the other ſhips to be put on boat (or 


his own, he left a ſtrong guard in the two ſhips, 
and three caravels, and ſet out from 1/abella tar 
Cebao, attended by all the reſt of his people, 
ſome of whom were on horſeback, and others on 
foot. 
The Admiral took this precaution of ſecuring 
the ſhips, in conſequence of his having detetted 
a conſpiracy headed by one Bernardo de Pija, 
who had embarked from Spain in quality of 
comptroller to their Catholic Majeſties, Thi 
perſon had taken the opportunity of the Ad- 
miral's illneſs to tamper with ſome of the men, 
who being diſappointed of the gold they ex 
pected to find without the leaſt trouble, - 
wo 
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Katisfied with the regulations of the new ſettle- 
nents, readily joined with him in the deſign of 
rolting from the Admiral, and ſeizing the 
hips in order to return to Spain; but this mu- 
ny being diſcovered, the Admiral cauſed the. 
ingleader to be ſecured, till he could have an 
pportunity of ſending him home to take his 
nal. 


a 7 - 0 . 

* Columbus, in order to fill the Indians with the 

E 4 ater awe and reſpect, made his men march 
n regular order through the villages, with 


rumpets ſoandinc, and colours flying, and alſo 


4 7 wrrice with him every thing neceſſary for build- 
Te. fort at Cebao, He marched along the 


anks of the river which runs by Jabella, and 
going another river, lay in a pleaſaut plain 
uch extended to the foot of a high and 
zppy rock, which formed a paſs. The next 
„ he entered a ſpacious plain, in which he 
avelled five leagues, and ſpent the night near 
broad river, which the men croſſed on floats 
nd in canoes ; This, which he called the River 
Canet, falls into the ſea at Monte Chriſto. In 
s march he paſſed by many Indian towns, 
ompoſed of round thatched houſes, the doors 
which were ſo low that no perſon could enter 
dem without ſtocping down. The inhabitants 
emed to have very little notion of private pro- 
ny; for the Inaians who attended the Fa- 
jrds from Jabella, freely entered the houſes 
nd took what they liked beſt, without giving 
e leaſt offence to the former poſſeſſors, while 
e latter attempted to take what they liked 
om the Spaniards, and ſeemed ſurprized at 
meet- 
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meeting with a repulſe. The way was hitherty 


| | kind 
agreeably diverſihed with mountains covered with Mare 
wild vines, and other fruit-trecs of various ſorts, Maher 
On the 14th of March, Columbus ſet forwaisMli.c f 
from the R:wer of Canes, and at tae diſtance ꝗ vou 
# league and a half, arrived at the banks of an. - 
g e Prunt 

other river, which he named the Golden Rivn ¶ ſbone 


from their gathering here ſome grains of tu end 


metal, Having paſted it with ſome difficult, gathe 
he proceeded to a large town, where he fou free 
that many of the inhabitants had fled to teten: 


mountains, and the reſt barred their doors again of F 
him with canes ; and having paſted by another 
river, and ſeveral towns which were barricade 
againſt him in the ſame manner, he entered the 
province of Cebao, which, though rough ail ich 
ſtony, yields plenty of graſs, and is watered H th. x; 
ſeveral rivers which abound with gold waſhe palat 


bran 
yield 
lums; 


© 


down from the mountains; but though this 11 Or 
very large province, it has few or no trees en Tabe 
cept ſome pine aud palm-trees, which grow ot viven 
the: banks of the rivers. advic 

In this country he cauſed a fort to be eredeſ to at 
in a very ſtrong, though pleaſant ſituation, WM corn. 
command the country about the mines, a noth: 
protest the Spani/h adventurers, This fot were 
which was built of timber and clay, was of (uM his h. 
ficient ſtrength to withſtand the attack of u three 
number of Indiant, and having placed a gar he tn 
in it of ſixty men, among whom were workmet trang 
of ſeveral ſorts, to finiſh and repair the work reinf, 
he ſet out on his return, and was met by co of . 


ſiderable numbers of the natives, who came ad 
ſell their proviſions, which chictlv conſiſted 4 fords 
III 


plete. 


e AU Ae A. 


Wind of bread and garlick. On the 2gth of 
wi vrch he arrived at his new colony of [/abella, 
Ns. WW where he found melons already fit to eat, though 
Var the ſced had not been above two months in the 
ce of ground; and a wild vine of that country being 
a pruned, produced large and excellent grapes; 
ver, fore wheat Which had been ſown in the latter 
cha end of January, already produced ears fit te 
-ulty gather; vetches produced a ripe crop of a much 
ound larger fort than thoſe they had ijown, within 
0 the twenty-five days; ſugar-capes, and the ſtones 
gank or fruit ſprouted out in ſeven days; vine- 
other branches produced leaves in the ſame time, and 
caded yielded green grapes in twenty-five days: Co- 
d WB 1/15 had therefore great reaſon to be pleaſed 
mi ich the ſoil and climate, and particularly with 
cdi the water, which was extremely pure, cool, and 
raſhed palatable. ' 

2 On the firſt of April, a meſſenger arrived at 
'S erg bella from the new fort, to which he had 
o 0 given the name of the Caſtle of S/. Thomas, with 
advice that the Cacique Caunabo was preparing 
to attack it. Columbus was but little con- 
cerned at this news, as he knew that he had 
nothing to apprehend from the natives, who 
were under great apprehenſions at the ſight of 
his horſes; yet as he intended to go to ſea with 
three caravals, in order to diſcover the continent, 
he thought it neceſſary to leave every thing in 
tranquility behind him, and therefore ſent a 
reinforcement to the fort of ſeventy men, part 
of whom were to be employed in making the 
road more paſſable, and in ſearching for the 
tords of the rivers. In the mean time he com- 
Pleted his town, which was laid out in regular 
H 2 ſtreets, 
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ſtreets, with a convenient market-place ; uy. 
plied it with river-water by a canal, and eref 
a water-mill for grinding wheat; but as his 
ple were not accuſtumed to the food of the nx 
tives, and proviſions began to fail, he reſoly 
to ſend the ſuperfluous mouths to Spain. Thi 
ſtep he thought himſelf obliged to take, from hi 
finding that the climate diſagreed with many d 
his people who were in a fickly and languilhin 
condition. As for thoſe who enjoyed health 
and were not abſolutely neceſſary in the town, 
they were ſent to traverſe the iſland, in order 
obſerve its ſituation, and accuſtom themſelves ty 
the Indian diet. Theſe were commanded hy 
Hojeda, who had orders to march to Cebao, and 
deliver up the command of theſe men to Pu 
Margarite, who was to conduct them round the 
iſland, while the former commanded the fort df 
St. Thomas, 
On the 2gth of April, Hejeda with his part, 
which conſiſted of above 400 men, left Haboll, 
and having croſſed the river 4e Oro, or the Gull 
River, apprehended a Cacique and his brother 
whom he ſent in irons to the Admiral. Thi 
Cacique had accommodated three Spa 
with five [zdiaus to carry their cloaths over 4 
river, but being in the middle they turned tack, 
and ran away with the baggage, while the C.. 
eique, inſtead of puniſhing them, converted 
what they had taken to his own uſe, Another 
Cacique, who dwelt beyond the river, relying 
on the ſervice he had done the Chriſtians, vent 
with the priſoners to Jabella, to intercede in 
their behalf. Columbus entertained him ve! 


kindly ; but, to heighten the favour he intended 
to 
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o grant, ordered the Cacique and his brother 
o be put to death in the market- place; at which 
heir honeſt friend ſhed a flood of tears, and 
arneſtly begged that their lives might be ſpared ; 
whereupon the Admiral inſtantly forgave them. 
heſe were no ſooner releaſed, than a man on 
orſeback, who had juſt arrived from Fort Sz. 
Thomas, told the Admiral, that in his way 
hrough the town belonging to the Cacique who 
tad been his priſoner, he alone had reſcued four 
Paniords whom the Indians had taken by way of 


eprizal, and chaſed above 400 perſons, who fled 
t the ſight of his horſe. 


The Admiral, being now reſolved to diſcover 


he continent“, appointed a council to govern 
he iſland in his abſence, conſiſting of his bro- 


It is worthy of remark, that while Columbus was thus 
4tling the affairs of Hiſpani:la, Jobn Cabot, (a citizen of 
ezice, who lived at B- 1% and his ſon Sebaſtian, ſailed 
rom the laſt mentioned city on diſcoveries; ſaw the 
ontinent of Newf:und!and, to which they gave the name 
Prime Viſta, or Firſt- ſeen; and on the 24th of June, the 
ame year 1494, went en ſhore on an iſland, „ich they 
led St, John's, from its being diſcovered on St, Febr's 
. Jobn Cabot, on his return to England, reported, that 
dis ifland was berren; but that the ſea near the coaſt 
donnded with fiſh; that the people wore bear-ſkin clothes, 
nd were armed with bows, arrows, pikes, wooden clubs, 
arts, and ſlings 5 and upon this report he obtained a pa- 
ent for making diſcoveries; but this gentleman dying 
on after, King Henry VII. granted a new patent to his 
bn Sebaſtian, who ſet ſail on the 4th of May, 1497, be- 
ore Columbus began his thirè voyage. Sebaſtian ſailed as 


eh as 67 zo“ north latitude; proceeding from thence 
to the latitude 56®, and from thence ran down to 389 
long the coaſt of the continent of America, which, he ex- 
elly ſays, was afterwards called Florida, where proviſions 
owing ſhort, he jailed back, touched at Newfuundiandy 
ad returned to England, 


ts ther 
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ther Diego, who was preſent, and five other px 
ſons. He then failed with three ſhips to Cul 
and running along the ſouth fide of that iſland 
entered a * bay, which he called Pur 
Grande, from its extent and depth of water 
While he continued his courſe along the coaſt, 
great number of Indians came aboard in tha 
canoes with preſents of bread, water, and fi 
in return for which he gave them a few bel 
beads, and other trifles. 

On the 5th of May he reached Jamaica 
where he had been told there was great plen 
of gold. On his caſting anchor at that iſland 
he thought it the moſt beautiful of any he he 
yet ſeen, and a ſurpriſing multitude of the na 
tives came in canoes of different ſizes to ex 
change proviſions for toys. The next day I 
coaſted along the ifland ; but ſending out h 
boat to ſound the mouths of the harbours, tix 
were ſoon ſurrounded with canoes filled vil 
armed men, who ſeemed reſolved on beginnin 
hoſtilities. However, the Spariards being dt 
termined to enter Puerto Bueno, ſaluted the 
with ſuch a flight of arrows, that ſeveral of the! 
being wounded, the reſt inſtantly retired, | 
that port the Admiral repaired his ſhip, a 
afterwards ſailed back to Cuba, with a firm n 
ſolution to know whether it was an ifland or 
continent. The ſame day a young Tadian 
Jamaica, coming on board, begged to accolt 
pany Columbus to Spain, and though many oft 
eindred and other perſons intreated him . 

* The reader may find an accurate deſcription of f 
preſent ſtat? of Jamaica, in our acceunt of the diſcove! 
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tears in their eyes to return, he perſiſted in his 
reſolution, and the Admiral gave orders that he 
ſhould be treated with the utmoſt civility. 

On the 15th he reached the point of Cuba, 
which he named Cabo de Santa Cruz, ur Cape 
Holy Croſs ; but as he coaſted along, was over- 
taken by a terrible ſtorm of thunder and light- 
ning, which was the more dangerous as he was 
entangled amongſt the currents and flats, which 
hindered him from taking in his fails. He 
found the ſea to the north and north-eaſt of that 
iſland covered with a prodigious number of 
ſmall, low, and ſandy iflands, ſome of which 
ſcarcely appeared above the ſurface of the wa- 
ter, and conſequently rendered the navigation 
very hazardous, It 1s true, the nearer they 
[:led to Cuba, the higher and pleaſanter theſe 
litle iſlands appeared, and it being a matter of 
Gtculty and of no advantage to give a name to 
each of them, he ſtiled them all in general he 
ucen's Garden. The next day theſe iſlands 
kemed to multiply on all hands, ſo that his 
men reckoned 160 of them, parted from each 
other by navigable channels, through which the 
ſlips failed. In ſome of them they ſaw a great 
number of cranes that were as red as ſcarlet; 
abundance of turtles and their eggs, and an in- 
inite number of ſmall ſinging birds; and, what 
n appeared ſtill more extraordinary, the air was as 
con ſweet as if it had been impregnated with the 
of ncheſt perfumes. In one of the above channels, 

bey found a canoe with fiſhermen, who ſeeing 
the boat approach, they without the leaſt con- 
cer made ſigns to the Spaniards to keep off *till 
ney had done fiſhing ; and as their manner of 
catching 
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catching fiſh appeared very ſurprizing, they wer 
T to comply. The men had tied fony 
h 


uried 
ached 


ſmall fiſhes, called reves, by the tail, which me” Sa, 
ing with another fiſh, fixed themſelves to it, Mdant. 
the ſucker on the top of the head, when pen 
fiſhermen drew them up together. Upon thi g bac 


occaſion they caught a ſea turtle, to whoſe ned eople 


the reve or ſucking fiſh had faſtened itſelf: ad =; 
in this manner they will ſometimes adhere “e 
ſharks of the largeſt fize. The Indians in the -— | 


canoe having taken a turtle, went on board tothe 
Admiral, and made him a preſent of all the fi 
they had caught; for which he gratified them 
with a few baubles. | | 
On the 22d of May, Columbus landed in: 
iſland ſomewhat bigger than the reſt, which he 
called St. Mary's; but entering a town, all the 


Havi! 
ard, t. 
hence 
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lumira! 
letainec 


inhabitants fled, when the Spaniards found 10 ben 
thing but fiſh in their houſes, which was all t F * 


food thoſe people lived upon, and ſome dogs te- 
fembling maſtiffs, that lived on the ſame food, 
He then directed his courſe north-eaft, where he 
was ſtill bewildered by an aſtoniſhing number dl 
flats and iſlands; and, notwithſtanding all his 


tisfied 
uba We 
W, an 


The 1 


precautions in ſounding and keeping men upd! 5 : 
the round-top to look out, the ſhip was often E * 
aground, and this obliged him to relinquiſh us * * 

2 


deſign of ſailing eaſt about, before he returned 
to Spain. | 
Being now in great want of water, he agall 
touched at Cuba, when one his ſailors mount 
ing a tree with a croſs bow, to kill ſome bird o 
beaſt, diſcovered thirty people armed with ſpeil 
and ſtaves, and among them a perſon dre ſied ii 
a white veſt which hung down to his knees, 
cariie 


at the 
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uried by two men in long . garments that 
ached to their feet, all three being as white as 
e Spaniards ; but ſeeing ſo many of their at- 
ndants, he was terrified, and calling to his 
ompanions, the Indians ran away without look- 
g back. The next day the Admiral ſent ſome 
eople on ſhore to diſcover the truth of this 
port; but the woods and marſhes were ſo im- 
jaiſabie, that after having travelled about a 
zoue from the ſhore, they were obliged to 
turn, 

Having ſailed about ten leagues to the weſt- 
ard, they obſerved houſes on the ſhore, from 
hence the natives came in canoes with iood and 
ater, for which they were well paid. The 
lemiral however cauſed one of the Indians to be 
ſtained ; but told him and the reſt, by his in- 


no preter, that he would let him go as ſoon as he 
given him proper directions for his voyage, 
5 6 d ſome account of the country. The Indian, 
ol fed with this promiſe, let him know that 
ee was an iſland; and that the coaſt was very 


, and ſurrounded by ſmall iſlands. 

The next day the Admiral being incloſed be- 
deen two iſlands, was obliged to tow the ſhips 
yer a flat, where there was but very little wa- 
7; when bearing up to the coaſt of Cuba, the 
paniardt ſaw very large turtle in ſuch numbers 
at they covered the ſea, The next morning 
ſun was darkened by the multitude of ſea- 
Ws which flew towards the ſhore and lighted 
pon it; there alſo appeared abundance of pi- 
tons and other birds; and the next day there 
ne ſuch a ſwarm of butterflies, that they 
darkened 
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darkened the air from morning 'till night, wh 
they were carried away by a great ſhower 
rain. 

On the 13th, Columbus perceiving that t 
coaſt of Cuba ran far weſt, and that there wol 
be the greateſt difficulty in ſailing that way, u 
ſolved to return to the town he had begun 
build at Hiſpanola, but being in want of wog 
and water, he anchored in Evangeli/ta, an iſlu 
of about thirty leagues in compaſs, and harin 
provided the ſhips with what they wanted, & 
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iral h 


rected his courſe to the ſouth ; but after hl nival 
failed a few leagues through a channel wi dhe 
ſeemed to be the cleareſt, found himſelf e ade © 
bayed, and being in a manner deſtitute of eat q: 
viſions, was under great conſternation, Ho Colun 


ever, for fear of diſcouraging his men, he Mertin 
peared as chearful as poſſible, and —_ =” the 
turned as he entered, ſailed towards ſome il bound 


outh ſic 
e oth 
aſt an. 
killed « 
and toe 
birds, \ 


to the north-weſt, near which the ſea ſem 
to be of different colours, owing in all prod 
bility to the ſhallow water, and the nature of tl 
bottom ſeen through it. Soon after his ſhip n 
| aground fo faſt that ſhe could not be got off wil 
| out great difficulty and danger; but howev 


1 this was at laſt effected, and after many dific df the þ 
| ties, he eſcaped from theſe ſhoals and iſland knocke, 
| and arrived again at Cuba. 5 Six C 
| On the 7th of July, landing to hear maſs, | the othe 
| was viſited by an old Cacique, who appen E wy 

ite 


very attentive, and afterwards ſignified his "”" 
lief of the exiſtence of a ſupreme Being, ng 
rewards virtue and puniſhes vice in a fit 
ſtate. 
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On the 16th of July, as Columbus was ſteering 

wards Cape Cruz, in the iſland of Cuba, he 
25 ſurprized with ſuch a violent ſtorm, that the 
ips were almoſt overſet before the ſails could 
e furled, and they ſhipped ſo much water that 
je men were ſcarce able to keep them clear by 
umping ; for his men were rendered extremely 
eak by fatigue and want of proviſions, their 
lowance being only a pound of biſcuit, and 
alf a pint of wine a day, unleſs they hap- 
xened to catch fiſh. This allowance the Ad- 
iral himſelf did not exceed. However, at his 
nival at Cape Cruz he was civilly entertained 
by the Inaians, who ſupplied him with bread 
ade of grated roots, with plenty of fiſh, and 
reat quantities of delicious fruit. 

Columbus now ſtood over to Famaica, and 
veſting along to the weſtward, found that part 
pf the illand full of excellent harbours, and 
abounding with inhabitants. He then made the 
outh ſide of Hi/panicla, and having loſt ſight of 
e other two ſhips that were under his command, 
alt anchor at a ſmall iſland, where his men 
killed eight ſeals that lay afleep on the ſhore, 
and took great numbers of pigeons and other 
birds, which, being unaccuſtomed to the cruelty 
df the human ſpecies; flood ſtill while they were 
knocked down with ſtaves. 

Six days after the Admiral, being joined by 
the other ſhips that were miſſing, proceeded on 
lis voyage, and coaſted along Hi/paniola, which 
Exhibited the proſpe& of a delightful plain, ex- 
encing a mile frem the ſca, and ſo . 
that 
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that for a league together, it ſeemed to be on 
continued town, in the neighbourhood of whic 
was a lake five leagues in length. Here the 
natives came on board in their canoes, and tl 
the Admiral, that they had been viſited by fone 
Spaniards from Jabella, where all was well; 
when being greatly pleaſed with this informa. 
tion, he immediately diſpatched nine men acroſg 
the iſland with the news of his ſafe retun, 
while he and his ſhips continued ſailing along 
the coaſt to the eaſtward. In this courſe he ſent 
the boats aſhore for water, near a great town 
from which the Iadians came to oppoſe their 
landing, with boats and poiſoned arrows, and 
produced ſome ropes with which they threaten 
to bind the Chriſtians. But as ſoon as the boats 
reached the ſhore, they civilly laid down their 
arms, aſked for the Admiral, and carried hin 
proviſions. Near this place they ſaw a larg: 
fiſh of the ſize of a middling whale. It bore 1: 
head, which was of the ſize of a pipe or batt 
above water; had a long tail like that of a tung 
ſiſh, and two vaſt fins on the ſides. From this, 
and other concurring circumſtances, the A.. 
miral prognoſticated a change of weather, and 
ſeeking ſome place where he might ride ſecure, 
caſt anchor under a little iſland, called by tt 
Spaniards, Saona. He then obſerved an ecliple 
of the moon, which was followed by a tempel 
that laſted ſeveral days, during which he wi 
under the greateſt apprehenſions on account cf 
the other veſſels which could not get . 
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—AWowever, they weathered the ſtorm, and joined 
he Admiral, who continued his voyage, but 
as ſoon after ſeized with a lethargy which 
feprived him of his ſenſes and memory. On 
his account it was agreed to ſail directly to Ja- 
la, where they arrived on the 2gth of ep- 
nber. The Admiral, on his landing, ſoon re- 
overed his health, though his weakneſs laſted 
eeral months. | 
Columbus, on his arrival, found his brother 
Bartholomew at Jſabella, and perceived that the 
tives had taken up arms againſt the Spaniards. 
The Admiral's joy was extreme at the ſight of 
Bartholomew, who returning to Spain from the 
burt of England, where all his demands were 
ranted, had been informed of his brother Chri- 
ber s ſucceſs, by Charles, King of France, 
ho preſented him with one hundred crowns to 
lefray the expence of his journey. Upon this 
e made all the haſte he could to overtake the 
dmiral in Spain; but before his arrival at 
jeville, Chriſtopher had failed on his ſecond 
age; however, waiting on their Catholic 
lajeſties, he was received with honour, and 
Idered to fail with three ſhips to the Weft- Indies, 
order to carry proviſions to his qrother, where 
e arrived, while the Admiral was gone upon the 
covery of Cuba. 
Cbriſtapher Columbus now gave his brother 
bartbolomewa the title of Governor of the Indies, 
hich their Catholic Majeſties very much re- 
ented, alledging that he had no power to grant 
d high an office; but this, difference was at 
engt compromiſed, and his place confirmed 
| under 
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under the title of Adelantado, or Lord-lieuteny 
of the Indies. 

Tho' Chriftopher Columbus rejoiced at haut 
the company and aſſiſtance of his brother, 
was immediately involved in a great trouble a 
vexation by the miſconduct of Peter Margari 
who inſtead of obeying his orders, by traverſy 
the iſland with 360 foot and 14 horſe, whi 
had been left under his command, had e 
camped in a large plain at ten leagues diſtan 
from 1/abel/a, from whence he diſpatched 1 
molt inſolent letters to the council; but findi 
at length that he was unable to obtain the 
preme command, and dreading the return 
the Admiral, who might puniſh him for his pr 
ſamption, he, together with father Boyle, wit 
had been ſent to convert the Indians, embarke 
on board one of the three ſhips that broug 
over Bartholomew, and with others of his par 
returned into Spain, without aſſigning any : 
ſon for his departure, or diſpoſing of the nt 
under his command; on which they difſperi 
themſelves through the country, robbed the n 
tives of their women and effects, and committe 
ſuch oytrages, as not only intirely alienated ti 
affection of the Indians from the Spaniards, i 
induced them to lay ſchemes of revenge. 
Cacique, who had a large town, attacking fon 
ſmall ſtraggling parties, killed ten of the 9. 
niards, and ſet fire to a houſe in which eleven 
them were lick. Six of the Spaniards we 
killed in other parts of the iſland, and mu 
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t been for the Admiral's return. The Indians 
need might have eaſily ſhaken off the Spaniſh 
ike, had they but united in their own defence; 
xr there were four principal Caciques or Kings, WW 
ich of whom had ſeventy or eighty petty lords 9 
nder his ſubjection, who were obliged, when 1 
led upon, to aſſiſt in the wars. 

Columbus was very unealy at finding, that the 
briſtians, by their vices, had rendered them- 
elves hated by the Indians, who could not bear 
heir inſolence and barbarity. Guacanagari, in- 
ed, continued a firm friend to the Spanzrards, 
nd viſiting the Admiral at his return, declared 
at he had been ſo far from joining with his 
emies, that he had protected and maintained 
hundred of his people, by which means he 
ad incurred the diſpleaſure of the other Ca- 
ques : Behechico had killed one of his women, 
nd another of them hid been carried off by Cau- 
ubo; he therefore deſired Columbus's aſſiſtance to 
ecover the one, and to revenge the death of 
he other. This the Admiral readily promiſed, 
nd ſome of the natives who had murdered his 
hen being puniſhed with death, and others 
ſent into Spain, Columbus and Guacanagari ſet 
but from Jſabella to proſecute the war againſt the 
wians, who were aſſembled to the number of 
00,000, while Colambas's forces conſiſted only 
{ 200 foot, 20 horſe, and 20 wolf dogs, and 
buacanagari's of a body of Indians. | 
Columbus, being in ſight of the enemy on the 
cond day of his march, divided the little army 
inder his command into two bodies; one of 
nich he gave to his brother Bartholomew, that 
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by attacking the enemy in two places at once jy 
might increaſe their terror and confuſion, The 
Indians were immediately thrown into diſorda 
by the diſcharge of the muſkets and croſs-boy 
when the Spaniards ruſhing upon them with the 
horſes and dogs, ſo terrified them, that the 
were ſoon routed, and many lain, and a great nun 
ber taken priſoners, among whom was Caunalt 
with all his wives and children, who confeſſed thi 
he had before killed twenty of the Chriſtians; 
the town of the Nariwvity, and that he intende 
to have acted in the ſame manner at Jabel 
This confeſſion, together with his being take 
in arms, induced the Admiral to ſend him ani 
his whole family into Spain, where they migh 
be treated in ſuch a manner as was moſt agree 
able to their Catholic Majeſties. 

This victory, and the captivity of Canal emed 
ſo much intunidated the Indians, that within H euder 
ſpace of a year, Columbus, without any othe ge 
engagement, reduced the whole iſland to obe uh 
dience, and impoſed a quarterly tribute to vl" © 
paid the King and Queen of Spain; every UH an 
habitant of Cebao being taxed at a certain quan” t] 
tity of gold, and the reſt at 25 pounds of cuttujſhy © © 
a head. Things being thus ſettled to the fr, { 
tisfaction of all parties, the natives became wic 
quiet and pacific, that a ſingle Spaniard mig.“ © 
travel in ſafety over the whole iſland, and eve ompre 
where meet with an hoſpitable and friendly icking 
ception. However, the diſeaſes of the clima = tur 
and change of diet, had reduced the colony dich 
Labella to leſs than one third of the numbF"*"" | 


that firſt ſettled there. Ind lea 
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nce "gl _ | 

TW The Spaniards, by converſing with the na- 
ſorde es, now became better acquainted with their 
boueWanners and cuſtoms, and learned, amongſt 


the ber things, that the land produced ebony, 


t te car, long pepper, ginger, frankincenſe, a great 
nun Wunber of mulberry-trees, and copper. 
nol In regard to religion, every Cacique had 
d the tached temple ſet apart for the ſervice of cer- 


ans in wooden images called Cemies, before which 


tendel ey performed ſeveral ceremonies, and prayed 
aich great devotion. In each of theſe temples 
take: a round table, on which was a certain kind 
m WF powder, which, being laid on the head of the 
migh lol, the devotee ſnuffed it up through an hollow 
agree, which conſiſted of two branches, at the 

me time repeating a kind of jargon which 
nah emed altogether unintelligible, and by this 
in eder he was immediately intoxicated. Theſe 
otheW2ges had different names, and ſome were in 
„obe uch higher reputation than others, ſo that a 


to Cn of character was frequently ſtolen. The 


ry un, carefully concealed theſe ceremonies 
quam the Chriſtians, whom they would not ſuf- 
cottuſi er to enter the place of. their devotions. How- 
he er, ſome Spaniards once ruſhed-into a temple, 
me which the idol began to cry aloud in the In- 
mig tongue: the Chriſtians however ſoon 
exe emprehended, and diſcovered the trick, by 
ly ne icking it down, when they perceived that it 
imate s ſupplied with a trunk, the farther end of 
ny lich reached to. a dark corner of the apart- 
umbeſ ent, where a man lay concealed among boughs 


nd leaves, and ſpoke what was dictated by the 
acique, who now . finding himſelf detected, 
meltly intreated the. Spaniards not to com- 
I 3 municate 
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municate the diſcovery to his ſubjects, à in th: 
would render it impoſſible for him to keep thei four ſ 
in obedience. the pe 
Moſt of theſe Princes had alſo three ſtone; Tot 
which both they and their people devoutly v miral 
ſhipped, one of which, they ſaid, preſided on ing t 
the corn and other grain, the other affe inter; 
women in child- birth, and the third had an in the A 
fluence on the weather. lowec 
When a ſick Indian was deemed paſt recoveniiM and f 
he was ſtrangled by order of the Cacique, in ſc 
was either burnt, buried, or embalmed, at , Au 
8 of his relations. Some, on being en treate 
oweled and dried, were laid in hammocks, vii Mear 
bread and water at their heads, and others dM havir 
poſited in a cave furniſhed with the ſame king out © 
of proviſions, It is obſervable, that Caun and: 
being queſtioned about a future ſtate, ſaid, thai a few 
after death he ſhould go to a certain vale, he oblis 
he ſhould find his parents and predeceſſors, to w. 
eat, drink, and enjoy all ſenſual pleaſures in i othc: 
higheſt perfection. plair 
But to return to Don Pedro Margarite aut A. 
father Boyle, who, after having thrown the ſlang peril 
into contuſion, had, as has been already mem was 
tioned, deſerted their poſts and returned to Span Ain 
Theſe perſons united in ſpeaking ill of the /n4 ing 
and miſrepreſented every thing done by Colm othe 
bas, becauſe they had not found gold ready / he h 
them to plunder heaped up in cheſts, or gro 1olvs 
ing on the trees; and there being alſo 1:ttF to v 
written by ſome of the malecontents, which g had 
en ill character of the Admiral, their Catho the 


Majefties ſent Jahn Aguado, groom of ll bart 
king's bedchamber, to obſerve what was con 


or AMERICA. 67 


in the iſland of Hiſpaniola; who ſet ſail with 
four ſhips laden with neceſſaries, for the relief of 
the people. 

John Aguado arrived at 1/abella while the Ad- 
miral was in a diſtant province, and pretend- 
ing to be inveſted with extraordinary authority, 
interpoſed in matters of government ; reproved 
the Admiral's miniſters, and ſome time after fol- 
lowed Columbus, attended by a body of horſe 
and foot; who, being told that John Agnado was 
in ſearch of him, returned to //abella, where 
Aguado behaved with the utmoſt indiſcreticn, and 
treated the Admiral with the greateſt diſrepect. 
Mean while the people complained to him of their 
ws no other proviſions but a daily allowance 
out of the king's ſtores, of a porringer of wheat 
and a ſlice of raſty bacon or rotten cheeſe, with 
a few beans or Spaniſb peaſe, and of the Admiral's 
oblizing them, as they were in the king's pay, 
to work at the fortifications, his own houſe and 
other ſtructures, and he reſolved to lay theſe com- 
plaints before their Maieſties. 

e u At this time the four ſhips brought by Aguado 
10a periſhed by a hurricane in the harbour, and there 
men was no veſſel left to carry him back, but the 
Hai Admiral's two caravels ; when Columbus obſery- 
[n0 ing his preſumption, and being informed that 
Cala others had miſrepreſented him at court, where 
dy e he had no other ſupport than his own merit, re- 
grog lolved to appear before their Majeſties in order 
Tette to vindicate himſelf; to let them know what he 
1 gi had found in his ſecond diſcovery, relating to 
athol the iſland of Cuba, and his opinion as to the 
of 8 partition that was to be made between the two 
crowns 
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crowns of Caftile and Portugal. But before he 
left the iſland, he ordered ſeveral new forts tg 
he built; and being informed by ſome of the 
Caciques, that there were gold mines on the 
ſouth fide of the iſland, he found it neceſſary, in 
order to ſupport his own credit, to diſcover a 
much of that metal as poſſible, and therefore 
ſent ſeveral perſons with Indian guides, who ad- 
vancing into the moſt ſouthern province, found 
gold in all the brooks, and, digging in ſever 
places, met with ſuch plenty of it, that one la. 
bourer in a day could get above three peſos, 
Theſe they called the mines of Sr. Chri/topher, 
from a fort the Admiral ordered to be erected 
there, | 

Columbus having ſettled the affairs of the 
iſland, and appointed his brother Bartholomew 
his lieutenant, went on board one of the caravels, 
and John Aguado in the other, and taking witi 
him 225 Spaniards, who wanted to return, wit“ 
thirty Indians, ſailed from Jabella on the 10th 
of March 1496. He continued his courſe 'till 
the 6th of April, but meeting only with con- 


trary winds, and finding his proviſions falling 
ſhort, and his men diſcouraged, he ſtood off to- 


wards the Caribbee-1/lands, and on the 10th 0 


April anchored at Guadalupe, where many wo— 
men came with bows and arrows to hinder theit 
landing ; but as the ſea ran very high the boats 
were not able to reach the ſhore ; upon which 
he ordered two Indian women to ſwim to it, and 


to tell the iſlanders that they wanted nothing 
but proviſions, for which they would give them: 
valuable conſideration. 
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The female warriors no ſooner underſtood the 
mand of the Spaniards, than they directed 
dem to ſail to the other ſide of the iſland, 


Ire he 
ts to 


f the {Where they could be ſupplied by their huſbands. 
n tler on their arrival there, a great number of 
, inWople came down to the ſhore, and diſcharged 
ver 2 eir arrows at the boats; but perceiving that 
refore Mie Spaniards rowed towards the land, retired 
0 ad. Nad formed an ambuſcade in the neareſt woods, 

found hence they were eaſily driven by the firing” of 
eral uns, when their houſes and effects being aban- 


1e la. 
peſos, 
p ber, 
ected 


bned, were pillaged by the Spaniards, who be- 
ng acquainted with the method of making 
read, went to work, and made a ſufficient quan- 
ty of i it to ſupply their wants. In theſe Tadian 
ouſes, which, contrary to the practice of the 
ther iſlands, were ſquare, they found large par- 
pots, honey, wax and iron. While many of the 
zople were employed in baking bread, the Ad- 
ral ſent forty men to obtain ſome intelligence 
ff the country, and the next day they returned 
ith ten women and three boys, amongſt whom 
as the wife of a Cacique, whom a man born 
In the Canaries had much difficulty to overtake, 
which he could not have done, had ſhe not, on 
keing him alone, turned back, when ſeizin 

ch of im, ſhe threw him upon the ground, and _— 
wo⸗ ertainly have ſtifled him had not others came 
their his aſſiſtance. Theſe women ſwathed their 
oatsMlexs with a piece of cotton from the ancle to 
iche knee, and wore their hair long and flowing 
and pon their ſhoulders ; but no other parts of their 
hing bodies were covered. It is pretended that the 
em captive ſaid, the iſland was inhabited only by 


1 zomen, and that amongſt thoſe who endeavoured 
, ko 
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to oppoſe the *paniards, there were only ſo 
men who happened to be there by accident; 2 
that at certain times of the year they came to pn 
pagate their ſpecies. 

Columbus, having provided his ſhips with a ſup 
ply of wood and water, ſet ſail from Guadaly 
on the zoth of April, after having made ſom 

reſents to ail the inhabitants they had in the 
po ſeſſion, and ſet them on ſhore, except the chit 
and her daughter, who choſe to go to Spain wi 
Caunabo, who was a native of the Caribbe 
though a Cacique of H:/paniola. 

On the 2oth of May, when the ſhips we 
about 100 leagues weſt of the Azores, their pro 
viſions began to fail, on which each man w: 
allowed only ſix ounces of bread, and ſome 
thing leſs than a pint of water a day, and thong 
there were eight or nine pilots in theſe tw 
ſloops, yet none of them knew where they were 6% 
On the 8ch of June, ſeveral days after the rec th 6 
konings of all the pilots had been out, excep de 
the Admirals, they were in fight of Odenira i le 
between Liſbon and Cape Sr. Vincent, whid 
ſome miſtook for the coaſt of Galicia, whil 
others maint-ined that they were in the Engli 
channel. The ſcarcity on board was now i 
great, that many of the men propoſed to eat tht 
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Indians, while others, to ſave the little proviſio bow 
that remained, were for throwing them over, prot 


board. Theſe cruel expedients were rejectet 
by the Admiral, who was obliged to exert al 
his addreſs and authority in crder to protec 
them, and the next morning he was rewardet 
for his humanity with the ſight of land, whic 
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we aſſerted that he was near Cape F. Vincent, 
nich all on board had laughed at, that his 
en believed him to be prophetical in fea- 
fairs. 

The Admiral, on his landing, ſet out for Hur- 
u waere he was favourably received by their 
atholic Majeſties, who were then celebrating 
ke nuptials of their ſon with Margaret of Auſtria, 
ie daughter of the emperor Maximilian. He 
reſented the King and Queen with teveral ſorts 
{ ſpice, various Kinds of rich woods, birds of 
euti ful colours, girdles and maſks adorned with 
old plates, a large quantity of gold duſt, with 
ains of that metal of different ſizes; and had 
far improved their former diſcoveries as to be 
ble to afſi rm that there were innumerable iſlands 
1 theſe new diſcovered ſeas, that had the richeſt 
al, and abounded with the moſt valuable natu- 
productions. | 
Columbus, having vindicated his own conduct 
their Majeſties ſatisfaction, earneſtly ſolicited 
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a 0 be ſent back with ſupplies to the colony he 

1111088 - 

hic ad left, both in want of men, and many ne- 
1 rlaries; but notwithſtanding the warmth of 
wh... ; 

7 ſolicitations, the court was fo dilatory, that 

1 or twelve months elapied before he could 


dtain a ſupply, which was ſent in two ſhips 
ommanded by Peter Fernandez Coronel. And 
ter his departure, Columbus continued at court 
o procure the equipment of ſuch a fleet as was 
proper for him to conduct to the eſt-Indies. 
his was however long retarded by the negli- 
gence and ill management of the king's officers, 
nd particularly of Don Juan de Fonſeca, arch- 
deacon 
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deacon of Szxille, who was afterwards createWhip ha 
biſhop of Burgos, and proved an inveterate ene {za w 
my to Columbus, whom he at length brought Amira 
diſgrace. ered tl 
ad ma 
22222 y b ens, Many 
5 8 . as ret 
CHAP Ml; hom t 
heir ce 
Columbus's rd voyage, He ſteers a new Cour lich th. 
paſſes by the Cape de Verd iſlands, and anchrMl Celan 
at one of them, where the Portugueſe ſend ti, 
Lepers to be cured by living upon Turtle. H ips to 
thence ſails to the Weſt, and diſcovers the IM the 
of Trinidad, and afterwards the ContinntMe Con 
which he at firſt ſuppoſed to be an Iſland, bh, hi. 
4 finding his Miſtake, call:d it Paria. He tradWchz 
1 with the Inhabitants, and returns to Hi ſpaniol und f 
1! A juccintt Hifury FA the Troubles of that Lari mmat 
3 and of the Admirals Endeawuurs to pactfy then Mem ne 
A But the Court of Spain being alarmed at the nail, d 
1k Complaints ſent from the ladies, depute a Perjo ate 4. 
4 1% ge thither to hear and determine them; mie to 
Ct | abel the Admiral is ſent home in Irons ui Pre. 
. Bis two Brothers. 2 ies 
b| OLUMBUS at laſt ſet fail from the Hendl 
1 of St. Lutar de Barrameda, on the zoth He, /} 
10 May 1498, with fix thips laden with proviſiongÞuviou 
| and neceſſarics for the planters in Hi/paniolag"t, te 
[ with a firm reſolution to diſcover che continent caugt 
m On the yth of June, he arrived at the iſland ie arc 
i Puerto Sante, where he took in wood and water e wre. 
1 on the gin, tenghe at Madeira, where he re tenan 
1 ceiv ea e refreſhments on board; and on 11gF* fla! 
j | 10th, reached Gomera, at which place 9 
4 j 
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ip had taken three paniſb veſſels, and ſtood 
ſea with them, in ſight of the qu dron. The 
Idmiral, on being informed of this capture, or- 
red three of his ſhips to give chace ; but they 
d made too much way for the Spaniſb ſhips to 
"me up with them. However, one of the prizes 
25 retrieved by the bravery of the Spaniards 
hom the French had left on board ; for, clappin 
heir captors under the hatches, they — 
ith the veſſel ſafe into port. 

Columbus ſailed from thence to the iſland of 
ro, and having reſolved to ſend three of his 
ips to Hiſpaniola, while he ſailed with the reſt 
the ape de Yerd Iſlands, and from thence to 
te Continent, he appointed John Antonio Colum- 
u, his kinſman, Peter d' Arana, and » Alonzo 
nchex de Carvajal, captains of the three ſhips 
und for Hi/pantola, with orders that each ſhould 
mmand a week in his turn. Having diſmiſſed 
em near the iſland of Hiero, he, on the 27th of 
we, deſcried the iſland of Sal, the firſt of the 
ape de Verd I/lands, and paſſing it, anchored 
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aul Portugal were ſent to be cured by eating tor- 
iles or turtle, and waſhing themſelves fre- 
wently with their blood; for in the months of 
we, July, and Auguſt, abundance of thoſe am- 
ubious animals reſort thither from the conti- 
nt, to lay their eggs in the ſand, and are eaſi- 
caught by turning them on their backs while 
e are aſleep. This was the ſole buſineſs of 
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tenance, for there is neither tree nor ſpring in 
e ifland, ſo that they are obliged to drink the 
water 


ve to a ſmall iſland to which all the. pers 


e wretched lepers, and theſe animals their only 
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water of certain pits, which is brackiſh and 
unpalatable. The healthy people living on tha 


and. 


ectly 


xfland amounted only to fix or ſeven, who Col 
whole employment conſiſted in killing and (altWend on 
ing goats, of which there were ſuch multitude und- 
on the mountains, that they have ſometimes, ien |: 


the courſe of one year, killed to the value Mount 
4000 ducats, though the whole ſtock was proffſuiſhec 
duced from eight goats carried thither by RederidiWpnd {a 
Alphonſo, the proprietor of the iſland. eyond 
On the zoth of June, Columbus ſailed for H, fi 
iſland of St. Jago, where he caſt anchor the ne galle 
day in the evening, and ſent aſhore to buy conn tak 
and bulls wherewith to ſtock his plantation inal an 
Hiſpanicla ; but finding that he could not obta er, 
them without ſame difficulty and delay, he in 
unwilling to ſtay in ſo unhealthy a place, lind 
his men beginning to ſicken, he ſailed to , 
ſouth-weſt, reſolving to continue that courle tii¶ ce o 
he ſhould be under the line, and then to ſteer du and, 
welt in ſearch of undiſcovered countries. H. 
proceeded in this courſe, notwithſtanding hill Calas 
meeting with violent currents, which ſet towardunt o. 
the north and north-weſt, 'till he arrived with 
in five degrees of north latitude, where he was wi 
becalmed for eight days, during which the heagſQents, 
was fo exceflive, that the men could hard bſervi! 
breathe, and had not the air been ſometin et on!) 
cooled with thowers of rain, the crew apprehendWrcle o 
ed that they ſhould have been burnt with thee Adr 
ſhips. The Admiral therefore reſolved to tee Ad; 
due welt; but having ſailed many days Wtaſed, 
that courſe, and judging that the Carivagfy, wh 
[/arnoe c 
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[ſends lay to the north, he reſolved to fail di- 


| An | 
tha recti) for Hiſpaniola. 

rho Columbus therefore ftood to the northward, 
alt ad one day about noon a ſailor going up to the 


mund-top, obſerved land at the diſtance of fif- 
ren leagues, that had the appearance of three 
nountains, This ifland the Admiral diftin- 
iſhed by the name of La Trizidad, or Trinity; 
ad failing due weſt, he anchored five leagues 
teyond a point which he called Punta de la Ga- 
za, from a rock which at a diſtance reſembled 
| galley under fail ; but finding no convenience 
ir taking in water, he ſailed farther weſt, and 
it anchor at another point. He there took in 
ater, without ſeeing any houſes or people, 
0 in coaſting along he had left ſeveral towns 
elind him. The ſame day, being the iſt of 
ly, they diſcovered the continent at the diſ- 
ce of 25 leagues; but miſtaking it for another 
land, the Admiral gave it the name of Ia 
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g D Columbus now proceeded to a more weſterly 
wardgont of the iſland of Trinidad, which he named 
with re del Arenal, or Sandy Point, where land- 
ie wih with his men in order to obtain refreſh- 
e heifhhents, a Cacique of the ifland came to him, and 


hard! blerving that he. wore a cap of crimſon velvet, 


etinghet only paid him great reſpect, but took off a 
chend''cle of gold he had on his head and put-it on 
h thee Admiral's, and with the other hand took off 
o Nee Admiral's cap, with which he was greatly 
ys i eaſed, and put it on his own head. The ſame 
aride, when they were aboard their ſhips, a large 


1/c1qoe carrying 25 men came from the eaſt- 
ad; but being about the diſtance of a muſket- 
K 2 ſhot, 
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ſhot, the Indians gave over rowing, and call 
aloud ; but as what they ſaid could not be u 
derſtood, the Admiral ordered ſome of the ms 
to allure them to the ſhip by giving them on 
little braſs aſons, looking glaſſes, and oth 
glittering toys; but this proving ineffedu 
Columbus, thinking to pleaſe them, ordered one 
the men to aſcend the poop and play upon 
tabor and pipe, while others danced aruun« hi 
This, however, had a quite contrary effect, 
they took it for a ſignal of war, and therefo 
quitting their oars, laid hold of their targets u 
bows, and let fly their arrows. Upon this 
Admiral ordered the muſic to cc:aſe, and fot 
crois- bows to be brought, but only two of the 
to be ſhot; whereupon the Indians immediate 
laid down their arms, and ran in cloſe under t 
ſtern of one or the caravels, the pilot of whi 
went down into the canoe, and giving one y 
ſeemed to be a principal perſon a red cap, th 
made ſigus to him to go aſhore, intimating t 
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for an 
they would give him ſuch things as they haicuſly 
but while he went in the boat to aſk the AdmiraMnouth 
leave, they rowed away. reaſin 


Theſe people were whiter than the Indian 
the other iſlonds, and had agreea le count 
nances. Tacir hair was long and ſtrait; 
bout their heads they tied a piece of cott 
cloth curiouſly wrought of ſeveral colours, 5 
another about their waiſts. The Admiral we 
dered that being ſo near the Equinoctial he en 
morning felt the cold, notwithſtanding its! 
ing in the Dog Days; he obſerved that the 15 
ran with greater rapidity than that of Sen 
that the ſea at high water flowed above 48 pi 
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d call p the ſhore, as it did at S. Lucar, and that the 
be u urrent ſet with ſuch ſtrength between the iſlands 
he mt Trinidad and Santa, which were only two 
m ſolhegues aſunder, that it reſembled a rapid river. 
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he Spaniards found that the fruit, trees, ſoil and 
limate were the ſame as in Hiſpaniola. They 
w parrots, ſome of a light green, others whitiſh, 
nd others intermixed with red and yellow ; and 
alſo caught very large oyſters, and great quanti- 
ies of other fiſh. 

The ſhips having taken in water at Punta del 


ets ulifrinal, Columbus proceeded to a point on the 
this Porth-weſt of what he till then called Da Santa, 
. , ich he thought to be extraordinary high land, 
»f the 


w indeed 1t is; and this, which is a part of the 
Continent near the vaſt ridge of mountains called 
the Andes, he afterwards called Parra. 

Columbus now proceeded to another mouth or 


ediate 
ider: 
f whi 


ne Wilchannel which he called Bocca della Sierpe, or, the 
p, Merpent's Mouth, from the danger of the place; 
ing for anchoring near a rock, the ſea ran ſo fu- 
ey hariouſly to the northward, that it reſembled the 


dmirirouth of a great river, the ſtream of which in- 


reaſing with an hideous noiſe, met with another 


dia current from the gulph of Paria, and ſwelled up 
counWitte fea with terrible roaring, to the aſtoniſhment 
rait; Fad conſternation of the Spaniards, who ex- 
cotiqpected to be overwhelmed. However, they 
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lufered no other damage than one of the ſhips 
agging her anchor.---This danger being paſt, 
the Admiral ſailed weſtward along the coaſt of 
Faria, diſcovering ſeveral good harbours and 
mers; and going aſhore, ſaw many monkeys, 
nd found plantanes, and other fruit, like thoſe 
of the iſlands. 
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On the 6th of Auguf, they ſailed five leapue 
farther down, between the coaſt and the if 
Trinidad, where dropping anchor, three me 
came in a canoe, and being carried to the A 
miral, were treated with great civility ; pr 
{ſented with toys, and ſet on ſhore at a plu 
where a number of the Indians were aſſembled 
who no ſooner underſtood the pacific diſpoſiti 
of the Spaniards, than they came in their can 
to barter with the ſame things that kad bee 
bought by the Spaniards at the iſlands. The 
drank a liquor as white as milk, and anoth 
that was green made of fruit and maize. Tl 
men covered their heads and waiſts with we 
woven cotton of different colours; but the u 
men here, as well as in the ifle of Trinida 
were entirely naked; but they ſeemed in ger 
ral to be more civilized and tractable than ti 
inhabitants of Hiſpaniola, and were particular 
fond of braſs trinkets and bells; but having n 
thing of value, except a few inconfiderable plat 
of gold that hung about their necks, Colun 
ordered fix of them to be taken on board, a 
then continuing his courſe ſaw a fine count 
well peopled, and a town, which for its beau 
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he called the Gardens, where he anchored, . (/ 

ſ many reſorted to the ſhips with wrought clo that t 
thi on their heads, and ſome of them with play there 
j of gold about their necks. The Indians on boi {mall 
Its ſaid there was plenty of that metal in thoſe pu outle! 
| and ſhewed how they gathered it. As u be if 
7 ſailed farther they were itill viſited in more qq © rep 

en noes, in which all the people wore gold coli tinue 
[4 with beads of various ſorts; and one Jug caltw 
in particular had a ſingle grain of gold as by Drag 
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n apple. The women wore ſtrings of beads 
bout their arms, ſome of which were very fine 
earls ; theſe they ſignified were found in oyſters 
to the weſtward of Paria; and the Admiral, hav- 
ng purchaſed ſome of theſe for a preſent to 
heir Catholic Majeſties, ſent the boats to make 
farther enquiry about that valuable commodity ; 
but though the ſailors had no deſign to land, 
wo of the Indian Chiefs civilly conſtrained them 
to it, and conducted them to a houſe, where 
they were kindly entertained with bread, fruit 
of ſeveral ſorts, the white liquor before men- 
tioned, and another of a red colour and good 
aſte ; the men all the while keeping together at 
one end of the houſe, and the women at the other. 
When they had been thus treated by the eldeſt, 
the youngelt carried them to another houſe, and 
treated them in the ſame manner. The ſailors 
returned well ſatisfied to their boats, highly 
pleaſed with, the people, who were whiter than 
any other of the Indians, and of a very good 
ſtature; but what appeared to the Admiral as 
rery extraordinary, was, the country appearing 
cool and delightful, notwithſtanding its being ſo 
near the Equinoctial. 

Columbus ſtill continuing his courſe, found 
that the water grew more and more ſhallow, and 
therefore anchoring upon the coaſt, he ſent the 
ſmalleſt caravel to diſcover whether there was an 
outlet to the weſtward among what appeared to 
be iſlands, but ſhe returned the next day with 
a report, that what ſeemed iſlands was one con- 
tinued continent; ſo that ſtanding back to the 
ealtward, he repaſſed the ftreights called the 
Dragon's Mouth, between Paria and Trinity 

Iſland, 
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Hand, but not without great difficulty and de 
ger from the boiſterous currents. He now fail 
weſtward along the coaſt of Paria, and after pal 


ful, th 
were 2 


Columb 


ing by ſeveral iſlands, on the zoth of Auguſt enfthcir | 
tered the harbour of St. Domingo in Hi/panidleWnaik, 
where his brother had built a town which Hud at 
called by that name in memory of his fatheſ Cc 
whoſe name was Dominick, the vi 

Columbus was at this time almoſt blind wi obtain 
watching, and quite exhauſted with fatigue {iced 
but he now indulged the hope of taſting ive 
ſweets of repoſe, and enjoying reſt and traWvour 
quility. He was however grievouſly diſ dan 
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pointed; for he ſoon found that the whole ſlant 
was in the utmoſt confuſion. The greateſt pe 
of thoſe he had left were dead; above 160 we 
miſerably infected with the venereal diſeaſe, and 
a great number had rebelled, at the head of whon 
was Francis Roldan, whom he had appointed Al 
cade or Chief Juſtice. 

It has been already obſerved, that a conſider 
able time elapſed before Columbus could obtait 
a ſupply from their Catholic Majeſties, for the 
colony of Hiſpaniola In this interval proviſion 
beginning to fail, the Spaniards of that illant 
begin to murmur, became diſſatisfied with theit 
ſituation, and even deſpaired of his return 


Roldan, whoſe office gave him a conſiderable Be 
influence, reſolved to take advantage of thi ſolve 
ſpirit of diſcontent, in order to center the who Prize 
power in his own hands, and therefore encou 0 m 
raged the murmurs of the diſcontented agank he f. 
Bartholomew Columbus, the Licutenant, and hi fond 
brother Diego, to whoſe tyranny he imputed al ary 
n 


their ſufferings, His intrigues were ſo now 
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ful, that the minds of many of the Spaniards 
were alienated from the brothers of Chriftopher 
Columbus, and even made ſeveral attempts upon 
their lives. Roldan, at length, pulling off the 
maſk, aſſembled his men, who amounted to 65, 
and attempted to ſeize the town and fort of the 
Conception, But this ſcheme miſcarried through 
the vigilance of Ballefter, the commander, who 
obtaining intelligence of his defign, communi- 
cated it to the lieutenant, from whom he re- 
ceived a reinforcement. This rebellious beha- 
your obliged Bartholomew to ſend orders to 
Raldan to reſign his poſt, and ſubmit to an im- 
partial trial; but he diſdainfully refuſing to obey 
theſe commands, marched with his mutineers 
to Jabella, where he there tried in vain to launch 
2 caravel which was upon the ſtocks, plundered 
the ſtorehouſes and magazines, and obliged Diego 
Columbus to retire for protection into the fort; 
after which he fell upon the cattle that grazed 
in the neighbourhood, killed many of them for 
proviſions, and took all the beaſts of burden to 
ſerve his people in their march to the province 
of Xaragua, where he choſe to reſide, on account 
of 1ts being the moſt pleaſant and plentiful part 
of the iſland, and its abounding with beautiful 
tum women. 
Before Roldar ſet out for his retreat, he re- 
ſolved to try his ſtrength, and, if poſſible, ſur- 
hol prize the town of the Conception, where he intended 
cou to murder the Lieutenant, and did not doubt but 
ain he ſhould eaſily ſubdue his men, who were too 
1 hight fond of an idle and voluptuous life; but Don 
d a Sartholomew, ho was a man of equal courage 
and diſcretion, took ſuch meaſures, that not one 
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of his people would forſake him, and bold t th 
marching out againſt Ro/dar, the latter did Miilty f 
think fit to hazard a battle. Raldan now, Wl From 
artful inſinuations to the prejudice of Chri/topteliWne m 


Columbus and his brothers, engaged Guarincex, Whips f. 


powerful Cacique, in his intereſt ; and verdlWhicita! 
Indian Lords, Who were flattered with the h mer 
of having their tribute remitted, entered ine Ad: 
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ctuall 
ucceed 


an aſſociation, by which it was reſolved that; 
the full moon the natives ſhould ſurprize ani 
murder the Spaniards, who, for the cunveniena 
of finding ſubſiſtence, lived amongſt them 1 
ſmall detached parties. But this project alk 
miſcarried through the ignorance of the, /ndian 
ſome of whom being miſtaken with reſpe& u 
the appearance of the moon, fell upon the Chi 
tians before the appointed time, and were e 


ſily repulſed; by which means the conſpira mir: 
was diſcovered, and the Spaniards put upon theaWrertur 

uard. 5 a f thef 

Roldan, who was greatly mortified at theſ conte 
repeated miſcarriages, now retired with his f Whi 
Jowers to Xaragua, proclaimed himſelf the pops v 
tector of the Indians againit the oppreſſion of Lu 
Lieutenant and his brother; and his artful mice ha! 
repreſentations had not only an effect on ſomeWurent 
of the natives, who refuſed to pay the tribute Nu, 


s fol 
nd pr 
he c: 


but made an impreſſion on the minds of thols 
Spaniards who ſtill remained under the govert- 
ment of the Lieutenant, many of whom were, by 
the warmth of the climate, diſpoſed to a life cg th: 
leneſs, and were diſcontented at their havingſWpere - 
received no ſupplies from Spain; and indeed, ſuc mm 
a ſpirit of diſaffeftion was diffuſed amongſt * laragy 
at 
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ut the Lieutenant did not dare to puniſh the 
wilty for fear of a general revolt, 

From theſe apprehenſions he was, however, in 
me meaſure relieved by the arrival of the two 
ids firſt ſent, in conſequence of the Admiral's 
plicitations 3 for theſe bringing a reinforcement 


men and proviſions, with the aſſurance that. 


he Admiral himſelf would foon follow, the peo- 
le were encouraged to perſevere in their duty. 
heſe two ſhips being arrived at St. Domingo, 
ian marched towards that city in order to 
btain neceſſaries, and if poſſible ſeduce ſome of 
e new comers ; but he was anticipated by the 
givity of the Lieutenant, who reached the place 
fore he was within fix leagues of it, and ſo ef- 
ctually guarded the paſſes, that he could not 
acceed. Yet as he earneſtly wiſhed to have the 
Idmiral find the iſland in tranquility, he ſent 
rertures of accommodation by the commander 
f theſe veſſels 5 but Reldan ſent him back with 
contemptuous refuſal. 
While things were in this fituation, the three 
lips which the Admiral had detached from the 
azery Iſlands arrived, but inſtead of entering 
ie harbour of St. Domingo, were driven by the 
urrents as far weſtward as the province of Aa- 
, Where they were viſited by Rel/dan and 
b followers, who ſeduced many of the people, 
nd prevailed on them to enter into his ſervice, 
he captains of theſe three veſſels, underſtand- 
ng that Bartholomew Columbus and the Alcade 
dere at variance, agreed that Carvajal, the 
ommander of one of the ſhips, ſhould ſtay in 
laragua, and endeavour to produce an accom- 
modation ; 
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| imiral 
modation ; that John Antonio Columbus, Wh. 


e medi 

commanded one of the other veſſels, and wa . 1 
kinſman to the Admiral, ſhould conduct Ha 
workmen over land to S?. Domingo, and th om 
captain Arana ſhould ſail round with the ip on te 
Fohn Antonio Columbus accordingly landed wü te 
forty men; but on the ſecond day of his marc gun 
all his followers, except fix or ſeven, deſerted i INꝭnion 
the rebels, and with theſe he was obliged to re m, ſe 
turn on board, after his having in vain expoſty ng a 
lated with Ro/darn upon his treacherous condul ue, 
on this occaſion. : N N rant p 
After a troubleſome voyage, in which thei expc 
proviſions were ſpoiled, and Carwajalls veſſꝗ eo re 
greatly damaged, his ſhips arrived at St. Dag, proc 
mingo, whither the Admiral was juſt returnef unn to 
from the diſcovery of the Continent. His bro ich, u 
ther had informed him of Roluan's revolt; Mae re. 
which being greatly concerned, he cauſed Me 0 
dan to be informed that he was extremely lor, the 
for th breach that had happened between hi. of 
and the Adelantado, or Lieutenant, and was ver After 
defirous of healing it; that he ſhould be gladt it the 
fee him, and would grant him a fafe conduc mi! 
At the ſame time hearing that che rebels co ing 
plained of their being detained upon the iſſanq. d 0 
for want of veſſels to carry them home, he put n of tl 
liſhed a proclamation granting leave for all t, g 
deſired it to return to Spain, promiſing to ſup .. 
ply them with proviſions and a free paſſage 1 
Roldan, however, treated all the Admiral's a ippin 
vances towards a reconciliation with indignt mely 
and inſult, boaſting that it was in his powe ty wer 


either to ſupport or ſuppreſs the e * 
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iniral, with whom he would not treat without 
mediation of Carvajal, whom, he faid, he knew 
be a man of honour and diſcretion. 

Is Carvajal was a perſon of conſequence, and 
| ſome prudence, Columbus, though he had 
ſon to ſuſpect his fidelity, ſince he had ſup- 
fed the rebels with arms while the ſhips lay at 
nagun, conſented to employ him in this ne- 
tation. Roldan, however, refuſed to treat with 
m, ſent an inſolent letter to the Admiral, and 
ng at length perſuaded to accept of a ſafe 
duct, and to viſit Columbus, made ſuch extra- 
ant propoſals, as he could not embrace with- 
t expoſing himſelf to contempt. Columbus 
refore explained his reaſons for rejecting them, 
{ proclaimed a free pardon to all who ſhould 
urn to their duty within thirty days; a copy of 
ich, with new overtures of peace, was carried 


* "Wh the rebels by Carwajal; and about the ſame 
"We Columbus ſent five ſhips to Spain, with a let- 
* to their Majeſties, containing a particular ac- 

n 


unt of the colony and its diſſentions. 

After many diſputes it was at length agreed, 
it the Admiral ſhould deliver to Roldan two 
d ſhips well manned and victualled for tranſ- 
ting him and his party to Spain ; that they 
ld be paid their ſalaries and wages to the 
of their departure, and that ſuch of their ef- 
WW ſhould be reſtored as had been ſeized by 
ind the Lieutenant's order. Matters being 
us compromiſed, the Admiral gave orders for 
ipping the ſhips, but the weather being ex- 
mely boiſterous, ſome time elapſed before 
u were ready, and could be brought round 
to 
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old find no protection at court, but muſt fall 
itim to the hatred of Foeda's kiniman, the 
op of Burgos, and Columbus's inveterate 
jemy. | 

The Admiral being informed of theſe pro- 
dings, ordered Reldan to march againf 
im with 21 men. This order he obeyed fo 
wdenly, that Heeda, finding it impoſſible to 


nder pretence of his being in want of pro- 
lions, and declared that he had no intentions 
0 diſturb the repoſe of the iſland, but would 
ton ſail to Sz. Domingo, and give the Admiral 
account of his voyage. But notwithſtanding 
ce profeſſions, he ſailed to the province of 
aragua, where he ſeduced many of the people 
telling them that he and Carvajal had been 
pointed by their Majeſties Counſellors as 
tecks upon the Admiral, and that as he had 
ot been ſo juſt as to pay them, they ſhould go 
nder his command and do themſelves juſtice 
force. This wild ſcheme being oppoſed by 
me of the Spaniards, who were amazed at 
jeda's preſumption, a tumult enſued, in which 
tveral perſons were killed and wounded ; but 
dan marching a ſecond time againſt him, he 
tired to his ſhip. The Alcade, perceiving he 
Ms out of his reach, invited him to com- 
ore, and treat of an accommodation; und 
vaten his refuſal offered to go on board, when 
ſeda ſending his boat well manned, Roldan, 
mh fix or ſeven of his followers, entered it, 
nd when it was leaſt ſuſpected, fell upon Hojeda's 
nen, made themſelves maſters ©i the boat, and 
turned with it to land, which obliged Heojeda 
to 


ſcape, went to meet him, excuſed his landing, 
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to ſubmit to a teaty, and to give ſecurity that 
would depart th: iſland, 

Soon after another commotion was raiſed | 
Ferdinand Guevara, who was in diſgrace wi 
the Admiral for being concerned in the late ( 
tion, and he being exaſperated againſt Relda 
for not permitting him to marry the Queen 
Karagua's daughter, entered into a conſpira 
with one Adrian de Moxica, and having engapt 
4 many people in his intereſt, reſolved to ſurpn 
1 and murder the Alcade. But Roldan being u 

formed of their proceedings took his meaſures 
well, that he ſeized. the chief conſpirators, a 
being ordered. by the Admiral to puniſh th 
according to law, he proceeded to a fair tn 
in conſequence of which Mozica was hanged, fon 
of the confederates baniſhed, and others ſent 
priſon. | 
This example had ſuch an effect, that tra 
quillity was reſtored throughout the whole iſland 
and about this time ſuch rich gold mines wel 
diſcovered, that every man left the King's pi 
and went to dig on his own account, allow 
the king one third of all that was found. Inti 
employment they met with ſuch ſucceſs, that ot 
man would ſometimes gather forty ounces in 
day, and a lump of pure gold was found ti 
weighed 196 ducats, 
While Columbus was thus exerting all 
prudence, and exerciſing his humanity in 4 
peaſing the troubles of Hiſpaniola, he h 
thought that a ſtorm was riſing againſt him We. of 
home. A number of malecontents had ve, 1 
' fent to Spain during the rebellion, who ren "= 
ſented him as an inſolent alien, ignorant of ü 
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us and cuſtoms of the Spaniſh nation; op- 
rive and cruel in his diſpoſition ; elated with 
e dignity to which he had been raiſed, and ſo 
ritions and unjuſt, that he not only with-held 
e pay due to the ſervants of the government, 
t embezzled the riches of the iſland. They 
neighed with ſtill greater bitterneſs againſt his 
nther the Lieutenant, nor did Diego eſcape the 
moſt virulence of their cenſure. Fhele in- 
eftives being ſpread abroad by the friends of 
oſe who had been the diſturbers of the peace 
> "WY Hi/paniola, and encouraged by many perſons 
court, who envied Columbus's ſacceſs and re- 
ation, ſuch a clamour was raiſed in Ca/tile, 
at the King and Queen were daily ſurrounded 
the ſtreets by people demanding juſtice 
geinſt that proud and tyrannical icre1gner, 
bo had oppreſſed ſo many Caftilians, ant 
covered a miſchievous country to be the 
un and grave of the Saniſb gentry. Their 
eſtes ſent an Inſpe&or-General to Hiſpa- 
ua, with power to enquire into the Ad- 
al's conduct, and if he ſhould be found 
In th ulty to ſend him home, while the Inſpec- 
ar oo. as to remain Governor of the iſland in 
« in %. Francis de Bowadilla, a knight of 
ah order of Calatrava, but in very low cir- 
man ces, was choſen for this high office; 
Id being furniſhed with full powers, arrived 
n . Deminge in the latter end of Augu/t 1500, 
un ile the Admiral was at the Conception with 
im ft of the people of conſequence, ſettling the 
beds of that province. 
beradilla finding nobody at Sr. Domingo who 
be a check upon his conduct, immediately 
las L 3 took 
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took poſſeſſion of the Admiral's palace, ſeizel 


effects, aſſembled all who were diſaffected to t 
brothers; declared himſelf Governor, diſpat 
orders to the Admiral to repair to him without. 
lay, and to back his ſummons, ſent him the k 
and Queen's letter, which contained no moret 
that their Majeſties had ſent the bearer to acqu 
Columbus with their pleaſure, which he was 
rected to obey, and this order was ſigned both 

1 the King and Queen. 
| Columbus, immediately on his receiving t 
| letter, ſet out for Se. Dominga, to wait uy 
N Bovadilla, who, without any . in format 
ſent him and his brother Diego on board a f 
where they were laid in 1rons, placed unde 
ſtrong guard, and entirely excluded from 
ſpeech of any perſon whatſoever. A proc 
was then begun againſt them, and all t 
enemies being admitted as evidences, ti 
depoſitions were ſo malicious, incoherent : 
abſurd, that nobody who had not been de 
mined at all events to ruin the accuſed, wo 
have paid the Jeaſt regard to their allegati 
Bowadilla, however, on this occaſion coun 
nanced the moſt flagrant perjuries, and e 
encouraged the rabble to inſult the priſon 
by blowing horns at the port where the 
lay at anchor, and by reading ſcandalous li 
in the market place. 'The Lieutenant, who 
not yet returned from Xaragua, might prob! 
have reſcued his brothers by force of arms, 
not the Admiral ordered him to ſubmit qu 


to their Majeſties authority, veſted in the pe 
of the new Governor, who had no ſooner laid 
injunction on Andrea Martin, the captain a 
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ſhip, wo denver the Admiral in irons to the biſho 
& Fonjeca, by whoſe direction he ated, than he 
began to embezzie the treaſure, ſquander the 
king's revenue amongſt his creatures, oppreſs and 
plunder the Indians, countenance the greateſt 
profligacy, and deſtroy all the prudent regulations 
eſtabliſhed by the Admiral, +. + 

Andrew Martin was no {coner out at ſea, than 
being aſhamed at ſeeing the brave Columbus in this 
diſgraceful ſituation, would have knocked aff his 
irons ; but he reſolved to wear them during his 
whole paſſage, and to keep them ever after as a 
memorial of the reward he had obtained for his 
ſervices ; and indeed theſe fetters he always pre- 
ſerved in his own chamber, and, at his requeſt, 
they were at length buried in the ſame coffin with 
his body, | 

On the zcth of Nowember 1500, he wrote to 
their Catholic Majeſtics to acquaint them with his 
arrival at Cadiz Upon which they gave im- 
mediate orders for his being releafed ; ſent him 
very gracious letters, in which they expreſſed 
their forrow for his ſufferings, and invited him 
to court, promiſing that he ſhould ſoon be ſent 
again, and fully reſtored his honours. 

On his arrival at Grazada, and King and Queen 
gave him a favourable reception, and let him 
know that they were offended at the author of 
his impriſonment, who had acted thus without 
their orders, and promiſed that he ſhould have 
full ſatisfaction. Mean while they directed his 
affair to be examined, and the accufations againit 
tim plainly appearing malicious and frivolous, 
he was honour-bly acquitted ; and at the ſame 
tune a new Governor of Hiſpcr;ola was appoint- 


ed, 


* 
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ed, in order to redreſs the Admiral's grievancg, 
and oblige Bovadilla to reſtore what he had ug. 
juſtly ſeized. This commiſſion was granted 9 
Nicholas de Obando, commendary of laws, a man 
of abilities, but crafty, cruel and revengefal, 
who afterwards 2xercifed great barbarity upon the 
natives and their chiefs. 

It was at the fame time reſolved to fend the 
Admiral upon ſome voyage that might turn out 
to hie advantage, and keep him employed, til 


Obando could ſettle the affairs of Hiſpaniola; but 


here being ſome delay in the execution of thi 
leſign, and the Admiral ng apprehenſive of 
tuture diſgrace, from the indefatigable efforts ef 
his enemies at court, defired to be excuſed 
from embarking gain, and intreated their Mr 
jeſties to defend him againſt all dangers. Thi 
procured him a very favourable anſwer, and 
ſoon after the molt advantageous grants and con- 
ceſſions, which made him reſolve once more 1 
expoſe his life in another voyage to the Indies in 
order to perfect his diſcoveries. 
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4 Digreſſion, containing the Diſcoveries made by 
other Spaniards, while Columbus was engaged 
in the third Voyage. 


EFORE we proceed to Columbus's next 

voyage, it is proper that we ſhould give ſome 
account of the diſcoveries; whether real or pre- 
tended, that were made before he again ſet fail 
for America. Alonzo Hejeda, who has been al- 
ready mentioned in the courſe of this voyage, 
and Americus Veſpucius, obtained from the Biſhop 
of Burgos, the draughts and plans which, by 
their Majeſties order, Columbus had depolited in 


the hands of that Prelate, who, out of hatred 


to that great commander, and to rob him, if 
poſſible, of his credit and reputation, = them 
up without the knowledge of the King and 
Queen, The licences he gave theſe gentlemen 
were alſo clandeſtine. 'They ſet fail from Cadiz 
on the zoth of May 1499, and ſteered directly 
in ſearch of the Continent, purſuant to the Ad- 
miral's ſcheme, which before this time he had 
actually carried into execution. This was the 
rſt voyage made by Americus Veſpucius, and 
though he now only touched at that part of 
the Continent which had been viſited by the 
Admiral, yet he impudently pretended to diſ- 
cover it; and by confounding this with a voyage 
ke afterwards made into thoſe parts, dreſſed up 
a plauſible ſtory, and being an excellent geo- 
grapher and draftſman, impoſed upon the great- 
eſt part of Europe. In Spain, however, he 2 
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ſoon detected; for pretending that he returned 
directly to that kingdom after a voyage of thir. 
teen months ſpent in diſcoveries, Hejeda made 
oath that only five months were ſpent in the 
voyage, and that finding themſelves ſhort of pro- 
viſions, they ſailed to Z;/paniola for a ſupply. 

It was no ſooner known that Alonzo Hijeds, 
and Americus Yeſpucius had obtained the abo 
licences, than others reſolved to make uſe of the 
ſame intereſt, in order to acquire a ſhare of 
the riches of the New World ; and a company 
was formed by ſome of the inhabitants of Sevill, 
the principal of whom was Peter Alonzo Nin 
of Palos, who was with the Admiral when he 
diſcovered Paria, and Chriſtopher Guerre, d 
Seville. 

Nino having obtained the King's licence, up- 
on condition of his not coming to an anchor, u 
landing within 50 leagues of any place diſcover 
by Columbus, ſet ſail ſoon after Hejeda and Yer 
cius, diſcovered land, and arrived at the proving 
of Paria a few days after them; where finding 
the Indians behave peaceably, he, contrary to hi 
inſtructions, landed and cut Braxil wood, and then 
continuing his courſe, came to what Colunbu 
had called the Bay of Pearls, formed by the iſland 
of Margarita, and the continent, and which he 
had viſited in 1498. 

The people here went on board Nino's * 
without any apprehenſions, carrying pearl neck. 
laces, and wearing jewels in their noſes al 
ears ; for which the Spaniards gave them hawks 
bells, bracelets, rings, and ſeveral trifles ma# 
of tin. Having thus purchaſed a conſiderabt 
quantity of valuable pearls, the Spaniards poſe 
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by Coro, near the province now called Yenexuela, 
130 leagues below Paria and the Dragon 62 
Meath, and anchored in a bay where they 
were well received by 5o men, who came from 
z place at a league's diſtance, and very earneſtly 
preſſed them to anchor at their town: upon 
which the Spaniards gave them ſome toys, and 
the Indians taking of all the pearls they had 


* about their necks and arms, in the ſpace of an 
f the our gave them as many as weighed fifteen 


ounces. 

The next day the Spaniards came to an an- 
hor before a town called Curiana, where the 
Izdians made ſigns to them to come an ſhore 
but being no more than 33 men, they durſt 
not venture, and therefore by their ſigns in- 
rited the Indians to come on board, which they 
did in their canoes, carrying pearls which they 
freely exchanged for toys; by which the Spa- 
ziards being convinced of their ſincerity, land- 
ed and ſtayed twenty days on ſhore, during which 
they were courteouſly entertained with veniſon, 
rabits, geeſe, ducks, parrots, fiſh, and bread 
made of maize. They perceived that the na- 
tires kept markets or fairs; that they had 
earthern jars, difhes, and other veſſels of ſeveral 
ſhapes, and that in their pearl necklaces they 
had frogs and other creatures made of gold, 
They aſked by ſigns where that metal was ga- 
hi thered, and were anſwered in the ſame manner, 
[ that it was got ſix days journey from thence, at 
aut a place called Curiana Cauchcito. 
The Spaniards therefore failed thither, and 
nab found 
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found that the people were very tractable; & 
they came on board in their canoes without the 
leaſt jealouſy, and bartered with them fo 
wrought and unwrought gold, though thy 

would not part with their pearls. They al 
gave them ſome monkies, and very beautiful pu 
rots of various colours. 

Leaving this place they proceeded farther 
but as they approached the ſhore above zoo: 
naked men came armed with bows and arroy 
to oppoſe their landing, and, though they ſtroxe 
to pleaſe them by ſhewing them hawks bells, and 
other things, they could not prevail, and there 
fore returned to Curiana, where they were n 
ceived with the ſame ſatisfaction as before, 
the Indians now trading with them for pins 
and needles, which the Spaniards ſhewed them 
would be of uſe in drawing the thorns out o 
their feet, when they happened to tread upon 
them. The Indians were highly pleaſed, think- 
ing they had made very advantageous bargains 
with the Spaniards, who carried away about 
12,000 ounces of pearls, ſome of which were 
very beautiful, and well coloured, and as large 
as ſmall haſle-nuts ; but they were ill bored, the 
Indians having no iron. The Spaniards were now 
ſo well ſatisfied with the ſucceis of their voyage, 
that they reſolved to return home, and arrived 
in Galicia on the 6th of February 1500, tuo 
months after they leit Curiana, when Nino and 
Chriftopher Guerre, who ſhared in the expenct 
and profits of the 'voyage, were accuſed before 
the Governor, by their own ſhip's crew, of hav: 
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ing defrauded the King of his duty, which was 
e fifth part. 1 

The great riches which the adventurers gain- 
{ by this voyage, promoted the ſpirit of diſco- 
ery, more eſpecially among ſuch as knew the 
wpoſals made by Columbus, or had ſerved 
nder him in his firſt two voyages. Of theſe 
ome was ſo capable of proſecuting them as 
rent Yanez Pinzon, of whom we have already 
doken. He had a liberal education, great cou- 
ige, and a large fortune; he therefore fitted out, 
t his owa expence, a ſquadron of four ſtout 
hips, with which he ſailed to the Cape de Verd 
ſands, where he took in refreſhments, and 
ered from St. Jago, about the year 1500, firſt 
anding to the South and then to the Weſt, and 
as the firſt ſubje& of the crown of Caftile and 
m that croſſed the Equinoctial. 

Buc he had hardly paſſed the Line, when he 
det with a dreadful ſtorm, in which all on board 
xweſted to periſh : However, having run 240 
woues farther to the weſtward, they on the 
th of February diſcovered land at a great diſ- 
ce, which Yanez called Cabo de Conſolation, 
Cape Comfort*, and founding, had 14 fathoms 
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vage, er. Captain Pinzon going on ſhore, took 
rived ſeſſion of the country in the name of their 
to tholic Majeſties, and endeavoured to the ut- 
„and eſt of his power, though without effect, to 
pence duce the people to trade with him ; for the 


fore tives being inflexible; and having no good 


hav- 
ing 


It is now called Cape St. Auguſtine, 
M opinion 
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Opinion of theſe invaders, an engagement enſue; 


in which ſome were ſlain on both ſides. Jam 

This made Captain Pinxon reſolve to eu ede 
and continue his voyage, which he did tot pplied 
mouth of the river Maranon, where he obſen on, a 
a mighty ſtruggle between the tide ſalt e wor 


coming in, and a vaſt current of freſh wat 
pouring down from the land. The country 
the mouth of this river, he found well inhabits 
on both fides, but not being able to perſuade t 


ge, hi 
rally 


anon, 


den 

inhabitants to traffick, he reſolved, without Ge ; 
ther delay, to proceed towards Paria. Naniar 

Yanez, on his arrival at Paria, took in Zu bliged 
wood, and then ſtruck over to the... iſlands i bere 
lay in the way to Hifanola: But when Mid re 
ſhips were lying at anchor, there aroſe ſuch Wee o! 
dreadful ſtorm that two of the four ſunk Man 
fight of the others, with all the men; a ti lt is 
was forced from her anchors with 18 men, M Ring 
carried out of fight, and the fourth, thou the 


ſhe rode it out, beat ſo furiouſly, that d 
ſailors, believing ſhe would be daſhed in pj 
went aſhore in the long-boat, and had thong 
of murdering all the Indians they found, 
prevent their calling in their neighbours to 
itroy them; but the ſhip that had been dr 
to ſea with the 18 men returned, and the 0 
which rode at anchor being ſaved, they ſailed 
Hiſpaniola, where they refitted, and returned 
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Spain about the latter end of September; a "A : 
having diſcovered 600 leagues of the coal Hue 
Haria. + Se 
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James de Lepe, a native of Palos, having 
reti ard of the expedition undertaken by Pinxon, 
to thiWpplied himſelf to the Earl of Miranda his pa- 
ron, and promiſing to perform wonders in caſe 
wade would enable him to make the ſame voy- 
waihee, his requeſt was complied with, and he ac- 
rally arrived at the mouth of the river Ma- 
ann, ſoon after Pinzon had left it; the people 
de Meing provoked at his ſeizing 36 men, and car- 
jing them on board, vigorouſly attacked the 
hamaras, and killed ſeveral of them, which 
bliged him to profecute his voyage to Paria, 
here he alſo quarrelled with the inhabitants, 
nd returned without making the leaſt advan- 
ge of this expedition, except taking a few 
ian priſoners, 
It is here proper to obſerve, that Emanuel, 
King of Portugal, ſending a conſiderable fleet 
thou the Zaf?-Tndzes* under the command of Peter 
rarer Cabral in the year 1500, that Admiral 
ailing to the 8. W. to avoid the calms on the 
oalt' of Guinea, was ſo happy as to diſcover 
Prazil, one of the richeſt provinces in South- 
America, by meer accidentf., But it is now ne- 


ceſſary to return to the diſcoveries made by the 
: CUWreat Columbus, 
led 
ned 


he coaſt of India had been diſcovered by Paſco de 
* Gama, in 1498, while Columbus was engaged in his third 
Wye to the Weft-Indies, See de Gama's Voyage. 
dee Cabral's Voyage to the Eaſi-Indies, Chap. 1. and 
7 the Settlement of Brazil by the Portugueze, Chap. 1. 
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CHAP. v. 
Columbus's fourth Voyage. 
paniola, and meets with the baſeſt Uſage fr 


He arrives at Hil 


- Obando, the new Governor, upon which | 
leaves that Iſland, and projecutes his Diſcouert 
along the Coaſt of the Continent : Proceeds u 
the Iſthmus of Darien, where he expected. 
find a Paſſage to the Indies: Sails to the Hu 
ven of Porto Bello: Sends a Detachment up th 
River Veragua to the Indian Mines; and, afl 
other Excurfions into the Country, forms a Seil. 
ment at the Mouth of the River Belem, whe 
being informed that a Cacique named Quibid 
intended to ſet Fire to the Houſes, he cauſes hin 
and his Family to be ſeized, but they makin 
their Eſcape, attack the Settlement, and kill jt 
veral of the Spaniards, pan which the new 
Settlers rejoin the Admiral, who after ſuffering 
ſeveral Hardſhips, run the Ships on Shore on th 
Coaſt of Jamaica; whence they ſend two Ca- 
noes to Hiſpaniola. The Hardſhips ſuffered h 
the People in the Voyage, and the Troubles th 
Admiral met .wwith in. Jamaica during his lug 
Stay in that Iſland. The Spaniards ail then 
to Hiſpaniola, and afterwards to Spain, wher 
Columbus dies. Some Account of bis Perji 
and Character. 

FNOLUMBUS, having received his inſtrut- 

tions, ſailed from Cadiz with four ſmall ſhips 

and 140 men, including boys; on the gth ol 

May 1502, he arrived at St. Catharine's, and 


departed from thence on the 11th for Arxilla, 
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i port-town of Morocco, then ſubje& to Portugal, 
ind inveſted by the Moors. He failed thither, 
in order to relieve the Portugueze, who were 
 Wreported to be in great diſtreſs; but the Moors 
bad raiſed the ſiege before his arrival, the Ad- 
"WM mira! therefore ſailed for Grand Canaria, where 
ie arrived on the zoth; and having taken in 
wood and water for the voyage, proceeded on the 
ch in the evening for the Veſt-Indiet, with ſo 
favourable a wind, that on the 15th of June, he 
oF :rrived at the iſland of Mar/inico. He there took 
Min a freſh ſupply of wood and water, and then 
Failed by the Caribbee- Hands to St. Domingo in 
Hipaniolg, where he intended to exchange one 
of his ſhips, which was a bad ſailer, in order to 
continue his voyage, with leſs hindrance, to the 
coaſt of Paria, in queſt of a ftreight which he 
toncluded was near the place ſince called Vera- 
gua and Nombre de Dios. | 3 
u In order that the Judge ſent by their Majeſties 
o call Bovadilla to an account might not be 
g lurprized at his unexpected arrival, he, on his 
WW epproaching the port, diſpatched before him one 
9 of his captains, to ſignify the neceſſity of chang- 
"i ng the ſhip, and to repreſent that as he appre- 
Wy ended a great ſtorm was approaching, he pro- 
BY poſed to ſecure himſelf in that port, and deſired 
"i that the homeward bound fleet might not ſail 
"oh tor eight days, by which means it would avoid 
the danger to which it would otherwiſe be expo- 
„ed. But fo little inclined was this new gover- 
„or to aſſiſt the Admiral with another veſſel, 
dat he would not even allow him to enter the 
d port; and diſregarding his advice, permitted 
the fleet, in which were Noldan, and all who 
M 3 had 
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had been in the rebellion, to put to ſea, on thei 
return to Spain. 

But the fleet had no ſooner weathered the ei 
point of Hiſpaniola, than there aroſe ſo terrible 


were 40 
miral, v 
the wav 
hack to 


ſtorm, that the Admiral of the fleet, in which Colum: 
was Bowvadilla, and moſt of the rebels, founderedMnen ſor 
and this hurricane was ſo fatal to the reſt, tha bowed t! 
of the 18 ſhips that were in that fleet, only fou which t 
were ſaved. Mean while Columbus, who had foreWreſt of t 


ſeen the ſtorm, and been refuſed admittance ini te Sav 
an iſland which he had diſcovered, and added i church 

the dominions of Spain, ſheltered himſelf unde truck v 
the land; but the next day the tempeſt in Hof the b 
N three of Columbus's veſſels were force ed to a 
out to fea, when the Bermuda, the ſhip he wantei ſh drew 
to exchange, would certainly have periſhe(Wn arro 
had ſhe not been preſerved by the admirab ſhip, ſe: 
fill of his brother Bartholomew, who was a ing the 
lowed to be the moſt expert ſeaman of hi lat the 
time. The ſhips being thus ſeparated, each fide an 
concluded that the other was loſt, *till in a fe caught 
days they met again in the port of Azua, Tha cow, at 
Admirals ſatisfaction, however, was conſiderably compar 
diminiſhed by the mortification he felt, up Colus 
reflecting that he had been denied ſhelter iQ ſhips h 
a port, where he had a right to command to mak: 
and refuſed a privilege in his own iſland ed the 
that is never denied to ſtrangers. However] called 


the conſequence of this ſtorm furniſhed hg ing aſh 
ſuperſtitious enemies with a pretence for {ay ber of | 
ing, that he had raiſed it by magic, in o which, 
to deſtroy the fleet bound for Spain ; and wha ſeamen 
ſeemed to add weight to this ridiculous ſuppoighh Whi 
tion, was, that the only ſhip of the 18 that 2 iſland, 

it cunt; 


i ed in Spain was the Aguja, on board of whid 
we 
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were 4000 peſos of gold belonging to the Ad- 
niral, while three others that reſiſted the fury of 
the waves were forced in a ſhattered condition 
hack to Sr. Domingo. 

Columbus, while in the port of Axua, gave his 
men ſome refreſhment # wo the ſtorm, and al- 
owed them to divert themſelves with fiſhing, in 
which they had good ſucceſs ; and amongſt the 
reſt of the fiſh they caught here, was one called 
the Savina, which is as big as an ordinary 
church bell, and lying aſleep above water, was 
truck with an harping iron by the crew in one 
inWof the boats. One end of this iron being faſten- 
ed to a long rope, and the other to the boat, the 
iſh drew the boat after it as ſwift as the flight of 
ed an arrow, while thoſe who were on board the 
bla ſhip, ſeeing the boat ſkim about, and not know- 
ing the reaſon, were greatly aſtoniſhed, till at 
laſt the fiſh ſinking, it was drawn to the ſhip's 
de and hawled up by the tackle. They alſo 
caught in the ſame bay the Manatee, or ſea- 
sow, an amphibious animal, whoſe fleſh was 
compared by the people on board to that of veal. 
0 Columbus, having here repaired the damage his 
"nl ſhips had ſuſtained by the ſtorm, ſailed in order 
0 to make diſcoveries on the Continent, and reach- 
ed the iſlands of Guania, near the province now 
a called Honduras, where Bartholomew Columbus go- 
ug ing aſhore with two boats, they ſaw a great num- 
ber of pine trees and pieces of Lapis Calaminaris, 
on wich, being mixed with copper, ſome of the 
a ſeamen miſtook for gold. 

i While the Admiral's brother was at this 
1 land, and was very defirous of knowing what 
contained, he oblſeryed approaching the ſhore 

a 
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a canoe made of one tree, as long as a galley; 
it was eight feet wide, and had an awning d 
palm leaves in the middle, not unlike thoſe 9 
the Venetian gondolas: under this cover the wa: 
men, children, and all the goods were ſheltere 
from the weather, and though there were : 
men on board the canoe; they had not the cou. 
rage to defend themſelves againſt the boats, by 
being purſtied, were taken without oppoſition, 
The Admiral was rejoiced at his having obtainel 
an opportunity of diſcovering the commodities 
of the Continent, without expoſing his men tt 
danger; and having given orders for examining 
the cargo, there were found quilts, and a kind 
of ſhirts without fleeves made of cotton curioul- 
ly wrought and dyed of ſeveral colours; ſom 
ſmall cloths of the ſame ſort, to be worn abot 
the middle; with large ſheets in which the womet 
on board wrapt themſelves; large wooden 
ſwords; edged on each fide with ſharp flints fixed 
in grooves with thread and a bituminous matter} 
and alſo hatchets made of copper; bells 0 
the ſame metal, with plates and crucibles fit 
melting it. As for the proviſions; they conſiſted 
of the ſame kind of roots and grain as wer 
eaten in Hiſpaniola, and a ſort of liquor reſen- 
bling Engliſo beer made of maize. They ha 
alſo a conſiderable number of cocoa nuts, apa 
wich they ſeemed to ſet a great value; for no- 
withitanding the conſternation with which the 
were ſeized at finding themſelves priſoners aboat 
the ſhip, they never failed, when one of the 
nuts chanced to fall upon the deck, to ſtoop ant 
take up it with eagerneſs, as if it were ſomethily 
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linary modeſty, and ſeemed to have ſome ſenſe 
of decorum, with which the Admiral was fo 
pleaſed that he ordered them to be well uſed; 
nave them European commodities in exchange for 
ſuch of their goods as he thought proper to re- 
nin, and then reſtoring their canoe, ſuffered 
them to depart. He however kept an old man, 
do ſeemed both the wiſeſt and chief man of | #11! 
the company, in order to learn ſomething of the Wii 
country, and to draw others to converſe with the \ 4 
Chriſtians, which he faithfully did, as long as 15 
hey ſailed where his language was underſtood ; 1 
nd when he could be no longer ſerviceable, we || 
as diſmiſſed with a preſent, and ſent home high- 34 
EE W | 
Though the Admiral was told by this Indian 1 
if the great wealth, politeneſs, and ingenuity of | 
he people weſtward towards Mexico, yet know- | 
ng that as that country lay to the leeward, he | 
ould ſail thither from Cuba whenever he thought ak 
it, he reſolved at preſent to perſiſt in his deſign WM! |; 
if diſcovering a ſtreight in the Continent through 14 
zich he expected to find the Eaſ-Indies, and in 
articular the country that produced ſpices. He 
ccordingly ſailed towards Darien, where he was 
old that he thould find this ſtreight ; but the 
Indians meant an iſthmus or neck of land, 
mich he miſtook for a paſſage extending from 
ea to ſea, In queſt of this ſtreight he ſailed to- 
yards a point on the Continent, to which he gave 
he name of Cafinas, from his finding there 
reat plenty of trees bearing a fruit ſo called 
ly the natives of H:i/paniola; and near this 
ape ſaw people who wore painted tunics, or 
urts made of cotton, ſo thick and ſtron 5 o 
efen 
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loth ro! 
defend them againſt the weapons uſed in thaWyore rec 
country, and even to bear off the ſtroke ofilcads ; 
ſome of ours. Farther to the eaſtward he foundMzeves, 
the natives of a fierce aſpect, and of a ſavagi nd bud 
diſpoſition ; they went entirely naked; ea: fleſh gures w. 
and fiſh raw as it was taken, and made holes in on feſtiv 
their ears, which they ſtretched by their pen. I nous co 
dants, ſo wide that a hen's egg might be paſſedMterrible. 
through them, from which circumſtance the Ad-Werery na 
miral denominated that coaſt de las Oreas, or own. 
the Ears. From 
On the 14th of Auguſt in the morning, Barth. in ſailin, 
lomeau Columbus went aſhore upon this coaſt, ui and cur 
hear maſs, with the colours flying, and atiend-WE as there 
ed by the Captains and many of the men; and a tacked t 
few days after, he again landed to take poſſel-Wchor un 
fion of the country for their Catholic Majeſties MF a cape t 
when about 100 [rdians loaded with proviſions Dios, or 
ran towards the ſhore, but on the approach of the lane 
the boats ſuddenly retired without ſpeaking ¶ to proſec 
word. The Lieutenant perceiving their timidii ever, a 
deſired the interpreter to allure them with belli ſome dz 
beads and other toys, with which they were if way ran 
well pleaſed, that they returned in greater num On t 
bers the next day, with ſeveral ſorts of proviſionsl wood a. 
as hens, which were better than thoſe of Spain river, t! 
eeſe, broiled fiſh, and red and white bean- trance ; 
he country was low, green, and beautiful, andi from th 
produced abundance of pines, oaks, palm-treen the cur; 
and mirabolans, with all the fruits that wer all her 
to be found on the iſland of Hzi/þanioia this Rio 
there were alſo deer, leopards, and other an Still ru 
mals. The inhabitants were like thoſe of i 25th, a 


iflands, only their foreheads were not ſo high 
for the moſt part they went naked, cm 
clot! 
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lock round their waiſts, but thoſe of diſtinction 
wore red and white cotton cloths about their 
heads; and ſome had a ſhort jacket without 
leeves, that reached to the waiſt. Their arms 
gend bodies were ornamented with different fi- 
eures wrought into the ſkin by pricking it, and 
in on feſtival days they painted their faces of va- 
n- nous colours, which made them look extremely 
ed terrible. They ſeemed to have no religion, and 
d-Wevery nation ſpoke a particular language of their 
Moon. 

From cape Caſinas, the Admiral was 70 days 
.in failing ſixty leagues to the eaſtward, the wind 
to and current being contrary all the time. But 
d. as there was good riding along the coaſt, he 
i tacked to and fro, and every night dropped an- 
chor under the land; but at length he reached 
5 2 cape to which he gave the name of Gracias 4 
Dios, or Thanks to God; becauie from that place, 
oo the land turning off to the South, enabled him 
i to proſecute his voyage with a trade wind. How- 
cer, a little beyond this head-land he paſſed 
bome dangerous ſands, which for a conſiderable 
way ran out to ſea. 

On the 16th of September, being in want of 
MF wood and water, Columbus ſent the boats into a 
"i river, that teemed to have a deep and good en- 
WF trance ; but on their return, the wind blowing 
on from the ſea, and the waves running high againit 
the current of the river, one of the boats, with 
all her men, was loſt, when the Admiral called 
this Rio de la Diſeracia, or the River of Diſaſter. 
Still running to the ſouthward, they, on the 
25th, anchored near a little iſland called Qui- 
riwir, 


108 COLUMBUS'S Drscovery 


riviri, and a town on the Continent named Cy 
ari, which is ſitua ted near a great river, tot 
banks of which a multitude of people reſorted 
ſome with bows and arrows, others with ſtaye 
of a wood as black as jet, as hard as iron, an 
pointed with fiſh bones ; while others came wi 
clubs. They ſeemed to have aſſembled wit 
the intention of defending their country from in 
vaſion ; but obſerving the pacific diſpoſition 
the Spaniards, were very defirous of barterin 
their commodities with them, which conſiſted 0 


uch ſatist 
tives. 

Bartholu— 
u, in ore 
50 of the 
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dem by ſi 
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ut they n 
an they 


arms, cotton jackets, and pieces of pale gol them r- 
which they wore about their necks. With theldere impl 
things they ſwam to the boats, for the SpaniariMWhrmed for 
did not go aſhore that day nor the next; ndiſfpproache' 
would the Admiral allow his people to take theiſſſe air, a1 

ouds in exchange, but preſented them witli endea 
Doral baubles. Yet the leſs the Spaniards ſeemMe Chriſti 
ed to regard the trafick, the more eagerneſſi A few e 
they diſcovered for it, and made many ſigns foer to pc 
them to come aſhore ; but theſe proving ineffec. un and 
tual, they retired, leaving every thing they hay. The 
received on the ſhore, where they were fouidMWere ſeve: 
by the Spaniards, at the place which they after-Movered v 


wards landed at. The Indians at length ſuppolingody emb 
that the Spaniards did not confide in their fince-p in cot 
rity, ' ſent an old man of an awful preſence, nd over 
carrying a flag upon a ſtaff, attended by twiere carv 
young girls with pieces of gold about their neck: em the 
Theſe, by the old man's deſire, were conduftedWlates of 
by the boats crew aboard the Admiral, wivWaments, 
ordering them to be clothed and fed, had then Theſe 
ſet on ſhore, where they were received witiWat, th 

a ; 3 : much ken, * 
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ich ſatisfaction by the old man, and 50 of the 
Witives. 

Bartholomew Columbus going aſhore the next 
u, in order to learn ſomething of the country, 
o of the chief men came to the boat, and ta- 
Ing him by the arms made him fit down between 
em. In this ſituation he began to interrogate 
tem by figns, and ordered his ſecretary to write 
wn what were ſuppoſed to be their anſwers ; 
ut they no ſooner ſaw the pen, ink, and paper, 
an they were in ſuch conſternation, that mot 
them ran away, imagining perhaps that theſe 
ere implements of ſorcery ; for they had per- 
med ſome ceremonies of exorciſm before they 
pproached the Spaniards, ſcattering a powder in 
e air, and burning ſome of the tame powder, 
d endeavouring to make the ſmoke fly towards 
e Chriſtians, 

A few days after, the Admiral defired his bro- 
er to go aſhore with ſeveral men to view the 
wn and obtain ſome knowledge of the coun- 
yy, The moſt remarkable things he obſerved 
ere ſeveral tombs in a great wooden ſtructure 
overed with canes, in one of which was a dead 
ody embalmed; in another, two bodies wrapt 
pin cotton ſheets, but without any ill ſcent, 
nd over each tomb was a board, upon which 
ere carved the figures of beaſts, and on ſome of 
em the effigies of the deceaſed, adorned with 
lates of gold about their necks, and other or- 
laments, 

Thele being the moſt civilized Indians in thoſe 
arts, the Admiral ordered ſome of them to be 
ken, out of whom he choſe two who ſeemed 8 
N 


1 
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be the moſt intelligent; the reſt were ſent ay; 
with ſome preſents and great civility, and en 
dFavours were uſed to make them ſenſible th; 
their companions were detained for no other re: 
ſon but to ſerve as guides upon that coaſt, an 
that in a little time they would be ſet at liber 
ty ; but the natives believing they were detained 
through avarice, a number of them came dow 
to the ſhore the next day, and ſent four perſons 
board to treat for their ranſom, with a preſent 

two wild hogs which were very ſmall. Colunt 

cauſed theſe deputies to be entertained vil 
great civility, and though he would not gran 
their requeſt, he ſent them away well ſatisfied 
and amply paid for the hogs ; one of which wa 
hunted on the deck by a kind of wild cat of 
greyiſh colour, that had been caught in th 
woods by one of the ſailors, after he had cu 
off one of its fore legs; this animal leaps lik 
a ſquirrel from tree to tree, and not only faſten 
upon the branches with its claws, but even wit 
its tail, by which it frequently ſuſpends itſe 
either for ſport or reſt. Theſe hogs, though na 
turally very fierce, no ſooner ſaw this animal 


than they ran terrified about the deck, when the 


Admiral perceiving their fright, ordered one 0 
them to be brought near the cat, which inſtant] 
twiſted its tail round the hog's ſnout, and faſten 
ing the fore-leg that remained upon its head 
would ſoon have diſpatched it, had not the me 
interpoſed. 


On the 5th of O&ober the Admiral ſailed inte 


the bay of Caravaro, which is fix leagues 1 


length, and about three in breadth. Here the) 
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found many ſmall iſlands, with channels betweeqfen were 


them 
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em, through ſome of which the ſhips ſailed as 
were in lanes, the trees on each fide bruſhing 
gainſt the ſhrouds. As ſoon as they anchored 
this bay, the boats were ſent to one of the 
nds, where there were 20 canoes on the 
dre, the people lying near them quite naked, 
wing only a gold plate about their necks, 
mW icy expreſſed no ſigns of fear, but for three 
eells gave a gold plate that weighed ten du- 
as, and ſaid there was great plenty of that metal 
the Continent, at a ſmall diſtance from the 
ore. 1 by | | 
u The next day the boats were ſent on ſhore up- 
the Continent, and in their way met with 
o canoes full of people, who refuſing to barter 
ieir gold plates, two of the chief perſons a- 
longit them were taken, in order that the Ad- 
nal might obtain ſome intelligence from them 
means of the Cariari interpreters. The gold 
te worn by one of theſe men weighed 14 
i cats, and the other's 22, and theſe confirmed 
e bat the iſlanders ſaid of the gold, which 
as to be found at the diſtance of two days 
urney up in the country. In this bay they 
wk great numbers of fiſh, and on ſhore they 
und a large quantity of freſh proviſions, and alſo 
ret plenty of roots and fruit. The men are 
antea all over of ſeveral colours, as red, black, 
ad white, and had no other covering beſides a 
erw cotton cloth which hung round the waiſt. 
From this bay the Admiral failed into another 
tofyery near it, and on the 17th purſued his voy- 
ge twelve leagues farther to the river Guaiga z 
Men, ordering out the boats to go aſhore, the 
en were furiouſly aſſaulted by above too 1[n- 
2 dians, 


ey 
* 
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dians, who ran up to their middles in the fe 
brandiſhing their lances, blowing horns, an 
throwing ſea-water towards the Spantara;, 1 
whom they alſo ſpouted the juice of fome ſhrul 
they were chewing, with ſigns of deteſtation an 
defiance, The Spaniards, without either a 
proaching or retreating, endeavoured to appeal 
them, which at length they effected, and at l 
exchanged ſixteen gold plates, worth 160 d 
cats, for a few bells and other baubles. How 
ever, notwithſtanding this friendly intereourſ 
the next day the natives lay in ambuſh for th 
boats; but perceiving that no body would ver 
ture to land without knowing what diſpoſitic 
they were in, they ruſhed into the water, as be 
fore, and even threatened to throw their jan 
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lins, provided the boats that lay upon their c. The . 
did not return to their ſhips. The Spaniard tie eaſt 
at length, exaſperated at this inſolent behav] Feat er 
our, wounded one of them with an arrow ; an the Tad. 
at the ſame time the Admiral, firing one of hi plates n 
guns ſo terrified them, that they fled with pr and cor 
cipitation; when four men landing invited the: harbour 
by ſigns to return, on which laying down the 3 ( 
arms, they came back, and very peaceably et — 
changed their gold plates. ar cot 

The Admiral then proceeded on his voyagt r 
and caſting auchor in the mouth of a great rive noma 
the. people of the country were ſeen to aſſemble bag \ 
and ſoon after ſent two men in a canoe to ti * . 
ſhips, who having talked with the Cariari inte which ! 
preters, came aboard without any apprehenſion e 
and by the advice of thoſe Iudians gave the 0 barte 
gold plates to the Admiral, who in return pt pins, po 


ſented them with ſome trifles. This canoe Rf 
turnin! 
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turning, another appeared with three men, who 


thus eſtabliſhed, the Spaniards went aſhore, where 
bey found a great number of Indians with their 
King, who only differed from the reit in being 
covered with a large leaf of a tree, becauſe it 
then rained very hard. This prince, to ſet his 
WM fubjetts an example, exchanged his plate, and 
bid them barter for theirs ; which they inſtantly 
did, and the Spaniards received nineteen plates 
of pure gold. Here they ſaw an old wall, which 
ſeemed to be built with ſtone and lime; and this 
being the firſt part of the Iadies where Columbus 
had diſcovered figns of a ſolid and regular ſtruc- 
ture, he brought away a piece of 1t as a me- 
mortal, 


the eaſtward, held on his courſe to five towns of 
ol great trade, among which was Veragua, where 
nl te Lrdians ſaid the gold was gathered, and the 
Wl plates made, which they wore about their necks, 
and continuing his voyage, he zrrived at an 
ell harbour, to which he gave the name of Porto- 
e Bello, or Beautyful Port, from its being very 
ſppecious, and encompaſſed by a fine and popu- 
lous country. He entered this harbour on the 
ol cond of Nowember, paſſing between two ſmall 
lands, within which the ſhips lay cloſe to the 
more, where he was obliged by the rain and 
bad weather, to continue ſeven days during 
e »hich he was conſtantly viſited by the people 
om c noes, who came from the adjacent country 
be do barter fine ſpun cotton and proviſions for 
or pins, points, and other trifles. 
1 On 


behaved in the ſame manner; and amity being 


The Admiral now failing with a freſh gale to 
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On the gth he failed eight leagues to the eaſt: 
ward, but the next day was forced four leagues 
back by ſtreſs of weather, and putting in a- 
mong the iſlands near the Continent where the 
town of Nombre de Dios now ſtands, called the 
place Puerto de Baſtimentos, or the Port of Provi. 
ions; becauſe all thoſe ſmall iſlands were covered 
with corn. Here a boat well manned being ſent 
in purſuit of a canoe, the Indians were ſo (right. 
ed that they threw themſelves into the ſea, and 
ſwam away, notwithſtanding all the endeavours 
of the Spaniards to take ſome of them; for 
when a boat approached any of theſe Indians they 
dived like a duck, and came up at the diſtance of 
a bow ſhot. | 
Columbus ſtaid here refitting the ſhips till the 
23d of Nowember, when he continued his courſe 
eaſtward, trading with the Indians on the coal 
for proviſions, and ſuch pieces of gold as hung 
at their ears and noſes. On the 24th, he entered 
a ſmall port, which he named the Retreat, from 
its being able to contain no more than five or 
ſix ſhips, and its being only 15 or 20 paces wide 
at the mouth. On both ſides, the rocks ap- 
peared above water, but the channel between 
them was ſo deep as not to be fathomed, 
though it the ſhips inclined to either fide the 
men might leap on ſhore. The Admiral ws 
induced to enter this confined harbour, by tie 
miſrepreſentations of thoſe who were ſent t 
view it, whoſe avarice rendering them fond d 
dealing with the Indians, they were glad 
lying cloſe to the ſhore, in order to have! 
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The Indians at firſt came very familiarly to trade 
with the ſhips, *till being provoked by the inſo- 
lence and diffolute behaviour of the ſeamen, they 
began to have recourſe to arms, and ſo ne ſkir- 
miſhes paſſed between them. As their num- 
bers daily increaſed, their courage roſe 1n pro- 
portion, and they at length ſeemed reſolved to 
board the ſhips, when the Admiral having in 
vain attempted to appeaſe them by patience and 
acts of civility, found that he was obliged to 
alter his behaviour, in order to convince them 
of his importance, and therefore commanded 
ſome of his guns to be fired; but this noiſe, 
which they found unattended with any conſe- 
quences, gave them no apprehenſions, and there- 
fore they anſwered it with ſhouts, and beating 
the trees with ſtaves, and by threatening ſigns 
ſhewed that they did not fear the noiſe. Upon 
which Columbus ordered one of the guns to be 
loaded with ball, and fired at a company of cheſe 
Indians aſſembled upon a ſmall eminence, when 
the ball falling in the midſt of them made them 
ſenſible that he could make uſe of a thunder- 
bolt as well as of thunder; for they fled with 
the utmoſt conſternation, and for the future they 
durſt not appear even on the mountains. 

Theſ: were the belt ſhaped Indians of any 
they had yet ſeen ; they were tall and ſlender, 
without the prominent bellies frequent in theſe 
parts. The country afforded but few trees and 
little graſs, and in the harbour there were very 
large alligators, which went upon the ſhore to 
ſleep, whence they diffuſed ſo ſtrong a ſcent that 
it ſcemed as if all the muſk in the world was 
gathered together. If they found a man ſleep- 
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ing they would drag him to the water to devour 
him, but were fearful and timorous when at— 
tacked. | 
The ſhips had been nine days confined here 
by bad weather, when Columbus perceiving that 
violent winds from the Eaſt and North-Eaf 
continued to blow without ceaſing, and that it 
was impoſſible to trade any longer with the in- 
habitants of this coaſt, reſolved to return, in 
order to obtain ſatisfaction about what he had 
heard of the mines of Veragua, and therefore 
on the 5th of Decembor he ſailed back to Porn. 
Bello; but the next day, while he held on his 
courſe, the wind ſhifted to the Weſt ; however, 
not thinking this a ſettled gale, he bore up 2. 
gainſt it for ſome days, during which the wea- 
ther was ſo extremely ; boiſterous and unſettled, 
that the ſailors could ſcarce ſtand upon the deck; 


they had heavy and inceſſant rains, the air was 


filled with lightening, and the thunder roared in- 
ceſſantly. The men who. were conſtantly wet to 
the ſkin, and expoſed to all the violence of -ihe 
ſtorm, began to be terrified, and filled with 
deſpair, u on their finding that when 
the weather ſeemed a little to favour theit 
failing to Veragua, the wind veered about, and 
drove them towards Porto-Bello, and when 9 
were in hopes of entering that harbour, they 
were beat off again. In the midſt of this can- 
ger and diſtraction, they were near being, over 
whelmed by a water ſpout ; and, to complete 
their misfortunes, they loſt ſight of one of tit 
ſhips which they concluded was loſt, 'till they 
ſaw her again at the end of three dark aud 
diſmal days, in which ſhe had been obliged : 

ca 
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eaſt anchor, and had afterwards been driven to 
ſea with the loſs of her anchor and boat. 

The men were now not only quite ſpent with 
cold, hunger, and fatigue, but the ſhips almoſt 
ſhattered to pieces by the tempeſt, when they 
were relieved by a calm which laſted two days, 
during whieh they were ſurrounded by a prodi- 
gious number of ſharks, that would bite at the 
hook, though baited only with a red rag. Theſe 
had a dreadful appearance to the ſuperſtitious 
ſailors, who imagined that as the ravens are ſaid 
to ſmell out dead bodies at a great diſtance, ſo 
theſe ravenous fiſh were an omen of their de- 
ſtruction, and were ready to devour them as 
ſoon as the ſhips ſhould fall to pieces. Many 
of theſe fiſh were caught, and from the belly of 
one of them was ——_ an intire turtle, and 
from another the whole head of a ſhark, which 
the ſailors had caught and thrown into the ſea ; 
ſo that the individuals of this ſpecies: ſeem to 
prey upon each other. The ſailors, however, 


notwithſtanding their apprehenſions, and this 


fiſh being allowed to make a very indifferent 
meal, eat them with great eagerneſs; for they 
had been now eight months at ſea, and had 
conſumed all their proviſions except their biſ- 
cuit, part of which was ſo full of m:ggots, that 
many delayed eating it until it was dark, to 
ow ſeeing what they were obliged to ſwal- 
ow 

On the 17th of December the Admiral entered 
into a large harbour, where he permitted his 
men to repoſe themſelves for three days ; dur- 

a Þ which, going aſhore, they found that the 

abitants lived 2 huts built upon the tops of 
trees, 


il 

| 

' : 

1 
| 

l 


- — 


118 COLUM BU $*S Discovery 


trees, ſticks being laid from bough to bough; 
and the huts erected upon them: A cuſtom 
which muſt have ariſen from the fear of wild 
beaſts, or of land- floods. 

In the beginning of January 1503, they caſt 
anchor near a river, which the Admiral named 
Belem or Bethlem, from his arriving there on the 
feaſt of the Epiphany. To the weſtward of 
this river was that of Yeragua, the water of 
which was ſhallow ; however the boats went up 
it to the town, where they were informed that 
they ſhould find the gold mines of Yeragua ſo 
often mentioned. The Indians at firſt ſtood up- 
on their guard, in order to oppoſe the landing 
of the Spaniards; but an Indian interpreter go- 
ing aſhore, and repreſenting them in a favour- 
able light, the natives were pacified, and ex- 
changed with them twenty gold plates, ſome 
hollow pieces of the ſame metal like joints of 
reeds, and ſome grains of gold that had never 
been melted ; but to inhance their value they pre- 
tended they were gathered upon certain mountains 
at a great diſtance. | 

On the gth the Admiral's ſhip, attended by 
one of the others, ſailed up the river Belen, 
when the Indians ſoon came to barter with the 
Spaniards, bringing fiſh, which at ſome ſeaſons 
of the year come up theſe rivers in incredible 
numbers; they exchanged ſome gold for pins, 
beads, and hawks bells, and the next day the ſhip 
was joined by the two others which had ſtaid be- 
hind for want of water. 

On the third day after their arrival, Barths- 
lame u Columbus went up the river with the boats 


to a town belonging to a Cacique named _ 
| WhO 
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who hearing of the Lieutenant's deſign, came 
in his canoe to meet him, and having received 
each other in a friendly manner, diſcourſed by 
means of their ' interpreter for a long time to- 
gether. The next day the ſame Prince viſited 
the Admiral, made him ſome preſents, and after a 
converſation which laſted an hour, during which 
his people exchanged ſome gold for bells, retired 
well pleaſed with his recept.on. 

They had lived five days in this friendly man- 
ner, when the river ſuddenly { lled to ſuch a 
ſurpriſing height, and ruſhed down with ſuch 
impetuoſity, that the Admiral's ſhip parted her 
cable, and running foul of the ſhip Galzga, 
brought the foremaſt by the board, and both 
the veſſels were in danger of periſhing. This 
ſudden ſwell of the river was ſuppoſe to pro- 
ceed from a violent ſhower that had fallen 
upon the mountains of PYeragua, which the Ad- 
miral named Sr. Chri/opher s, from their tops 
reaching above the clouds. On the 6th of Fe- 
bruary, the ſhips being caulked and refitted, the 
Admiral ſent his brother with 68 men in boats 
to the river Veragua, the mouth of which was 
at a league's diſtance from that of Belm; when 
wing up, they arrived at the Cacique's town, 
where they ſtaid a whole day, enquiring the way 
to the mines. In conſequence of the intelligence 
they received, they, the next day; travelled four 
leagues and a half, and came to a river which 
02 account of its windings they paſſed forty - 
four times; the day following they arrived at the 
place to which they were directed, and in two 
hours time every man had gathered ſome gold 

| abour 
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about the roots of 'the trees, which were ve 
thick and of a prodigious height. This ſample 
was much valued, as none of thoſe who went 
had any tools to dig, or had before ever gathered 
any. As the ſole aim of this expedition was 
to obtain information relating to the mines, they 
returned well pleaſed to the ſhips, though, 2 
they afterwards learned, the place they called the 
mines from which they had picked 1t were not 
thoſe of Yeragua. which lay much nearer, but 
of Urira, a town belonging to a people at war 
with the Cacique 2uibi0; who had artfully di. 
rected the Spaniards to his enemies mines, in- 
ſtead of his own. 

On the 14th of February the Admiral's bro- 
ther went into the country with forty men, fol- 
lowed by a boat with 14, and marched to the 
river of Urira, ſeven leagues weſt of Belen. 
'The next day he was met by the Cacique, at- 
tended by 20 men, who made them a preſent 
of proviſions and ſome gold plates, During 
this intercourſe the Indians chewed a dry herb, 
and ſometimes added to it a ſort of powder. 
Having reſted a while in this place, the Spa- 
niards and Indians went together to the town, 
whence abundance of people came out to meet 
them, and a houſe being provided for their lodg 
ing, they were hoſpitably entertained, Soon after 
came the Cacique of a neighbouring town na- 
med Durira, attended by a great number of I. 
dians, who brought ſome gold plates to barter, 
and told the Lieutenant that up in the country 


there were Caciques who had great qumney 
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of gold, and that there were many men armed 
like the Spaniards. 

The next day Don Barthelomeww marched with 
zo men towards Zobabra, after his having order- 
el the reſt to return by land to the ſhips. He 
here ſaw the ground for about fix leagues cover- 
ed with maize, and cultivated like the corn 
felds of Europe. At Zobabra he was kindly en- 
tertained by the natives, as he was alſo at an- 
other town called Cateba, at both wi ich places 
te purchaſed ſome gold plates; but having now 
advanced a confiderable way from the ſhips, 
without diſcovering any harbour along the coaſt 
or river, larger thin that of Belem, where he 
night conveniently ſettle a colony, he returned 
with a good quantity of don to the place from 
which he had taken his departure, and where it 
was now agreed to make a {ſettlement under his 
command, 

Proper diſpoſitions being made, the ſailors 
degan to build, about a cannon ſhot from the 
mouth of the river Belem, houſes of timber, which 
they covered with the palm-tree leaves that 
grew along the ſhore, and a large building was 
uſo erected to ſerve as a ſtorehouſe and maga- 
zine, in which ſeveral pieces of cannon, with 

wder, proviſions, and other neceſſaries, were 
odped for the ſupport of the planters ; while 
a quantity of wine, oil, vinegar, cheeſe and 
brain was depoſited on board the ihip Galega, 
rhich was to be left with the Lieutenant, with 
cordage, nets, hooks and other fiſhing tackle for 
the uſe of the colony. Indeed theſe could not 
fal of being of ſignal ſervice in a country that 

O abgunds 
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abounds with ſuch quantities of fiſh, which ar 
caught by the natives with hooks made of tor. 
toiſeſhell. 

The houſes being erected, and proper regula. 
tions made for the preſervation of the new colony, 
the Admiral reſolved to return to Hain; but his 
voyage was effectually prevented by want 0 
water to carry the ſhips out of the river, and by 
a terrible ſurf that beat upon the ſhore and threat. 
ned immediate deſtruction to any veſlel that 
ſhould approach it: To render theſe circum- 
ſtances the more unfortunate, the rains, which 
alone could ſwell the river, were paſt ; the bot- 
toms of the ſhips were ſo worm-eaten that they 
reſembled honey-combs, and to complete their 
vexation, one of their interpreters reported that 
Quibio intended to ſet fire to the houſes of the 
Spaniards, who, contrary to his inclination, and 
to that of his people, had made a ſettlement in hi 
dominions. BS | 

Upon this occaſion the Admiral concerted 
meaſures with his brother for ſeizing the Cacique 
with his principal men, in order to carry them 
to Spain, as hoſtages for the good behaviour 0 
his ſubjects: An expedient, which, however po- 
litic, was not at all agreeable to the humanity 
of Chriſtopher Columbus on other occafions, and 
equally inconſiſtent with all the laws of nature 
and nations. However, on the zoth of Marc, 
the Lieutenant attended by above 70 men pro 


ceeded w Veragua, which conſiſted of ſtraggling 
houſes, and, at a ſmall diſtance from that place, 


was deſired by a meſſenger from the Cacique 


not to come up to his houſe, which ſtood up! 
| 2 
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2 hill; but, notwithſtanding this requeſt, the 
Lieutenant reſolved to proceed with only five 
r. men, ordering the reſt to follow two by two at 

ſome diſtance, and when they ſhould hear a 
2. I muſket fired, to beſet the houſes, and let no 
body eſcape. On his approaching Quibio' reſi- 
us dence, he was met by another meſſenger, who 
of entreated him not to enter the houſe, and told 
by him that the Cacique himſelf would come out, 
at-W though he was wounded by an arrow. Quibio, 
ut on his coming to the door agreeably to his pro- 
m. miſe, was immediately ſeized by the Lieutenant, 
cn and the muſket being fired, the houſe was ſoon 
ot-WF furrounded by the reſt of the Spaniards, and 
ey about zo perſons made priſoners, without the 
elrWleaſt oppoſition, among whom were the wives 
nat and children of the Cacique, with ſome of his 
ne principal ſubjects, who offered to ranſom them- 
nds ſelves with a large quantity of gold that was 
lu concealed in an adjoining wood. But the Lieu- 
tenant, diſregarding the offers, ordered them 
all to be bound and carried on board; before the 
country ſhould take the alarm; intending him- 
ſelf to ſtay with the greateſt part of the men, to 
ſecure ſome of Quibio's kindred and ſubjects, 
whom he had not been able to take; he 
therefore delivered the priſoners to Juan Sanchez 
de Cadiz, an able Pilot, who with great confi- 
dence and alacrity undertook to carry them on 
board to the Admiral. The Pilot embarked with 
them in the boat, when Quibio complaining that 
his hands were too hard bound, Sanchez, moved 
by compaſſion, looſed them, but kept the rope 
with which he was tyed in his own hand. The 
Cacique now. finding his hands at liberty took 
O 2 an 
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an opportunity while the Pilot was looking an- 
other way to plunge into the river, which he 
did with ſuch violence, that Sanchex quitted the 
rope in order to ſave himſelf; and as it began to 
grow dark, and the boat was inſtantly filled 
with contuſion, it was 1mpoſlible to hear or ſee 
how he got on ſhore. 

The | Foray erceiving that it would be 
impoſſi” le to over A the fugitive Indians, the 
next day returned with the men to the ſhips, 
and preſented the plunder of Quibio's houſe, 
which was worth 3oo ducats in gold plates, to 
his brother, who, after deducting the fifth part 
for their Catholic Majeſties, divided the remain- 
der among thoſe who were employed in this ex- 
pedition. 

Soon after this the rain fell, and the floods 
coming down, opened the mouth of the river, 
upon which the Admiral failed out with three 
ſhips, leaving one for the ſervice of his brother. 
He however came to an anchor at a league's dil- 
tance, in oxder to wait for fair weather, and in the 
mean time ſent back the boat for water. 

Quibio ſeeing that the three ſhips were gone, 
and being grieved and provoked at the loſs 0 
his wives and children, and alſo exaſperated à 
the violence offered to himſelf, reſolved openly 
to attack the ſettlement. The woods by which 
it was ſurrounded facilitated this enterprize, 
and enabled the Indians unperceived to reach a 
ſpot within ten paces of the houſes, from whence 
they ruſhed upon the Chriſtians with dreadful 
ſhouts, throwing their javelins, not only at thoſe 
who appeared, but alſo through the flender 
roofs, ſo that four or five were dangerouſly 
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wounded. before the Spaniards were able to put 
themſelves in a poſture of defence, Don Bar- 
tholomeww however being a man of great courage 
and reſolution ſallied out upon the enemy with 
ſeven or eight of his men, and notwithſtanding 

the Indians ſeveral times rallied, drove them into 
de the wood; but though the Indians would not 
enzage hand to hand, after they had felt the edge 
8 of the European ſwords, and the teeth of a dog, 
„by which they were furiouſly attacked, they con- 
tinued to throw their javelins at a diſtance till 


NY they were driven from their covert, and obliged 
o g, after they had killed one Spaniard, and 
"WH wounded ſeven others, amongſt whom was the 
F Lieutenant. 

Captain James Triſtan, whom the Admiral 
— had ſent aſhore with the boat, and who appear- 


ed juſt as the Indians were obliged to retire into 
16 the wood, ſtood an idle ſpectator during the en- 
7 3 without ſuffering any of his men to 
and; and, the battle being over, rowed a full 
league up the river to take in freſh water, at a 
place quite covered with wood; when the Ja- 
dians ſallying from the grove in their canoes, at- 
tacked him with a ſhower of javelins, and though 
the Captain ſuſtained their onſet with great gal- 
lantry, both he and the whole boat's crew were 
toon flain, one perſon only happening to fall 
over-board in the midſt of the fray, dived to the 
bottom, reached the ſhore, and paſſed through 
the wood to the colony, where he gave an account 

of the diſaſter, 
The colony was fo terrified at this news, that 
they would immediately have abandoned the ſet- 
O 3 tlement, 
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tlement, and joined the Admiral in the ſhip he 
had left them, had they not been prevented by 
the lowneſs of the water at the mouth of the 
river, which was not ſufficient to float their 
veſſel, and the ſea beat with ſuch violence over 
the bar, that no boat could be ſent to the Ad- 
miral with advice of their diſtreſs. He himſelf 
rode in a very dangerous open road without his 
long boat, and was ignorant of the unhappy fate 
of the Captain and his crew, *till he had the 
mortification to ſee their bodies driving down 
the river, covered with wounds and preyed up- 
on by a number of carrion crows. 'This melan- 
choly ſpectacle fpread great deſpondence among 
his people, who concluded that the whole colony 
had periſhed. Mean while the Indians, elated 
at the advantage they had gained, returned to 
the attack of the ſettlement, which they carried 
on day and night without intermiſſion, ſo that 
every faniard mult have fallen a ſacrifice to 
their reſentment, had they not removed to an 
open ſtrand, where they formed a barricado of 
caſks and other lumber, and planted their can- 
non in ſuch a manner as to make great havock 
amongſt the enemy, who became terrified at 
thoſe dreadful inſtruments of ſlaughter. 

The Admiral waited ten days for fair weather, 
in order to ſend the only boat that now re- 
mained for intelligence, and to add to theſe vex- 
ations ſeveral of the [:dian priſoners who were 
confined in hold barſt open the hatches in 
the night, lept into the ſea and ſwam aſhors, 
and thoſe that remained, being diſappointed in 
their hopes of eſcaping in the ſame mann), 
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he hanged themſelves, by which means they had 
by no hoſtages, by whom they might make a peace 
the with 227670, 

geit As the weather ſtill continued boiſterous, and 


the Spaniards on board grew extremely 1mpa- 
Ad- tient to learn the fate of their companions, one 
ſelf of the ſailors offered to ſwim aſhore, provided 
hi he might be carried in the boat to the place 
ate I where the ſurf began to run high. This pro- 
the W poſal, which was gladly embraced by the Ad- 
wal miral, was ſoon put in execution, and the 
up- ſailor having obtained ſufficient intelligence 
an- from the colony, ſwam off again, and gave a 
igt circumſtantial account of all that had happened, 
ny WW and of the particulars of the diviſions and diſſen- 
ted tions which had now ariſen amongſt the men, who 
o paid no regard to Don Barthelomew's authority, 
iel WF and were unanimous in nothing but their reſo- 
hat I lution to leave the place. They deſired to be 
to immediately taken on board, and reſolved, if 
an that was refuſed them, to put to ſea in their 
of own rotten veſſels, ſince they had rather truſt to 
an- tie mercy of the waves, than continue expoſed 
ck o the reſentment of the ſavages. Upon this Co- 
at lumbus agreed to ſend for them, and the weather 
becoming favourable, they left the country, tak- 
er, W ing with them all their goods and effects in 
re-W the boat and ſome cances, which they laſhed to- 
ex-WF gether, leaving nothing behind them, but the 
ere WF hulk of the ſhip, which was unfit for ſervice. 
n The company being thus to their mutual joy, 
re, re- aſſembled, the Admiral failed to the ealt- 
n ward as far as Perto-Bello, where he was obliged 
et, to leave one of his ſhips, which was ſo leaky 
gel and worm caten that ſhe could not proceed, 


and 
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and continued his courſe 'till the 1oth of May, 
when he obſerved two ſmall iflands, which he 
named Tortugas, from the great number of turtle 
found there. Then continuing his courſe 30 
leagues to the northward, he arrived at the 
iſlands called Jardin de la Reyna, or the Queen's 
Gardens, ten leagues to the ſouth of Cuba, by 
which time the ſhips were ſo leaky, that the 
men were harraſſed by working at the pumps, 
though, as they had ſcarcely any proviſions left, 
they were but little able to ſupport ſuch fatigue, 
In this unhappy ſituation they were overtaken by 
a dreadful ſtorm, in which the ſhip Bermuda ran 
foul of the Admiral, and both were in the greatel 
danger of being foundered, and the ſame. night 
they narrowly eſcaped being wrecked upon ſome 
ſharp rocks. 

The wind being at length abated, the Admi- 
ral ſailed to an Indian town on the coaſt of Cuba, 
where having purchaſed ſome refreſhments, 
he ſtood over to Jamaica, pumping and baling 
all the way, notwithſtanding which the water 
roſe up almoſt to the deck. In this fituation he 
put into an harbour called Puerte Rueno, but 
finding no freſh water there, ſteered to the call 
ward into another called Santa Gloria, where 
finding it imp oſſible to keep the ſhips afloat, he 
ran them aſhore, along ſide of cach other, 
cauſing them to be propped up on each {ide to 
keep x Wha upright, and ſheds to be made on the 
pump and forecaſtle to ſecure the ſailors from the 
inclemencies of the weather and the attempts 0i 
the Indians. 

He here made it his ſtudy to oblige tit 


natives, who reſorted in great numbers to the 
ſhips 
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ſhips with what they had to barter, and ap- 
„pointed two perſons to ſuperintend the market, 
7 and prevent frauds or abuſes, as well as to divide 

hat was purchaſed equally among the ſailors. 
This regulation was both agreeable to his own 


10 men and to the Indians, who exchanged two 
15 ſmall animals like rabbits for a bit of tin, and 


yo of their cakes of bread for two green or yellou- 
I beads, and things of greater value for a hawk's 

bell: and ſometimes a Cacique or other confi- 

* derable perſon had a preſent of a pair of ſciſſars, 
or a ſmall looking-glaſs. 

* The Admiral having conſulted with the officers 
on the beſt means of leaving that iſland, it was 


An 
en agreed to ſend an account of their ſituation to 
Nicholas de Obando, Governor of Hiſpaniola, and 
4 1 Alonzo Sanchez de Carvafal, the Admiral's 


factor there, to deſire that a ſhip might be 
freighted, and ſent to their relief at the Admiral's 
„ expence. Two canoes were choſen for this 

dangerous expedition, in one of which James 
Mendes de Segura, the Admiral's chief ſecretary 
embarked, with ſix Spaniards and ten Indians to 
ne dow it, and Bartholomeav Figſco, a Genoeſe gentle- 
man, went with the ſame number of hands on 
board the other, with orders to return imme— 
diately with the news of their ſafe arrival. They 
then rowed to the eaſtermoſt point of Jamaica, 
under the conduct of the Admiral's brother, 
who took care to ſupply them with every thing 
neceſſary for the voyage, which was a very 
extraordinary one to be performed by canoes, 
ſince the diſtance between the two iſlands amount- 
ed to 30 leagues, without any jntervening land, 
except a ſmall rock or iſland about eight e 
from 
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from the coaſt of Hiſpaniola. Don Bartholomey 
made them wait for a calm, and then ordering 
them to proſecute their voyage, ſtaid ' till they 
were out of fight. 

They launched out at night, the Indians whe 
rowed fometimes leaping into the water to cool 
themſelves, and then returning to the oar again, 
The ſecond day after their departure they all 
began to be much tired ; but the two chiefs en- 
couraged the men, adviſing them to eat in ot 
der to recover their ſtrength. The Indians, be- 
ing heated by the ſun and by labouring at the 
oar, ſoon emptied their calibaſhes of water, and 
the heat increaſing, their thirſt increaſed with 
in, ſo that by noon they had no ſtrength left. 
They were then relieved by the Commanders 
frequently giving them ſomething to drink out 
of their rundlets, which ſupported them ' till the 
cool of the evening. They were ſoon greatly 
diſtreſſed with the apprehenſion that they had 
loſt their way, and had miſſed a little iſland 
eight leagues from Hiſpaniola, where they ex- 
pected to refreſh themſelves ; and that afternoon 
they threw an Indian over-board, who died with 
thirſt ; others lay ſtretched out, and quite dil- 
abled while the reſt expected death, and held 
ſalt-water in their mouths to cool them; but 
could receive no comfort from it. 

They proceeded the ſecond night without ſee- 
ing the iſland, 'till the moon riſing it was hap- 
pily diſcovered, when they all joined in encou- 
raging the Indians, ſhewed them the land, and 
gave them ſmall ſips of water, which ſo re- 
vived their ſpirits, that by break of day they 
arrived at the iſland. They however found it 
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rin» be a ſolid rock about half a league in com- 
theyWhaſs, without a fingle tree or ſpring of water; 
yet going about from one cliff to another, they 
ollected in the hollows more than was neceſſary 
to quench their thirits ; for being ſcorched with 
trought, they drank fo much that ſome of the 
poor Indians died upon the ſpot, and others fell 
ick. There they ſtaid *till the afternoon, and 
having reſted and refreſhed themſelves with the 
hell-hſh they picked up along the ſhore, went 
on board in the evening, and fteered to the 
nezreft land of Hiſpaniola, where they arrived 
early in the morning. Fieſco, having reſted two 
days, was defirous of returning to the Admiral 
according to his promiſe, but was obliged to 
deſiſt, becauſe neither the ſailors nor Inaiant 
would accompany him 1n the voyage. Mendes, 
though he laboured under a quartan ague, oc- 
caſioned by his ſufferings at ſea, immediately ſet 
out for Xaragua, where he informed the Gover- 
nor of the Admiral's ſituation, and, after much 
importunity, obtained leave to purchaſe a ſhip at 
do, Domingo, 

To return to the iſland of Jamaica Soon 
after the departure of the canoes, the men who 
were left behind began to grow ſickly, in con- 
ſequence of a change of proviſions, and the 
e- fatigue they had ſuffered, whence a ſpirit of 
p- <ilcontent diffuſed itſelf among them. They 
u- WJ now privately murmured and caballed againſt 
d the Admiral, whom they accuſed of being the 
e- cauſe of all their misfortunes. The chief pro- 
y Wl Noters of theſe diſcontents were two brothers 
it WM hoſe names were Porras, one of whom ow 
een 
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been captain of the ſhip Bermuda, and the o. 
ther purſer of the fleet. And theſe having 
gained over 48 of the men, reſolved to declare 
their intentions. Accordingly on the 2d of J. 
nuary, 1504, Captain Francis de Porras, whom 
they had choſen for their leader, went upon the 
quarter-deck, and addreſſing himſelf to the Ad. 
miral, aſked, I hat is the reaſon, my Lord, that 
you will not return to Spain, but keep us here 1 
periſh * From this inſolent queſtion Columbu 
readily ſuſpected that a mutiny was formed, and 
very calmly replied, that he did not fee how it 
was poſſible for them to return to Spain, ill 
they were aſſiſted by a veſſel from Hi/paniola, 
and that they well knew, he had already, by 
their unanimous advice, ſent for a ſhip, and 
if they had any better method to offer, they 
might propoſe it. Francis de Porras replied, 
that there was no need of much adviſing, and 
that he might embark immediately or ſtay be- 
hind, and then turning his back, added, I 
*will go to Spain with all that will follow me, 
and being immediately ſeconded by all the mu- 
tineers, after cauſing much confuſion on board 
the ſhip, ſeized ten canoes which the Admiral 
had bought of the Indians, and being joined 
by many who were ſick, went to the eaſtem 
point of Jamaica, whence Mendes and Fie/co had 
departed for Hiſpaniola. In their way they com- 
mitted all manner of outrages upon the poot 
Indians, whom they adviſed to apply for redrels 
to the Admiral, and to put him to death if he 
refuſed to give them ſatisfaction, adding that 
his deſign in ftaving was to involve them r 

ſuc 


fach muſe 
Inhabitat 
Havin 
als ove! 
ney had 
o ſerve 
eagues a 
ontrary 
iſe, they 
rere he: 
wer boa 
heir ar! 
owed. 
ere we: 
over th 
at off 
bor ere 
caped, 
eir ow 
famaica 
On 
king 
urrents 
ould h 
Ir retu! 
al, or 
Is poſſi 
f voice 
en m 
/panit 
2:ting 
ear th; 
or na 
orts 


OF AMERICA. 133 


ſach miſeries as he had already entailed upon the 
Inhabitants of the other iſlands. 

Having reached the point, they attempted to 
aſs over to Hiſpaniola with ſome Indians whom 
hey had compelled to go on board every canoe 
o ſerve as rowers; but they had not got four 
eagues from land, when the wind which was 
ontrary beginning to freſhen, and the ſea to 
iſe, they thoaght fit to lighten the canoes, which 
rere heavy laden, by throwing what they had 
wer board, except ſome proviſions, water, and 
heir arms, and at laſt the poor Indians who 
owed, "Theſe unhappy people ſwam 'till they 
xere weary, and then hung by their canoes to re- 
over themſelves, when the barbarous rufhans 
nd Net off their hands, and thus eighteen of theſe 
er creatures periſhed, and none would have 
d, icaped, had not theſe inhuman monſters for 
ig {cir own fakes kept a few to row them back to 

[amaica. * 

Jon their returning aſhore, ſome were for 
„ ing the advantage of the eaſterly wind and 
u. Nrrrents for paſſing over to Cuba, whence they 
id ould have a ſhort cut to Hi/paniola ; others were 
ra} r returning and making peace with the Admi- 
ed or depriving him by force of all he had in 
m - Poſſeflion. But it was agreed by a majority 
6” voices, that they ſhould wart for a calm, and 
m. en make another attempt to paſs directly to 
or baniola. They ftaid a month or fix weeks 


of ing for this opportunity at an Judiar town 
he err that cape, during which they plundered the 
nat er natives; but having made two unſucceſsful 
in Ports to perform the voyage, quitted their ca- 
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noes, and rambled from place to place, ſome. 
times bartering with the people for proviſions, 
and ſometimes t:king them by force. 

Chriſtopher Columbus exerted all his addreſs to 
remove the bad impreſſions made by the mutineers 
on the minds of the [zdians, by which means he 
engaged them to ſupply him with proviſions, and 
at the ſame time employed his humanity in the 
relief of the fick, all of whom recovered : but 
his being conſtantly ſupplied with proviſions, pro- 
ducing a ſcarcity amongſt the Indians, who ſowed 
little more than was juſt neceſſary for their ſub- 
ſiſtence, they began to grow remiſs in their at- 
tendance, and he being no longer plentifully ſup- 
plied, more of his men revolted, and the natives 
who were already ſtocked with the commodities 
brought by the Spaniards, no longer con ſidered 
Columbus as in a ſituation that commanded re- 
ſpect or obedience. 

In this dilemma the Admiral fell upon 2 
very extraordinary expedient for retrieving hu 
character and affairs with theſe ſavages, As he 
knew that there would be an eclipſe of the 
moon within three days, he ſent an Indian df 
Hiſpaniola, who was on board and ſpoke Spaniſh, 
to aſſemble the Cacique and principal men f 
that diſtrict, in order to confer with them on at 
affair in which they were nearly concerned, and 
they obeying the ſummons the day before the 
eclipſe, he told them by his interpreter, that 
he and his people were Chriſtians and believed 
in God, who created Heaven and Earth, . 
warded the righteous and puniſhed the wicke, 
and therefore would not ſuffer the rebelhow 
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Spaniards to paſs over to Hiſpaniela, ng he | 1 


had conducted Mendes and Fieſco to that iſland: 
that the ſame Almighty Being was diſpleaſed at 
the Indians for neglecting to ſupply his diſtreſſed 
ſervants with proviſions in exchange for their 
commodities, and was therefore determined to 
puniſh them with peſtilence and famine, as a 
proof of which God would give a token of 
his anger in the ſky, and that very night they 
ſhould ſee the moon riſing with a bloody aſpect 
to point out the puniſhment God would inflict 
upon them. 

This prediction had different effects upon the 
Indians, ſome of whom went away in a fright, 
while others laughed at it as an idle ſtory ; but 
on their perceiving the moon actually eclipſed, 
and darkneſs increaſing as ſhe roſe, they were 
univerſally filled with conſternation, and ranning 
from all quarters loaded with proviſions, intreated 
the Admiral to intercede with God, and prevail 
on him to be no longer angry with them, and 
that for the future they would take care to ſupply 
all his wants, | 

The Admiral replied, that he would offer up 
his prayers for them, and then ſhutting himſelf 
up, *till the eclipſe was at the height and ready 
to decreaſe, told them that he had been offering 
up his petitions to Heaven for their preſervation 
and that God had been ſo pood as to forgive 
them, on their promiſe of being kind and hoſ- 
pitable to the Chriſtians, and as a teſtimony of his 
torgiveneſs, they ſhould ſee the moon by degrees 
reſume her former ſplendor. In ſhort the Indian, 
perceiving the eclipſe diſappear, praiſed the * 
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of the Chriſtians, returned the Admiral man 
thanks, and continued to ſupply him plentiful 
with proviſions ; for though ſome of them had 
formerly ſeen ſuch eclipſes, they all thought it 
impoſſible to foretel them, without an 1mmediat 
2 correſpondence with the Deity, and therefor 
| conſidered Columbas as in a peculiar manner the 
4 favourite of Heaven. | ſigns ; 
1 Eight months having elapſed, ſince the dep vas, 

ture of Mendes and Fiz/co, without the Admiral sWapprel 
obtaining the leaſt intelligence of them, the pes return 
Mo ſuppoſing they had either periſhed at ſea, of and he 


told t 
away 
was n 
away 
in br. 
ſuch | 


jimmee 


een killed by the Indians of Hiſpaniala in thei ävheth 
way to Sr. Domingo, began to be extremely derer, 
jected, and their fears were confirmed by a cam intelli 
which they found overſet and driven by the c *7:/co 
rent upon the coaſt. Theſe apprehenſions din cor 
increaſing, at length produced a fecond de {pe 
ſpiracy, headed by one Bernard, an apothecaryd Th 
Valencia, and two of his companions, who, uWnutin 
imitation of the other mutineers, formed a ſchen and b 
for deſerting the Admiral; but its execution by for 
prevented by the arrival of a veſſel ſent by the ac 
governor of Hiſpaniola. The Captain, whoW'*turn 
name was James de Eſcobar, having come to no no 
anchor near the wrecks, came in his boat to but F 
liver a letter with compliments from the gowWot ar. 
nor, and preſented the Admiral with a caſkiWnd 3 
wine and two flitches of bacon, and theſe bei Admi 
delivered, Eſcobar weighed anchor and ail the 
back the ſame cvening. ip t 
Columbus was greatly mortified at his abryMWailign 
departure; but however made uſe of this eveuW'<nier 
zo put an end to this ſecond conſpiracy ; for eloath 
(8 pollef] 
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told the men, that as he had reſolved not to go 
away without them, and as that little caraval 
was not ſufficient to _ them all, E/cobar went 
way fo ſuddenly that he might loſe no time 
in bringing them relief. This declaration had 
ſuch an effect on the conſpirators, that they 
immediately laid aſide all thoughts of their de- 
ſons ; but the true reaſon of the ſhip's arrival 
was, that Lares, governor of Hiſpaniola, was 
ral apprehenſive that the Admiral would, upon his 


peo-M return to Sain, be re- inſtated in his government, 
i, and had ſent E/cobar to obſerve his ſituation, and 
hein whether he might not eaſ:ly be deſtroyed. How- 
y el ever, from this caravel Columbus received certain 
ave intelligence of the ſafe arrival of Mendes and 


0: Fieſco at Hifpaniola, and did not doubt but that 
in conſequence of their remonſtrances, he ſuould 
de ſpeedily relieved. 


rn The Admiral being deſirous of reducing the 
o, mutineers who had behaved in ſo ſcandalous 
hen and baſe a manner, rather by fair means than 
1 by force, ſent two perſons to acquaint them with 
yu the advice he had received, to defire them to 
yh return, and to let them know, that, in that caſe, 
to N no notice ſhould be taken of what had happened: 
0 of but Francis de Porras, dreading the conſequences 
ore ot a re-union, met theſe meſſengers at a diſtance, 
ak end anſwered, that they would not truſt the 
in Admiral; but auld behave themſelves peaceably 
Min the iſland if he would promiſe to procure a 


ſhip to carry them off. Or if he had but one, 
align one half of it to them for their own con- 
venience, and give them an half ſhare of the 
cloaths and commodities that were ſtill in his 
poſſeſſion, ſince they had loſt all their own effects, 
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.their deſign, ſent his brother with 5o men wel 


otherwiſe they would come and take the whol Th 
by farce of arms. As for the caravel from Hi the A 
paniola, they aſſerted that it was only a deluſion begge 
which the Admiral, who was a great magician faithf 
had raiſed by enchantment. {wore 

The mutineers actually reſolved to put theiſ grants 
threats in execution, and marched. to an India again 
village within a quarter of a league of u anime 
wrecks, when the Admiral being informed ei foner, 
mand 
the b 
the cc 


ſuppl: 


armed to expoltulate with them and perſuade 
them to return to their duty; but to refrain from 
all acts of hoſtility *till they ſhould be firſt at. 


tacxed, Don Bartholomew poſted himſelf on In 
riſing ground within bow-ſhot of the mutineer;W the 2 
and then ſent the two meſſengers the Admiral] arrive 


had employed before to offer terms of peace; ¶ carav' 
but the mutineers treating this condeſcenſion i comp 
the effect of fear, they fell upon his men wii Hiſpa 
great confidence of victory: fix of the boldeſtii trary, 


having ſolemnly ſworn to fight their way to the not r 
Lieutenant, whuſe death they imagined would The | 
diſconcert his followers, However they were him, 
diſappointed, for at the very firſt charge five of him 1 
them were ſlain, Francis de Porras boldly fin-M reſpe: 
gled out the Lieutenant, and at one blow clove % P. 


his target down to kis hand, which he wounded:W puniſ 
but not being able ſuddenly to recover his ſword in hi: 
was made priſoner, after his having received Co 
ſeveral wounds. The Lieutenant then ruſhet ner i 
upon the enemy, and being ſeconded by hi} moth 
men, obliged them to fly with precipitation, MW conce 
and having obtained a compleat victory, re. ture, 
turned to the wreck with a good number of pri-M boirc 
ſoners. with 
The 
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0 F 


The next day 


the Admiral, in which they confeſſed their fault, 


begged pardon, and promiſed to ſerve him 
faithfully for the future; and this they ſolemnly 
ſwore to perform. The Admiral inſtantly 
granted them a free pardon, and took them 
again into his protection; but to prevent future 
animoſities, kept Francis de Perras a cloſe pri- 
ſoner, and appointed a proper perſon to com- 
mand and lead them about the iſland, in order 
the better to procure ſubſiſtence in exchange for 
the commodities with which he cauſed them to be 
ſupplied. 

In this poſture were affairs in Jamaica, where 
the Admiral had been a full year, when a ſhip 
arrived freighted by James Mendes, attended by a 
caravel, and Columbus embarking with his whole 
company on the 28th of June, 1504, ſet ſail for 
Hiſpaniola, but the wind and current being con- 
trary, they had a troubleſome voyage, and did 
not reach Sr. Domingo till the 13th of August. 
The governor with all the eity went out to meet 
him, paying him many compliments, and lodged 
him in his own houſe, but this outward ſhew of 
reſpect was meer affectation, for he cauſed Francis 
de Pcrras to be ſet at liberty, and threatened to 
puniſh thoſe who had adhered to the Admiral 
in his greateſt dangers. 

Columbus being ſenſible of the deceitful man- 
ner in which he was treated, and of the true 
motives of the Governor's behaviour, choſe to 
conceal his reſentment, prepared for his depar- 
ture, and on the 12th of September mocked. on 
board a ſhip provided by his agents, and alſo took 
with him the veſſel that had brought him and his 

people 
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people from Jamaica; but they were no ſooner 
but of port than the main maſt of the leſſer vel. 
ſel came by the board. Upon which he ordered 
her back to St. Domingo, and continued his voy. 
age in the other. He had not however been 
long at fea before he met with a violent tempeſt, 
wherein all on board expected every moment to 
periſh, and in which they loſt their main maſt; 
but making a jury maſt of the yard, they conti- 
nued their voyage, and after being expoſed to 
another ſtorm, that carried away their fore maſt, 
arrived at the port of &? Lucar. 

Columbus upon his landing was greatly afflicted 
at the news of the death of his beſt friend and 
only patroneſs, Qucen Jabella; for though King 
Ferdinand always treated him with ſome degree 
of reſpect, he well knew, that he was far from 
having any real kindneſs for him, or ever any 
inclination to do him juſtice, That Prince 
thought the advantages he had ſtipulated for 
himielf were too confiderable, and therefore, in- 
ſtead of fulfiling his engagement, offered him 
a large eſtate in Hain in exchange for what was 
his due in the Yef-Indies. Columbus, who was 
confined to his bed, was extremely diſpleaſed at 
this treatment: but while he was endeavouring 
to obtain his juſt demands, his ſolicitations were 
interrupted by King Ferdinand”s taking a jour- 
ney from Yalladclid to Laredo to wait for his 
ſon-in-law King Philip, and Queen Jobannab his 
daughter, and before Ferdinand's return, Colun- 
bus's illneſs increaſing, he died on the 2oth 0 
May, 1506, aged ſixty- four. His body was con- 
veyed to the monaſtery of the Carthuſians a 
Seville, where ſome authors ſay that he was mag- 

nificent! 
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rificently interred in the cathedral of that city, 


and a monument erected to his memory, on 
which 15 the following inſcription, 


A CasTiL1a, Ya Leon, 

Nuevo Munpo Dro Corox. 
In English. 

To Caſtile and Leon, 

Columbus gave a New World. 


Others aſſert that his body was carried from 
the above monaſtery to the city of Sz. Domingo 
in Hiſpaniola, and that he lies interred in the 
chancel of the cathedral, which may probably 
be true, notwithſtanding the above monument 
erected to his. honour at Seville. 

Thus died this truly great man, who was the 
ſon of a woolcomber, of Congureto, 'a village in 
the territory of Genoa: by his abilities he 
only raiſed himſelf and his family to nobi- 
lity, but rendered himſelf by his diſcoveries the 
greateſt man of the age in which he lived. He 
was however in many reſpects treated with in- 
gratitude both by the King and thoſe who 
were under his own command, and it is no 
linall blemiſh to King Ferdinands character, 
that he did not. do juſtice to his merit, but al- 
ways meanly endeavoured to falſify his engage- 
ments with him. To Columbus juſtly belonged 
the honour of giving a name to the new World, 
which from him ought to have been called Co- 
lunba, while the name of America was beſtow- 
e on what he diſcovered from that of Americus 
Fe/putins, who had no juſt title to that honour. 
Columbus by diſcovering a new World, opened 

new 
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- new ſources of commerce; he ſettled Hiſpaniola 


took a view of Cuba; viſited and reſided for 

conſiderable time in Jamaica; beſtowed the nam 
of St. John on the iſland of Porto Rico; and di 

covered almoſt all that could be properly calle 
the Meſt-Indiet. He indeed but barely ſaw t 

Continent, but then he ſaw both parts of it, ani 
the iſthmus that unites them: and left. behind 
him ſchemes for extending theſe diſcoveries, anc 
conjectures on the conſequences that might a: 
tend them. | 


We ſhall conclude this account, with-a deſcrip 


tion of his perſon, and the character given 0 


him. by a Spaniſb hiſtorian juſtly eſteemed for hi 
fidelity. Columbus was tall of ſtature, had 
« a long viſage and a majeſtic aſpect, an aqua 
« live noſe, prey eyes, and a clear and rudd 
% complexion, When young his hair and bear 
were fair; but the many hardſhips he ſuffer 
ed ſoon turned them grey. He was a ma 
of wit and pleaſan try, was eloquent in dif 
„ courſe, and yet moderately grave. His aff 
« bility to ſtrangers, and his diſcreet converſa 


tion, gained him the affection of every ingenu 
«c 


* 


«« grandeur that attracted reſpect. 


« his command to ſhew at leaſt a decent regard 
% to it. He had an earneſt concern for the 
„ converſion of the Indians, and endeavoured 
* as much as was in his power to allure them, 
by obliging the Spaniards to lead a life in ſome 
<« meaſure agreeable to the faith they profeſſed. 
“ He was a man of undaunted courage Pur 

4 fon 


ous mind; he had an air of authority and 
He was 
«« very ſtrict in religion, according to the mode of 
his country, and obliged ſuch as were under 
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fond of great enterprizes ; temperate in eat- 
ing and drinking, and modeſt in his dreſs; 


| dif* he was patient, and ready to forgive wrongs, 
alle and only deſirous that offenders ſhould be 


« ſenſible of their faults, He rem-ined un- 
moved amidſt the many troubles and adver- 
« fities that attended him, ever relying on the 
„Divine Providence. In ſhort, had he in much 
« earlier times performed ſo wonderful an enter- 
prize as the diſcovery of the new World, he 
would probably have had not only ſtatues 


— 


« ſtar would have been dedicated to him, as 
„was done to Hercules and Bacchus. However, 
„his name will be remembered as long as the 
world endures.” 
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and temples erected to his honour, but ſome 
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The State of Hiſpaniola ander the Government e 
Nicholas de Obando. Porto Rico ett, by 
Juan Ponce de Leon. Don Diego Columbus 
being made Governor of Hiſpaniola, forms a 
Pearl Fiſhery near the ſmall I/land of Cubagua, 


T the death of Chri/lopher Columbus, Nichs- 
A las de Oband? continued Governor of Hi, 
paniola, and dittinguiſhed himſelf by making 
draughts of the coaſts from a ſurvey which he 
had cauſed to be taken, and by dividing the I. 
dians among the Spariards, who conſidered them 
as their vaſſals. Gold was almoſt their only 


purſuit, and ſuch quantities of that valuable 
metal 


Diſc 
metal v 
ed in tl 
ferling 
niching 
ſor the 
ing th 
many | 
often { 
and w: 
mands 

Mea 
gentlen 
us cot 
that §⸗ 
obtaine 
colony 
in the « 
land, 
Was k1 
ons, w 
mip, c 
a Pon. 
land, 
was uſt 
Hanias 
que: 
tanicla, 
then re 
pleaſur 
vell en 
Ms abſ 

Whi 
ſttling 
von J 


Diſcoveries after Col uuzus's Death, fc, 145 


metal were found, that there were annually melt- 
add in the iſland more than the value of 150,0001. 

ferling, and yet this treaſure was far from en- 

riching thoſe who were employed in amaſſing it; 
for the value of the gold in Hiſpanicla decreaſ- 
ing there in proportion to its plenty, and as 
many lived luxuriouſly and upon credit, it was 
often ſeized at the melting times for their debts, 
and was frequently inſufficient to ſatisfy the de- 
mands of their creditors. 

Mean while Juan Ponce de Leon, a Spaniſh 
gentleman, who had one of the provinces under 
tis command, being informed by the Indians 
that St. John de Porto Rico was rich in gold, 
obtained a licence from Obands for planting a 
colony in it. In conſequence of this he landed 
Ee” in the dominions of the greateſt Cacique in the 

iſland, with ſome Spaniards and Indians, and 
was kindly entertained by him and his relati- 
ons, who, as a peculiar mark of their friend- 
/ ip, changed names with him. This Cacique, 

Y Wit Porce's defire, conducted him all over the 
bus Miland, and ſhewed him the rivers in which gold 
' @ as uſually found. Ponce afterwards left ſome 
a, {Wariards, whom he recommended to the Ca- 
que and his mother, and failing back to Hi 


1. tanicla, carried ſamples of the gold to Oëando; 
14 nen returning with freſh ſupplies, he had the 
ing pleaſure to find, that thoſe he had left had been 
he vell entertained by the friendly Cacique during 
In- Wis abſence. 

1em While Ponce de Leon was thus employed in 
nly ſettling Porto Rico, Obando was recalled, and 
” von Diegs Columbus came as his father's ſuc- 
t 


Q ceiſer 


to the itate of a private man, fitted out t 


- Spaniards, in the latitude of 30. 8. and belie 
ing it to be an iſland, named it Florida, from 
beautiful appearance and many pleaſant grove 
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ceſſor, to take upon himſelf the government « 
Hijpaniola, bringing with him from Spain a ne 
Governor for Porto Rico; but Ponce diſputin 
his authority, the young Aamiral ſet them bot| 
aſide, and appointed Michael Cerron Governo 
and Michael Diaz his Lieutenant; however afte 
this, Ponce, by the intereſt of his friend Oband; 

rocured a commiſſion from Spain, and retur 
ing to Porte Rico, eaſily found pretences for ſeiz 
ing Cerron and Diaz, whom he ſent priſone 
into Spain, and then proſecuted his deſign 
conquering the land : but though he found th 
a more difficult taſk than he had imagined, t 
poor Iadians, at laſt, in ſpite of the kindne 
with which they had treated him, were ſubdued 
and entirely enſlaved. Soon after which Ponce 4 
Leon was deprived of his poſt ; for Cerron a 
Diaz, preſenting a petition to the Court of Spa: 
and being ſtrongly ſupported by Columbus's 1 
tereſt, were ſent. back in order to poſſeſs the 
former employments. Ponce, being thus reduct 


ſhips for making new diſcoveries, and on the 
of April, 1512, fell in with land unknown to 


or from his diſcovering it on Za/tcr Sunda 
which the Spaniards call Paſcha Florida, it 
ing the fineſt ſcaſon for flowers. 

But to return to Porto Rico. The Indians of t 
iſland were at length extirpated by the cruelt 
of the Spaniards; but for what reaſon 1s , 
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hard to ſay, ſince the gold which they had been 
employed in gathering was all exhauſted. 

The iſland of Porto Rico is 120 miles in length 
and 60 in breadth, and its northern coaſt is in the 
18th degree of latitude, and its ſouthern in the 
17th degree. The country conſiſts of a pleaſing 
rariety of hills and vallies, woods and meadows, 
abounding in all the tropical fruits, and well wa- 
tered with ſprings and rivers : but, like other 
countries within the tropics, it has periodical 
nins and ſtorms, and ſometimes hurricanes be- 
tween Midſummer and Michaelmas“. 

At length Diego Columbus made a ſettlement 
n the iſland of Cubagua, which he named The 
land of Pearls, and eſtabliſhed a pearl fiſhery 
on the coaſt, that ſoon became ſo confiderable, 
that in ſome years the King's fifth of the pearls 
vas valued at 15,000 ducats. 

This ifland, which is 300 leagues from Hiſpa- 
noa, and 1s ſituated in about 10. north latitude, 
s three leagues in compaſs, and has a dry and 
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Porto Rico was conquered from the Spaniards by the 
arl of Cumberland, at his own expence, and that of other 
Myate adventurers, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; but 
oſing moſt of his men in the latter end of the ſummer, when 
hele climates are very unhealthful, he was obliged to a- 
andon the iſland, 

The Spariards have introduced European cattle, fruit, 
nd corn, and chiefly expart from thence ſugar, rum, and 
inger, The capital, which is alſo called Porto Rico and 
. 7obn's City, is in a (mall iſland in the ha bour on the 
irth fide, and is joined to the main iſland by a cauſeway. 
he town is now about a mile and a halt in circumference, 
id 1s fortified by ſeveral torts and batteries; it ſtands on 
1 eminence, and commands the main iſland on one fide, 
ad the ſea on the other, 
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of Darien, under the name of New Andaluſi 


barren ſoil that produces no graſs, and affords only ind th 
a few guiacum trees and ſhrubs. It had no land Cape « 
animals, except a few quadrupedes like rabbits, % Or: 
and no birds but ſuch as are proper to the ſea being 
which is not at all extraordinary, as it has not ¶ whom 
ſingle ſpring of freſh water. count | 
Eac 

S0 6 Herd. 50 06. 0 MDG. 66 566 0e, » 
Han 

CHAT. F. reſpeQ 

Alonzo de Hojeda and Diego de Nicueſſa, I 2") 
taining Patents for making new Diſcoveries > _ 
fail FA the Weſt-Indies. Hojeda, landing 2 
at Carthagena, and marching into the Coun and in 
try, has many of his Men cut off, and he himſel called 
narrowly eſcapes; but is aſſiſted and revenged b * ed! 
Nicueſſa. Hojeda afterwards forms the Setti they 1 
ment of St. Sebaſtian, awhich being unable to ſuf 2 
port, be retires to Hiſpaniola, where he dies 3 
ewant, while the Colony is ſaved by the prudent ved 
Advice of Nunez de Balboa. Mean whil The 
Diego de Nicueſſa plants the Colony of Nombre ton ; 

de Dios; but meets with many Misfortunes at - 9 
dies miſerably. * « 
gjeda 

BOUT this time Alonzo de Hojeda, wid with ſc 

had ſerved under Chriſtopher Columbus, pYH their 1 
titioning for a patent for making new ſettlements perſua, 
obtained the promiſe of a grant of all that h the H/. 
been diſcovered on the Continent, But Di cruelty 
Nicueſſa, a man of greater wealth, interpoſing in caſe 
ſtopped the grant, and obtained half of it var up 
himſelf, the court allowing the former all H Hei 
country between Cape de la Vela and the Guy with 8 


paring 
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ind the latter, the country from that Gulph, to 
Cape Gracias à Dios, under the name of Caſtilla 
dl Oro or Gelden Caſtile, without any mention 
being made in theſe grants of Diego Columbus, to 
whom thoſe countries of right belonged, on ac- 
count of their being diſcovered by his father. 

Each of theſe adventurers fitted out two veſ- 
ſels, with which they ſailed to Sr. Domingo, in 
Hiſpaniola, where they quarrelled about their 
reſpe&tive rights; but their diſputes being at 
length adjuſted, they left that iſland in the lat- 
ter end of the year 1510, Hejeda took on board 
Francis Pizarro, who afterwards conquered Pera, 
and in a few days arrived at Caramari, ſince 
called Carthagena, where the Indians were pre- 
pared to oppoſe him, on account of the injuries 
they had received from ſeveral Spaniſb adven- 
turers, who, under the pretence of trading with 
them, had baſely ſeized, carried off, and en- 
flaved ſeveral of the natives. 

Theſe people were of a large ſtature, the 
men wore their own hair down to their ears; 
dat of the women was very long, and both 
lexes were very expert at ſhooting with the bow. 
Hlejeda immediately ſent them a few Prieſts, 
with ſome of the Indians of Hiſpaniola who ſpoke 
their language ; theſe meſſengers had orders to 
perſuade them to be peaceable, and ſubmit to 
the Spaniſb yoke, and to leave off their idolatry, 
cruelty, and other vices ; though Hejeda reſolved, 
in caſe they proved obſtinate, not only to make 
war upon them, but to make them ſlaves. 

Hejcda began to barter with them for gold, 
vith Spanz/ toys; but finding they were pre- 
paring to attack them, fell upon them, made a 
great 


4 —— —— —ñ—ßi 4 — 
© — * 0 . 


159 Diſcoveries after CoLumBus's Death, 


great ſlaughter, took ſome priſoners, and found 
a ſmall quantity of gold in ſome of the towns of 
which he made himſelf maſter. He then march- 
ed to a town four leagues within land, whither 
thoſe had retired who had eſcaped from the laſt 
battle. He found them upon their guard armed 
with bows, poiſoned arrows, rods which they 
threw like darts, ſwords made of hard wood, 
and targets. He however attacked the place, 
killed great numbers, took 60 priſoners whom 
he ſent to the ſhips, and continued to purſue 
thoſe who fled. The inhabitants of a town call- 
ed Yarbaco, hearing of his approach, withdrew 
with their effects unto the mountains: thither 
the Spaniards came, but finding nobudy to op- 
poſe them, put themſelves off their guard, and 


_ diſperſed about the country, which being obſerv- 


ed by the Indians, they fell upon tkem when they 
leaſt expected it, and the Spaniards being di- 
vided into ſmall parties, were every where cut of 
with flights of poiſoned arrows. Hejeda how- 
ever, with ſeveral of his men, for ſome time 
maintained the fight, often kneeling, the better 
to cover himſelf with his target; but at length 
ſeeing moſt of his people killed, he ruſhed 
through the thickeſt of the Indians, and running 
with great ſwiftneſs into the woods, proceeded 
towards the ſea in ſearch of his ſhips. Job 
ae la Caſa, Hrjeda's pilot and friend, got into 2 
houſe, where he defended himſelf at the door 
till the Spaniards who were with him were ſlain, 
and himſelf ſo wounded as to be unable to ſtand; 
when looking about him, he obſerved a Spantari 
Rill maintaining his ground, whom he directed 


to fave himſelf by flight, and to tell Hæjeda * 
that 


mart! 
he t. 


rom 


ing 


maki 


Enci/, 
order 
provi 
intre1 
curit! 
he wa 
try, | 
killec 
the ce 


to CORTES'S Exr EDITION. 151 


that had happened. This advice the man imme- 


diately followed; but Hejeda and he were the only 


perſons who eſcaped, all the reſt, amounting to 70 


Spaniards, being lain. 
Happily for Hojeda, Niczeſſa now appeared 


with his two veſſels on the coaſt, and was no 


ſooner informed of what had-happened, than he 
ſent for his rival, and generouſly told him, that 
in this caſe they ought to forget their diſputes, 
and only to remember that they were Spaniards, 
and gentlemen, and that he would therefore re- 
venge his loſs. They accordingly united, and 
landing 400 men, marched againſt the Indians, 
burnt the town of Yarbaco, ſeized a vaſt number 
of priſoners, and as much gold as amounted to 
7000 pieces of eight to each of the commanders. 
After this victory they parted in order to pur- 
ſue their ſepargte plans, Aveda fixed a ſettle- 
ment on the eaſtern promontory of the gulph 
of Daricn, and gave the town the name of 
5t, Sebaſtian ; becauſe that Saint being ſaid to be 
martyred by the poiſoned arrows of the infidels. 
he thought him a fit patron to defend him 


irom the like weapons of the Judians But find- 


ing that the natives were exaſperated at his 


making a ſettlement on the coaſt, he ſent Captain 


Enciſo in one of the ſhips to Hiſpaniola, with 
orders to bring him as large a ſupply of men and 
proviſions as poſſible, and in the mean time drew 
intrenchments about the town for his own fe- 
curity, However, as he ſoon wanted neceſlaries, 
he was obliged to make excurſions into the coun- 
try, by which means many of his people were 
killed by the poiſoned arrows of the natives, and 
che colony was reduced to a moſt wretched con- 

dition 
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dition; for they had the proſpe& of being ſoon 
famiſhed if they remained within their works, 
and were ſure of meeting with death if they ven- 
tured out of them. 

Juſt as the Spaniards were reduced to deſpair, 
they with equal joy and amazement- beheld a 
ſhip. enter the port. It belonged to a pirate, 
named Bernard de Talavera, and Hojeda 1mme- 
diately buying the ſhip's cargo, treated the Cap- 
tain with ſuch civility, that he readily entered 
into his ſervice : but notwithſtanding the great- 
neſs of this unexpected relief, their proviſions 
were ſoon conſumed ; the Indians became more 
troubleſome than before, and no favours arriv- 
ing from Hiſpaniola, they were again: reduced to 
deſpair. 

In this extremity,. it was at length reſolved 
that Hejeda himſelf ſhould ſail to St. Domingo, in 
order to procure ſupplies; therefore leaving the 
oolony under the command of Francis Pixarro, 
he embarked on board the pirate veſſel, and put 
to ſea; but now behaving haughtily to Captain 
Talavera, the latter not only deprived him of 
all command, but clapped him in irons. A 
dreadful ſtorm however ariſing, the crew, de- 
pending on his ſkill, ſet him at liberty, and by 
his direction ſaved their lives, by running the 
ſhip aſhore on the coaſt of Cuba, from whence 
there is a ſhoit paſlage to Hiſpaniola But Tala- 
wera not daring to go thither, prevailed on Ho- 
j<aa to venture a voyage with him to Jamaica 
in a. Sanoe, which they were ſo happy as to per- 
form. 

After a ſhort ſtay at Jamaica, the Governor, 
at Hajeda's deſire, ſent him to Sr, Domingo, 
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where he found that Captain Enci/o had ſet ſail - 


for St. Sebaſtian's; but his own credit was there 
ſo low, that notwithſtanding his being one of 
the braveſt men that ever ſailed from Spain to 
America, he ſoon died for want, and Talavera 
ſtaying too long at Jamaica, Columbus cauſed 
him to be apprehended, tried, and hanged for 
piracy. 

In this interval, Pizarro with the men under 
his command quitted St. Seba/tian's, and ſteered 
to Cart hagena, where they had the happineſs 
to find Captain Enciſo, who had juſt arrived there 
with two ſhips, and a conſiderable reinforce- 
ment, and immediately returned with them to 
St. Sebaſtian's; but there they had the misfor- 
tune of being ſhipwrecked, and of finding the 
town reduced to aſhes. They however rebuilt it as 
well as they were able; but though they ſaved 
out of the ſtranded veſſels, as much of the pro- 
viſions and other neceſſaries as poſſible, they 
were ſoon again reduced to the utmoſt diſtreſs 
by war and famine, and, as before, hunger fre- 
quently forced them out, while the natives con- 
ſtantly drove them back with the loſs of ſome 
of their men: but from this terrible diſtreſs 
they were relieved by the dexterity and preſence 
of mind of a very extraordinary man brought by 
Enci/o. 

Nunez or Nugnez de Balboa, a iperſon of a 
good family, great abilities, and a liberal edu- 
cation, had formerly ſailed along that coaſt with 
Baſtidas, and had afterwards obtained a' good 
ſettlement in Hiſpaniola, where having commit- 
ted ſome irregularities, he was in danger of be- 
ing put to death. In theſe unfortunate circum- 

ſtances 
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ftances he cauſed himſelf to be put on board 
Enci/o's ſhip in a bread caſk, and after having 
remained there four days, ventured at laſt to 
make his appearance, when the ſhip was an hun- 
dred leagues at ſea. The Captain, who had been 
ordered not to carry any offenders out of the 
ifland, was extremely vexed at ſeeing him, and 
threatened to ſet him on ſhore in the firſt deſart 
place he came at; but the principal perſons on 
board interceding for him, Enci/o was at laſt 
pacified, and granted him his protection, which 
however did not efface, from Nunez's memory, 
the uſage he had received. 

This perſon, obſerving that the company were 
in deſpair and knew not how to act, endeavour- 
ed to encourage them, by maintaining that they 
were not in ſo deſperate a condition as they ima- 
gined ; obſerving that when he was upon this 
coaſt before, with Baſtidas, they ſailed to the 
bottom of the gulph, where they ſaw a very 
large town, fituated in a fruitful foil, and in a 
fine climate; tat it was indeed inhabited by 
warlike Indians; but as they did not make uſe 
of poiſoned arrows, he adviſed them to get of 
their ſtranded brigantines, and endeavour to ſail 
thither. 

This advice being approved was immediately 
followed; and they tailed to the river called by 
the Indians, Darien, where having viewed the place, 
they found every thing according to his de- 
ſcription. The inhabitants and their Cacique, 
being informed that the Spaniards were coming, 
ſecured their wives and children, and with 500 
men waited for the invaders on a little hill ; but 
the Spaniards fell upon them, ſoon put them to 
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flight, and then proceeded to the town, which to, 


their great joy w's full of proviſions. The next 
day they marched up the country and the neigh- 
bouring mountains, and found many houſes, but 
no inhabitants, they being all fled. They however 


feized veſſels, houthold goods, ſhort petticoats of 


cotton, great quantities of cotton,. both ſpun and 
unſpun, and about 10,090 pieces of fine gold. 

The ſucceſs of this enterprize gained Naunezmuch 
reputation, and he began to be in very high eſteem, 
It was now unanimoully agreed to ſettle a colony 
there, and to call it Santa Mariael Antigua del Da- 
rien, or St. Mary the Ancient of Darien. The firſt 
being the name of a church at Seville, and the 
latter the Indiana name of the river. 

Nunez now ſecretly contrived, in concert with 
his friends, to depoſe Exci/o ; who himſelf ſoon 
forwarded this ſcheme, by giving orders that no 
man ſhould trade with the Indians for gold, upon 
pain of death; which raiſing a ſuſpicion that he 
intended to monopohze the trade of that vala- 
able metal, they threw off alb ſubjection to him, 
alledging that his authority was expired. They 
now chole Magiſtrates like thoſe in Spain ; Nunez 
de Balboa and Zamadis were elected Alcaldes, and 
Valdivia was appointed Regidore ; but ſoon diſ- 
king this form of government, new debates aroſe, 
which were terminated by the arrival of Rogerzc 
Henriguex de Colmenares with two ſhips, with pro- 
viſions, military ſtores, and 70 men on board. 

This officer, who was carrying ſupplies to 
Nicue//a, had put into a port at 50 or 60 leagues 
diſtance from this place, and ſending his men on 
ſhore to take in water, they were ſuddenly at- 


tacked by 70 Indians, who wounded 45 of his 
people 
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people with their poiſoned arrows, and ſtayed 


the boat. The Spaniards however ſwam to the 
ſhips, tho? all of them died of their wounds, ex- 
cept one. Seven of the Spaniards however hid 
themſelves 1n a great hollow tree, in order to ſwim 
to the ſhip at night; but thoſe on board ſuppoſing 
they had been {lain, ſet ſail for the bay of Uraba, 
or Darien, in ſearch of Nicue/jJa. Colmenares meet- 
ing no body on the eaſt fide of the bay, where he 
expected to have found either Hojeda's or Nicueſſa's 
men, he was much ſurprized, and ſuſpected that 
they were all dead; he however cauſed {ome pieces 
of canon to be fired, and fircs to be lighted on 
the tops of the rocks, which being obſerved by the 
ſettlement at Santa Maria, they mide ſignals, 
upon which he came to them, as we have already 
related, and generouſly diſtributing his proviſions 
among them without diſtinction, brought them to 
agree to ſend for Nicueſ/a, in order to make him 
their Governor. ; 

We ſhall now return to Diego NMicugſſa, who, 
after his leaving Alonzo de Hoyjeda, whom he had 
fo generoully aſſiſted, met with a violent tempeſt, 
when Lopez de Olano, his lieutenant, perceiving 
the ſhips ſeparated, formed the deſign of ſetting 
up for himſelf, and leaving his patron to ſhift as 
he could ; but this failing, he ſailed to Yeragua, 
the place of rendezvous, where he endeavoured 
to perſuade the people to abandon their original 
deſign, and to return to Hi/panivla, alledging that 


- Nicueſſa, and the men on board with him, had | 
doubtleſs periſhed. Mean while a ſhallop entered 
the port with four men on board, who brought ad- 
vice that Nzcurf/a had been ſtranded upon an un- 
known coaſt; and having marched a great * 

WI 


with 1 
follow 
ing th 
diate]! 
refreſh 
from | 
relief 
ſentm. 
irons, 
tion te 
Nic 
the ri 
in fac 
part c 
Porto- 
people 
three 
tas th 
cried | 
is, Le 
place 
diatel. 
Nic 
tion a 
one 0! 
o gra 
veſſel 
with 
amaze 
rope 
dota 
had di 
and th 
Vice 


Maria 


with incredible fatigue, was now on ſhore with his 


followers in a moſt miſerable condition. At hear- 


ing this news Olano's heart relented, and he imme- 
diately diſpatched the ſhallop with proviſions and 
refreſhments, which ſaved Micueſſa and his men 
from periſhing with hunger : but this ſeaſonable 
relief did not in the leaſt ſoften that Governor's re- 
ſentment againſt his Lieutenant, whom he put in 
irons, and threatened to ſend him in that condi- 
tion to Hain. 

Nicugſſa now ſettled a colony on the banks of 
the river Belem or Betblebem; but ſoon became 
in fach want of proviſions, that leaving only a 
part of his men there, he ſailed with the reſt to 


Porto-Bello; when the Indians not ſuffering his 


people to land, he was obliged to ſteer two or 
three leagues farther to the port called by Colum- 
tus the Baſtimentos, and as foon as he entered it 
cried out Paremos aqui en il Nombre de Dios; that 
is, Let us ſtay here in the name of God; whence the 
place was called Nombre de Dios. Then imme- 
diately landing, he began to erect a fortreſs. 
Nicuefſa, being ſoon reduced to the ſame ſitua- 
tion as in the former colony, was obliged to ſend 
one of his veſſels to H;/panicla, to intreat Columbus 
o grant him ſome aſſiſtance ; but ſcarce was this 
veflel ſailed, when that with Colmenares arrived 
with the above meſſage. This Captain was ſo 
amazed at ſeeing Miuęſſa and his people lean, 


ngged and bare-footed, that he could not forbear 


ſhedding tears, eſpecially at hearing how many 
had died, and the great diſaſter they had ſuſtained, 
and therefore immediately endeavoured to comfort 
Nicuefſa, by telling him that the people of Santa 
Maria deſired he would c- Te and govern them, 
R that 
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that they poſſeſſed a pleaſant and fertile country, to x 
had plenty of provitions, and were in no want o 
gold 

Nicaeſſa, now recovering his ſpirits, returned 
thanks to heaven for this unexpected news ; but tin 
ſoon forgetting his own miſerable condition, aud tory 
that theſe people had voluntarily made him an at 
offer of becoming their Governor and Protector, ¶ ſelve 
he was ſo imprudent as publickly to declare, ¶ cut . 
that he would take all their gold from them, andi una, 
puniſh them for landing within the limits of his ger he. 
grant. Nor was this his only error; for being Aj 
deſirous of viewing ſome iflands that lay in the x, 
way, he ſuffered a caravel to fail before him, in dent 
which were perſons who acquainted the colony the! 
with theſe ungeneroaus expreſſions; upon which prep: 
they changed their reſolutions, and reſolved 1 his h 
to ſuifer him to come among then. that « 
 Nicueſſa, having ſpent eight days among the re 4 
Hands, was greatly ſurprized on his anchoring 


at the landing place at Santa Maria, to find ma- 


ny of the Spaniards on the ſhore, and at his be- 
ing ordered by one of them, in the name of all 
the reſt, to return to Nombre de Dios. He defired 
they would bear him, and for that purpole 
the next day came on ſhore, when the people 
attempting to ſeize him, he eſcaped by flight. 
Nicueſſa now intreated that in caſe they woul 
not accept him for their Governor, he might 

at leaſt admitted as a companion; which the 
refuſing, he begged they would keep him as 

priſoner, ſince he had rather die than go back 
to ſtarve at Nombre de Dios. But notwithitan\ 
ing this, they cruelly forced him and. about J. 


of his men into au old rotten bark, with order 
t 


p the 
ring 
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to return . to the place from whence they came, 
on pain of being ſunk where they were. There 
is no doubt of their having complied with this 
inhuman order, but with what ſucceſs is uncer- 
tain ; for they were never ſeen afterwards. A 
ſtory was however current in the Veſt-AIndict, 
that the Spanzards, on their coming to ſetele them- 
ſelves in Cuba, found the following inſcription 
cut on the bark of 2 large tree. Here the unfor- 
tunate Nicueſſa finifhed his miſeries and his life to- 


gether. 


After the departure of this unhappy man, 
Nuneg de Balboa diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a pru- 
dent Governor; he made great diſcoveries; was 
the firſt European who ſaw the South Sta, and 
prepared the way for the conqueſt of Peru. As 
his hiſtory has therefore a cloſe connection with 
that conqueſt, we ſhall place it immediately be- 
tore our account of that great event. 
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CHAP. 
Diego Columbus /ends Diego Velaſquez to plant 


III. 


a Colony in Cuba. 
Hand. 


HOUGH the governments beſtowed 

upon the above adventurers, were ſo many. 
violations of the juſt rights of the Admural 
Don Diego Columbus, he was very much blamed 
for not endeavouring to aſſiſt them to the utmoſt 
of his power, and his enemies made uſe of this 
complaint at the court of Spain, which always 
looked upon him with jealouſy, and therefore 
readily liſtened to any accuſation brought againſt 
him. Of this the Admiral was ſo ſenſible, that 
he left no ſtone unturned to ſecure to himſelf 
thoſe countries to which he had juſt pretenſions, 
from the contract made with his father. 

Being informed at the beginning of the year 
F511, that the court was very deſirous of hay- 
ing a colony planted in the great iſland of Cuba, 
he reſolved to be before-hand with them, and to 
ſend a body of men thither under the command 
of a perſon whom he could truſt ; that having 2 
Lieutenant there of his own, the court might 
have no pretence for making a grant of it to 
any more adventurers, as they had done of that 
part of the Continent diſcovered by his father, 
and even of the iſland of Jamaica; which how- 
ever he had recovered. For this purpoſe he 


A Deſcription of that 


made choice of James Velaſquez, the wealthies 
| all 
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and moſt eſteemed of all the firſt Spaniſb inhabi- * 
tants of Hiſpaniola. | 

Before we proceed, it may not be improper 
to obſerve, that the province of Guatiaba lying 
next to Cuba, and the diſtance between the two 
points being only 18 2 many of the In- 


dians of Hiſpaniola had paſſed over in their 
canoes, and among them a Cacique of the pro- 
vince of Guatiaba, called Hatuey, a man of 
bravery and prudence, who took as many of 
his men as poſſible, and ſettled on the neareſt 
country called Mayci, where he treated the 
people as ſubjects, and not as ſlaves. This 
Cacique, fearing that the Spaniards would one 
time or other paſs into Cuba, kept ſpies in order 
to know what was done in Hiſpaniola. Being 
at length informed of the Admiral's defign, 
he aſſembled the moſt warlike of his people, 
and putting them in mind of the many ſuffer- 
ings they. had endured under the Spaniards, 
told them that they committed theſe outrages for 
the ſake of a great Lord of whom they were 
very fond, and whom he would ſhew them ; then 
taking ſome gold out of a little palm-tree baſket, 
added, This is the Lord whom they adore, 
„him they follow, and as you have already 
* heard, they are coming hither in ſearch of 
* him: let us therefore make a feſlival and dance 
to him, that when they come he may order 
them not to hurt us.” They accordingly 
began to ſing and dance; for their dances, like 
thoſe of Hiſpaniola, were performed to the mu- 
fick of their ſongs. At length Hatuey reminded 


them, that though they thould conceal this 
Lord of the Chriſtians in their very bowels, the 


Spaniard; 


R 3 


* 
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Spaniards would find him out, and that they 
ſhould therefore caſt him into the midſt of the 
river, which was accordingly done. 

The Spaniſh inhabitants of Hiſpaniola were no 
ſooner informed that Diego Velaſquez was going 
to plant a colony in Caba, than many of them 
reſolved to accompany him, and about 3oo men 
aſſembled in the town of Salvatierra de la Zava- 
na, at the extremity of Hiſpaniola, in order to 
embark on board four ſhips. From thence they 
failed in Nowember 1511, and landed at a port 
called Palina, in the territories of the Cacique 
Hatucy, who ſtood on his defence, taking ad- 
vantage of the woods where the Spaniards could 
make no uſe of their horſes. After two months 
ſpent in this manner, the Indians concealed 
themſelves in the thickeſt parts of the foreſts; 
hut whenever they appeared they were hunted 
like wild beaſts by the Spaniards, who carried 
all they took to Velaſuex, when that com- 
mander diſtributed them among his men, not as 
ſlaves but as ſervants. Hatuey withdrew into 
the moſt inacceſſible places; but at length had 
the misfortune to be taken and carried to Ve. 
Iaſquez, who had the cruelty to cauſe that un- 
happy Cacique to be burnt alive : upon which 
all the province of Mayci ſubmitted ; for after 
this inhuman example of ſeverity, none of the 
Indians dared to oppoſe him. Pelaſquez now be- 
gan to think of dividing the native Indians a- 
mong the Spaniards, as Obando had done by 
thoſe in Hliſpanicla, and for that purpoſe he 
founded a town at an harbour in the north {ide 
of the iſland, at a place called by the natives 
| 2 85 | Barrac, 
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Barracoa, and here the firſt colony in the iſland 
was ſettled. | 
On its being known in Jamaica that Vela 
guez was in Cuba, many of thoſe who were with 
Juan de Eſquibel, Celumbus's Lieutenant, aſked | 
leave to go over and ſerve under him, among 
whom was Pamphilio de Narvaex, a gentleman 
well born, who brought 3o archers under his 
command, and having a graceful perſon and an 
eaſy addreſs, was well received by Velaſquez, 
who ſent him with his thirty men to the province 
of Bayamo, a fine open country at 50 leagues 
diſtance. On the road he and his ſmall party 
were attacked in the night at an Indian town, 
by a conſiderable body of the natives ; but 
mounting a mare which he had brought with 
him, they were ſo frightened at the ſight of that 
noble animal, and at hearing the bells which at 
that time were part of the trappings of the 
Chpaniſh hories, that they fled far into the coun- 
try, and Yelaſquez ſending a detachment to join 
Narvaez, he with the greateſt eaſe became ab- 
ſolute maſter of that province. 
The fine and extenſive iſland of Cuba, which 
is ſituated between 20%. and 239. north lati- 
tude, is upwards of 800 miles in length from 
eaſt to weſt, and generally about 70 broad. It 
lies about 50 miles weſt of H:/paniola, and 75 
north of Jamaica. To the ſouth are a great 
number of ſmall iflands, to which Chriftapher 
Columbus gave the name of he Queen's Garden, 
and to the north are a ſmaller number, which 
Velgſcuex named the King's Garden. The whole 
Mind of Cuba is very pleaſant, and more tempe- 
"ate than Hi/paniela, On the eaſtermoſt point 
| there 
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there are mountains of a very great height, 
which extend go miles, and through the middle 
runs a ridge of hills from eaſt to weſt, from 
whence very fine rivers and brooks flow down 
both to the north and the ſouth, through the 
plain champaign countries which lie on the 
coaſt, *till after a ſhort courſe they diſcharge 
themſelves on each ſide into the fea. It has 
many fine harbours, particularly on the ſouthern 
coaſt, where there are that of Sr. Jago in the form 
of a croſs ; that of Xaguas, to which the ſhips 
paſs through a narrow mouth not above a croſs- 
bow, ſhot over, and then turn into the open part, 
which is about ten leagues in compaſs, and where 
there are three ſmall ifands, ſo ſituated that ſhips 
may be faſtened to ſtakes fixed in the ground, 
under ſhelter of the mountains, and lie (fe from 
the winds blowing from any part of the cvmpals. 
On the north ſide are alſo ſeveral good harbours, 
the beſt of which is that now called the Ha vannab. 

When this iſland was firſt planted, it was fo 
covered with woods that a perſon might travel 
near 690 miles under trees of various forts, and 
particularly red cedars, out of the trunks of 
which the natives made canoes able to contain 
50 or 60 perſons, They had alſo ſtorax trees, 
and wild vines, the ſtems of which were as 
thick as a man's body, and a variety of fruit 
trees; yet there were greater quantities of Indian 
corn here, than in any other part of the Weft- 
Indies. At the arrival of the Spaniards it was 
ſtocked with abundance of birds, particularly a 
fort of pigeons, partridges, flamingoes, and 
parroquets; of theſe laſt there were infinite mul- 
titudes 


Th 
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titudes, which when young were eſteemed ex- 
cellent food : there were few land animals, ex- 
cept a kind of rabbits, like thoſe in Hiſpaniola; 
but on the other hand there were abundance of 
excellent tortoiſes or ſea-turtle, and both the ſex 
and rivers abounded with plenty of fiſh. 

After the Spaniards had been ſettled there 
ſome time, they found confiderable quantities of 
gold in the rivers, ſome of which was very pure, 
but the greateſt part was of leſs value than that 
of Hiſpaniola, or Porto Rico. Tho” the original 
inhabitants were very numerous, they have been 
long ſince deſtroyed by the cruelty of the Spani- 
ards, St. Jago in the ſouth part of the iſland 
is eſteemed the capital; but the Havannab on 
the north-weſt is by far the moſt conſiderable 
Place, on account of its trade, and its being the 
annual rendezvous of the galleons on their return 
to Spain, 


OXOZOEZOED 


CHAP: IV; 


The Diſcoveries made on the Centinent, under the 
Command of Diego de Velaſquez, by Francis 
Hernandes de Cordova his Lieutenant, The 
Misfortunes Cordova meets with, and the Hard- 
ſhips he ſuffers *till his return to Cuba, where 


he dies. 


ON Diego or Fame: de Velaſquez, having 
reduced the beſt part of Cuba, and planted 
ſeveral Spaniſh colonies upon that iſland, began 
o 
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to be very deſirous of ſhaking off the authority 
of Admiral Diego Columbus, under whom he 
had hitherto acted. The Admiral being now 
recalled into Spain oppoſed this project to the 
utmoſt of his power; but he had fo little influence 
at that ungrateful court, that he was unable to 
carry his point; for though Yela/ſquez was ſtill 
left accountable to him for the exerciſe of his 
authority, yet he was not allowed to recal him 
without the conſent of the crown, which ſo well 
anſwered FYelaſquez's purpoſe, that he reſolved 
immediately to execute a project he had long me- 
ditated of fitting out ſhips for making diſcoveries; 
and no ſooner were his intentions known, than 
numbers of the Spaniſb planters, who were grown 
rich, offered to contribute large ſums towards car- 
rying it into execution, among whom was Francis 
Hernandez de Cordova, a perſon of great wealth 
and bravery, who offered to go as Captain, which 

was granted. 
Cordova, having fitted up two ſhips and a bri- 
8 took 110 ſoldiers on board, and ſailed 
rom the Hawaznah on the 8th of February 
I517. After being twenty-two days at fea, 
duang which they lay by in the night, they 
ſaw land, and from their ſhips obſerved a large 
town at about two leagues from the coaſt. As 
they drew near, two canoes full of men ap- 
peared ; the Spaniards haled them; and thirty 
Indians went on board the Commodore dreſſed 
in jackets without ſleeves, and with pieces of 
cloth wrapped about their waiſts. The Spani- 
ards gave them meat, wine, and ſtrings of beads, 
after which the Indians retiring, made ſigns that 
they would return the next day with more 
Canoes 
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canoes to carry the Spaniards on ſhore, ſeeming 
much to admire the ſhips, the men, their beads, 
cloaths, arms, and every thing they had never 
ſeen before. 

The next day the Indians returned with twelve 
canoes, on board of which was the Cacique, 
who cried out Conez catocbe, or Come to my houſe, 
from whence that place received the name of 
Cape Cotoche. The Spaniards then entering 
their boats and the canoes, took their arms and 
went aſhore, where an infinite number of the 
natives waited to ſee them: Cordova even re- 
ſolved to attend the Cacique to his houſe, in or- 
der to take a view of the country; but enterin 
a wood, the Cacique gave a ſignal, and inſtant- 
ly a multitude of men ſtarted from an ambuſcade 
in which they had been concealed. They were 
dreſſed in jackets of quilted cotton to ſecure them 
from being wounded by arrows, and had wooden 
{words edged with flint, ſpears, bows and arrows, 
{lings 2 targets: their faces were painted of 
ſeveral colours, and on their heads they wore 
plumes of feathers: theſe giving a loud ſhout, 
diſcharged a ſhower of ſtones am, arrows, and 
then ruſhing on the Spaniards, fought with much 
reſolution, *till being diſordered by the diſcharge 
of the muſkets and croſs-bows, as well as by the 
ſharpneſs of the Spaniſh ſwords, they fled, after 
having 17 men killed, and many wounded. In 
this action were taken two youths, who afterwards 
became Chrifltians, and were called Julian and 
Melchicr. 

The Spaniards now returned to their ſhips, 
and were pleaſed at their having found people 
in many reſpccts different from thoſe they had 

s | hitherto 
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hitherto ſeen, and particularly at their having 
obſerved houſes built with ſtone and lime, which 
were the firſt that had been obſerved in that 
part of the world. They now continued their 
courſe along the coaſt ien days, and then en- 
tering a bay landed in order to take in freſh water, 
of which they were in want. This place being 
by the Izdians called Quimpeche, it from thence 
obtained the name of Campeche. They here filled 
their caſks with freſh water, and were going to 
return to the ſhips, when they were met by 50 
Indians, dreſſed like thoſe they had ſeen before, 
who aſked them whether they came from the 
place where the ſun riſes, and conducted them to 
ſome temples built with ſtone, where the Spaniards 
obſerved ſeveral deformed idols, with blood freſh 
ſpilt, and from one of theſe temples came two 
men in white mantles, with long black hair 
twiſted up in rolls behind, and holding in their 
hands little earthen fire pans, into which they 
caſt a certain gum, and then perfuming the Spa- 


niards, ordered them to depart the country on pain 


of death; at which they retired in good order to 
the ſhore, and returned to their ſhips. 


They now ſteered ſix days along the coaſt, 


and then landed at about a leapue's diftance from 
a town called Potanchan, where they filled their 
Caſks with water; and obſerved a body of armed 
men advancing towards them; but it growing 
dark, they returned back towards the town. The 
Spaniards now raſhly reſolved to ſtay on ſhore; 
but in the night were greatly al-rmed, by the 
noiſe made by the Indians, and at break of day 
perceived that the firſt party had bern juined 05 

| ſcvera 


? 
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ng ſeveral others, and that they were entirely ſur- 
ch rounded by a great army. They however re- 
at ſolved to make the beſt defence in their power, 


ir and were quickly under the neceſſity of exerting | 
n- all their courage; for it no ſooner grew light than | 
Ts, the Indians diſcharged a ſhower of arrows, darts, 
ag and ſtones, by which about 80 Spaniards were 
ce wounded, among whom was Cordeva; but at | 
ed length after a vigorous defence, the Spaniards, 
to finding it impoſſible to vanquiſh ſuch numbers, 
50 made a furious onſet, and breaking through the 
e, Inaiant, ran towards their boats, whilſt the In- 
he dians purſued them with hideous cries. The boats ; 
to narrowly eſcaped being overſet by their crowdin | 
ds into them, and the natives were ſo eager to atten 
ſh them, that they ran into the water to wound them 


V0 with their ſpears. In this action 47 Spaniards 
ir were killed, five died on board the ſhip, and all | 


ir the reſt, except one, were wounded. It was 
'y therefore reſolyed to burn one of the ſhips for 
2 want of hands, and to return to Cuba. | 
in One of their greateſt misfortunes was, their 
to having been obliged to leave their caſks on ſhore, 
which occaſioned their being ſoon in great diſtreſs 
t, for want of water, and tho' ſome of the ſoundeſt 
m of the men landed with jars to ſearch for a freſh 


ir ſupply, they could find. none but what was 
2d brackith ; this obliged them to fteer for Florida, 


g where one of the pilots had been with Ponce de 
ie Leon, They here landed near a creek, and hav- 
; ing poſted centinels, dug pits, and finding good 
ie water, drank ſome, and waſhed linen for the 
yy wounded men ; but when they were about to re- 
* turn, one of the centinels having ſtepped aſide 


al S , with 


* 
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with a hatchet to cut down a palmetto tree near 
the creek, the other heard him cry out, and in- 
ſtantly ran to give the alarm, crying, To /ea! 10 
fea ! the Indians are coming. Many canoes were 
inſtantly ſeen rowing down the creek, filled with 
- Indians cloathed in deer ſkins, and armed with 
bows and arrows, ſwords and ſpears, who land- 
ing, let fly their arrows, and wounded fix of the 
| ſoldiers; but ſoon perceiving the dreadful effects 
produced by the muſkets and croſs-bows, ran 
back to their canoes, on which the Spaniards re- 
turned with ſafety to their ſhips, where-the men 
were in ſuch diſtreſs for want of water, that a 
ſoldier leaping into the boat, ſeized a jar, and 
drank ſo much that he ſwelled and died two days 
after. In ſhort, after enduring many other hard- 
fliips, they arrived at the Hawannah, from whenee 
Cordova ſent a particular account of his unfortu- 
nate voyage to the Governor Diego Velaſguex, and 
died of his wounds ten days after, 


AP 
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OOO OOO 
CHAT: V. 


The Diſcoveries made on the Continent by the Com- 
mand of James Velaſquez, ander John Grijalva. 
They Land in the Iſland of Cozumel, proceed to 
New Spain, and defeat the Indians of Poton- 
chan. They then land on the Banks of Rio de 
Grijalva, where they receive Preſents from the 
Indians. Steering from thence they are invited 
en Shore by the Mexicans, with whom they 
trade for Gold. They afterwards viſit ſeveral 
Hands; diſcover Temples with Idols and human 
Sacrifices ; purchaſe many bright Copper Axes 
ewhich they miſtake for Gold, and return to the 
Iſland of Cuba, obere Grijalva 7s diſgraced 
by Velaſquez, for not diſobeying the Orders he 
himſelf had given him. 


Otwithſtanding Cordowa's ill ſucceſs, his 

Ny account of this voyage gave great pleaſure 

to Velaſquez, who frequently declared that he 
was reſolved to purſue theſe diſcoveries as ſoon 
as an opportunity offered, ſince as theſe ſeemed 
mare civilized than any other Indians, they were 
probably richer; and this reſolution was no 
ſooner known, than ſeveral of the principal in- 
habitants offered him their aſſiſtance, which ſoon 
enabled him to ſend out three ſhips and a bn- 


gantine. 


This ſmall ſquadron was commanded by John 
Grijalva, and the Captains Alverado, Monteje, 
and 4” Avila, who hac ſtrict orders to make 

what 
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what diſcoveries they could, but to attempt no 
ſettlements. They ſailed from Cuba on the 8th 
vf May, 1518, and having viſited Florida, and 
diſcovered the iſland of Coxumel, proceeded along 
the coaſt of the Continent. Eight days after they 
reached Potonchan's town, and came to an anchor; 
upon which the natives being elated with their 
ſucceſs in driving Corgova's men out of the coun- 
try, took up arms, and ran to the ſhore, where 
they ſtood to hinder the Spaniards from landing, 


ſhouting and making a great noiſe with their. 
trumpets and kettle drums. The Spaniards no 


ſooner approached the ſhore, than they diſcharged 
a ſhower of arrows, darts, and ſtones, and with 
great intrepidity ran into the water to wound the 
invaders with their ſpears ; but the latter were no 
ſooner landed, than ruſhing upon them ſword in 
hand, they made them give way; for the 8pa- 
niard being now taught by experience, began to 
uſe looſe cotton jackets like thoſe of theſe Indians, 
as a defenſive armour againſt their arrows: 
however three of them were killed and 60 
wounded, among whom was Gr:ijalva. But the 
boats coming to their aſſiſtance with the remainder 


of the ſoldiers who had been left on board, the 


Indians quitted the field, and the Spaniards march- 
ed to the town, where they found only three of 
the natives ; theſe they uſed well, and ſent them 
with ſome toys to allure the inhabitants back ; 


but theſe meſſengers never returned, upon which 


they embarked and again ſet fail. 

Grijalva now continuing his courſe by day, 
and lying by in the night, for fear of falling 
zmong flats and rocks, diſcovered the 8 of a 

arge 
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large river, but ſo ſhallow that it would only ad- 


mit ſmall veſſels, and therefore they could only 
ſend up two of their boats well manned ; who 
were obliged to proceed with great circumſpe&iong 
on account of there. being many armed Indian: 
in canoes along the ſhore. | 
This river, which the natives called Tabaſco, 
the Spaniards named Rio de Grijalva, from their 
commander in chief, and landed at a grove of 
palm-trees about half a league from a town. 
The Indians ſeeing them leave their boats, about 
fifty canoes; full of armed men, moved forward, 
and ſtopped again at a ſmall diſtance from the 
Spaniards ; upon which the latter ſent Melchior 
and Julian, the two Indians taken by Cordova, 
to inform them that they were come with no 
other view, but to treat with them about ſome 
affairs that would give them pleaſure. Upon 
this the Indians in four canoes drew near, and 
Grizalva ordered the above interpreters to tell 
them, that he and his men were the ſubjects o 
a great King to whom mighty Princes paid obe- 
dience ; that it was reaſonable they alſo ſhould 
ſubmit to him becauſe it would be much to 
their advantage ; and that *till the Spaniards 
could explain theſe affairs, they muſt furniſh 
them with proviſions. To this the Indians pru- 
dently replied, that they would give them pro- 
viſions ; but that they had a Lord of their own, 
and knew no reaſon why they, who were but 
ſtrangers, ſhould offer to impoſe a new Lord upon 
them. However, that they ought to take heed 
how they made war on them, as they had done 
on the people of Potonthen; for they had pro- 
vided an army which according to their manner, 
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| ting e they began their diſcourſe, of which 
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of computation muſt amount to 24, ooo men. 
That they knew they had killed and wounded 
above 200 at Potonchan; but that they were not 
fo weak as thoſe people. They concluded with 
obſerving, that they were come thither to know 
their will, and would make a very juſt report of 
what was ſaid to a number of very great men, 
who were aſſembled either to treat of peace or 
to renew the war. Grijalva then gave them 
ſtrings of beads, looking-glaſſes, and other 
things, charging them to bring back an anſwer, 
becauſe if they did not, he muſt go to the town, 
though he ſhould not do it any harm. Having 
thus concluded the conference, he returned to 
the ſhips, 

Theſe perſons having delivered the meſſage, 
all the Chiefs, who wer2 uſually conſulted in 
martial afairs, thought peace preferable to war, 
and immediately ſent a number of Indians loaded 
with roaſted fiſn, poultry, bread, and ſeveral ſorts 
of fruit. Theſe being delivered, they laid ſome 
mats on the grouud, and placed upon them ſe- 
veral ſorts of very beautiful feather-works. After 
which they let the Spaniards know, that their 
Lord would come the next day to pay them a viſiy 

Accordingly at the time appointea the Ca- 
c1qu? appeared, attended by many unarmed 
men, ard, without ſhewing the leaſt jealouſly, 
went on board Cr alva“ ſhip. That comman- 


der was a gente] man, about 28 years of age, 


and had on a looſe coat of crimſon velvet, a 


cap of the fame, with other rick ornaments. 


He received the Cacique with reſpect, and ſit- 


both 
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both parties underſtood very little, except by 
words interpreted by Julian and Melchior. After 
ſome time, the Cacique ordered an Indian to 
take out of the trunk he carried, ſome plate of 
gold, and thin boards covered with the ſame 
metal for armour. Theſe the Cacique himſelf 
tried upon Gxijalva, taking off thoſe that did not 
fit, and applying others, *till he had put him on 
a compleat ſuit of gold armour that fitted him as 
well as if it had been made for him. He alſo 
preſented him various works in fine gold and fea- 
thers. In return Grijalva called for a very fine 
ſhirt, and with his own hands put it upon the 
Cacique, as he did alſo his great coat of crimſon 
velvet. He then put on his feet a pair of new 
ſhoes ; and gave him ſome of the beſt ſtrings of 
beads and looking-glaſſes, with ſciſſars, knives, 
and ſeveral toys made of tin, ſome of which he 
alſo gave to all the Cacique's attendants. The 
Cacique's preſent to Grizalva was worth about 
3000 pieces of eight, and among the reſt were a 
wooden head- piece, covered with thin plates of 
gold, and three or four maſks, ſome of which 
were covered with a ſort of ſtones like emeralds. 
The ſight of theſe things made the Spaniards very 
eager to ſettle in a country that produced ſuch 
vait wealth. 

Grijal ua having received this conſiderable pre- 
ſent, and being ſenſible that the Indians were 
not willing that their gueſts ſhould itay long, 
proceeded farther, and in two days came to a 
town. called Aevalunco, which the Spaniards 
named Le-Rambla, where the inhabitants ap- 


peared at a diſtance, with targets of tortoiſe- ſnell. 
| which 


* 
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which glittering in the ſun made ſome of the Sa- 
niards fancy they were made of gold. | 
Sailing from thence the Spaniards ſaw ſeveral 
other rivers, in one of which they obſerved the 
Indians waving large pieces of white cloth faſten- 
ed to poles, as if inviting them to land: where- 
upon Gryalva ordered Capt. 4e Montejo to go on 
ſhore with all the muſqueteers, and twenty other 


= ſoldiers, and that in caſe the Indians appeared in 
{ a warlike poſture, he ſhould give notice, in order 


that ſuccours might be ſent him. 

It is neceſſary to obſerve, that this coaſt was 
part of the great empire of Mexico, and that 
Montezuma, who was then feated on the throne, 
having heard+of the exploits of the Spaniards, 
and the paing*they took to become acquainted 
with the maritime parts of his etnpire, began to 
grow uneaſy; and longed to know why they 
took ſuch pains to learn the ſtate of countries 
that did not belong to them. To obtain this in- 
telligence, he had given directions to the Gover- 
nors of ſome of theſe provinces to entertain theſe 
ſtrangers civilly, to ſcize every opportunity of 
trading with them, and to ſend him from time 
to time ſuch an account of their motions as 
might enable him clearly to diſcern what opinion 
he ought to entertain of them, and in conſe- 
quence of theſe inſtructions the Indians made ſig- 
nals to invite them on ſhore. 

As ſoon, therefore, as Montejo and his men 
were landed, the Mexicans oftered them fuwls, 
bread and fruit, and perfumed the Spaniards by 
burning gum copal in little fire-pans. Montejo 
inſtantly ſent advice to Grijalva of the friendly 
manner 
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manner in which he was received, upon which 
that commander came up with the ſhips, landed, 


* and gave the people ſome glaſs beads and neck- 
| laces. He was treated with great reſpe& by the 
al Emperor of Mexico's Governor, and his principal 
0 officers, who ordering the Indians to bring gold 
n- to barter, the Spaniards, during the fix days 
e- they ſtayed there purchaſed gold toys of ſeveral 
n ſhapes, to the value of 15,000 pieces of eight. 
ans At length Grzjalva having made preſents to. 
in the principal perſons, and taken poſſoſſion of 
er the country for the King of Spain, in the name 
of Diego Velaſquez, embarked, and touched at 
as ſeveral iſlands, and having landed in one of them, 
at with zo ſoldiers, found a temple in which were 
* ſeveral idols, and four men dreſſed in long black 
1, mantles with hoods, who were the prieſts of tho 
ed temple, and had that very day ſacrificed two 
to boys, who were found ripped open and their 
ey hearts taken out; a piece of cruelty which filled 
es the Spaniards with horror and compaſſion. To 
** this iſland, which was called Ulua, Grijalva 
oy gave the name of Sr. John Bapti/t, but it has 
ſe ever ſince been called St, John de Ulua, to diſ- 
of tinguiſh it from S7. John de Porto Rico. 
BY Grijalva having ſtaid ſeven days at this iſland, 
4 „uring which he battered for a ſmall quantity of 
* gold, he ſent Velaſpuex un account of his diſcove- 
ſe- ries by Alverado, with all the gold and other things 
8˙ they had obtained from the Indians. Velaſpuex 
was greatly pleaſed with the account he received; 
* but Alverado having been very deſirous of ſettling 


a colony, gave him very ill impreſſions of Grijalva, 
by who had ſerved him faithfully, and paid the 
ly ſtricteſt regard to his orders. - 
| n 
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the other captains and pilots, coaſted along in 
fight of the mountains of Ty/pa, and afterwards 
ſailed to the mouth of the river Tarala, to which 
he gave the name of Sr. Anthony, and there 
carcened one of the ſhips that Was icaky. © Wale 


at a lcague's diſtance, with bread, poultry, and 
other proviſions, which they fold for Spaniſh 
toys: and the news of this traſſic being ſoon 
ſpread abroad, others came from Guazacoallo, 
and the reſt of the neighbouring towns, bringing 
proviſions, and very bright copper axes with 
painted handles; the Spaniards thinking theſe 
axes were gold, purchaſed 600 of them, and 
the Indians would willingly have parted with 
more. 
While the Spaniards were here, a ſoldier en- 
tered a temple that ſtood in the fields, whence 
he took the incenſe called hy the Indians Copal, 
the ſacrificing knives, and ſome idols, which he 
delivered to the commander in chief, after his 
having firſt taken off their carvings, pendants, 
plates, and crowns of gold, worth about go pieces 
of eight: but not being able to conceal his joy 
at obtaining this booty, Grizalva was informed 
of what he had done, and ordered every thin 
to be taken from him ; but afterwards *. 
them to him again, upon his paying the fifth to 
the King. 
From this place Grijalva ſet ſail for Cuba, and 
in 45 days arrived at the port of Matancas in 
that iſland, with the value of 4000 pieces of 
eight in gold, beſides what had been brought by 
Averado; but on their going to pay the oy 
| | - 


In the mean time Gy;;alva, by the advice of 


they were here many Indians came from the town 
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of the King's fifth of the copper axes, the pur- 
chaiers had the mortification of finding them 
ruſty, In this port Grijalva received a letter 
from the Governor, ordering him to haſten to the 
port or St. Jago, and to inform the men that 
another fleet was fitting out, in order to make a 
ſettlement. Grijalva obeyed this ſummons ; 
but, on his arrival at Sz. Jago, met with a very 
cold reception from Yclaſguez, who had even 
the folly to abuſe him for having ſo ſtrictly obeyed 
his orders in not making a ſettlement, 'This, 
indeed, oupht certainly to have preſerved him 
from that fate, ſince nothing but a ſcrupulous 
regard to his inſtructions could confine a man 
who, had made great diſcoveries, from takin 

ſuch meaſures as were moſt likely to eſtabliſh at 


once his fortune and independency. Grijalva 


contented himſelf with ſhewing the inſtructions 
he had received, which Ye/2/qzez looked upon 
as a tacit cenſure on himſelf, and gave the com- 
mand of the fleet to Hernando Cortes, which brings 
us to his celebrated expedition. 5 


End of the Firſt Volume. 
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